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 WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
DECEMBER 2, 2012

WHITE GIFT SUNDAY
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

Organ Prelude: Now Come Saviour of the Gentiles (Bach)

* Introit: Hope Is a Star - verse 1 VU #7
(Children process down the centre aisle and gather at the front)

Welcome to Our Church 

Call to Worship: 
Come as an Advent people; praise the God of promise.

We come with glad and thankful hearts.
Follow the holy way; make the path straight.

We will walk the road to Bethlehem.     

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting The MacTavish Family
The tradition of the Advent wreath comes from an old Scandinavian
custom that celebrated the coming of light after a season of
darkness.  In that day, candles were placed on the edge of a
horizontal wheel.  As the wheel was spun around, the light of the
candles would blend into a continuous circle.  Today we use a circle
of evergreen as an advent wreath to remind us of the continuous
power of God.  Like a wedding ring, it symbolizes the unending
nature of God’s love and “marriage” to all Christians, including us.
As we celebrate the gift of hope, we offer our gifts to God.
Gifts of time, praise, prayer and promise. We make time to
listen for God's voice in the quiet of the frosty night, in the
songs of the choir, in the laughter of a child.  We take time
to reflect on God's Word. We offer praise for an infant born
in a stable, and pray for guidance and strength. We promise
to care for creation and all God's creatures. 
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* Opening Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VU #1 

Storytime for the Young and the Young at Heart 
Rev. Ellen Beairsto

Hymn: (seated) A Candle Is Burning VU #6 - verse 1

Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing: Psalm 25: 1 - 7

Silent  Prayer

Assurance of God’s Love: Psalm 25: 8 - 10

* Hymn: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus VU #2

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer of Preparation Craig Frame
O God, beginning and end,
by whose command time runs its course:
bless our impatience,
perfect our faith,
and, while we await
the fulfillment of your promises,
grant us hope in your Word.  Amen.    

Scriptures: Jeremiah 33: 14-16
Luke 21: 25 - 36

Congregational Response:
But as for me, I keep watch for the Lord;
I wait in hope for God my Saviour;
my God will hear me. Micah 7:7        

Anthem: There Is No rose of Such Virtue (Joubert)

Sermon: Back to the Beginning Rev. R-H Gaskin

* Hymn: Hope of the World VU #215

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements
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Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Music

Doxology VU #55 - Verse 4
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him - give my heart.      

* Prayer of Dedication
Accept, O God, this money offered,
these gifts given,
the goodwill of our hearts,
that disappointment may be turned to hope,
and worry may be turned to anticipation,
as we await with wonder the birth of Christ.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer (Sung) VU #960

The Last Word: 1 Thessalonians 3: 11 - 13 

* Closing Hymn: God, Whose Love Is Reigning o’er Us
VU #399

* Benediction

* Advent  Amen Lucille Caseley)

Postlude: Saviour of the Nations Come (Manz)

******************************************************
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WELCOME  to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today.
Please join us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M. Young
Memorial Hall following the service.   Your hosts today are: Susan Breen and
Brenda Cameron.  If you are new to Our Church, we have a 'Welcome to
Wilmot' kit for you.   Please ask one of the ushers at the back of the
Sanctuary, for the blue folder.   We're glad you're here!

THANK YOU to all who ordered Christmas Wreaths from the Grandmothers
Helping Grandmothers group. They are now available for pick up and you will find
your wreath in the gym during Coffee and Conversation.

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with
physical, emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the
Wilmot prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001).

ADVENT BANNER: The candles of the Advent wreath - four purple ones in
Advent and the white Christ Candle at Christmas - ascend this design by Carolyn
Atkinson. Each is flanked by white doves, the dove being the symbol for the Holy
Spirit.  The background colour for the tapestry is blue, the alternate colour for
Advent.  It is called DOVES & CANDLES  

BENEVOLENT OFFERING:  On the first Sunday of every month we collect a
special Benevolent Offering.  This is used to provide food vouchers for those in
need on Wednesday mornings.

The Advent issue of Words from Wilmot is available today
from the Welcomers at the door, and on the tables at the
church entries. Please pick up your copy if you have not yet
received one and take copies to any neighbours or church
friends that you will be in contact with, and remind families
who have moved away to read the newsletter on line at our
Wilmot web site:    www.wilmotuc.nb.ca 

HANGING OF THE GREENS: The Sanctuary Committee
are looking for a few good men, women and youth to help with the hanging of the
greens from the balcony (Dec. 9). Your task will be to help flip the garland and
hang the wreath. If you are interested, please contact Carlinda Daigle at 450-4319
or carlinda@nbnet.nb.ca
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FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR HANGING OF THE GREENS: The
Sanctuary Committee invites members of the congregation interested in placing
flowers at the front of the church, in memory of loved ones on December 9, to have
them to the church by 11 am on December 8.  Please advise Marlene, no later than
Thursday, Dec. 6 of whom your donation is in memory,  so that it can be noted in
the bulletin. 

THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH: Many thanks to the person who found my ring
last Sunday.        Joyce Moase

WILMOT SEEKERS will meet on Thursday, Dec. 6, 4 - 5 in the Parlour.

SENIORS: On December 4th we will be celebrating the Christmas season with our
annual Buffet Lunch at Aggie’s Restaurant.  We will meet there at 12 noon and the
cost for the all inclusive buffet will be $16 again this year.  It’s always lots of fun
with a delicious meal, prizes and carol singing.  As in the past, we will be collecting
wrapped gifts to be donated to the Men’s Shelter.  You don’t need a car...we can
easily arrange a drive for you.  If you would like to celebrate the season with us,
please speak to Janett Kieley (455-3788) or Susan Breen (455-4071).  All seniors
and retirees are very welcome to join in the festivities.

VOLUNTEERS needed for Christmas Eve Services: We are looking for volunteers
to help greet, usher and general hospitality at our Christmas Eve Services (7 pm and
11 pm).  If you are able to help, please contact Shirley Cleave (459-7743 or
scleave@unb.ca).  If you are interested in helping serve communion at our 11 pm
service, please contact Anne Colpitts (455-6174 or colvez@nbnet.nb.ca) or Rev.
Rose-Hannah Gaskin at 458-1392 or rose-hannah@wilmotuc.nb.ca

Update on Givings
as of November 28, 2012

Local M&S Capital

Budget $199,200 $52,000 $34,600

Actual $196,400 $48,800 $33,800

Difference - $2,800 - $3,200   - $800 
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PLEASE NOTE: Wilmot Church will be closed on Tuesday, Dec. 4th from 12 - 2
pm to enable Marlene and Randy to accept an invitation to join the Seniors for their
Christmas gathering at Aggie’s.  Thank you for understanding.

DEC. 5 & 6: MEMORIAL TREE LIGHTING - at McAdam’s &  Oromocto
Funeral Homes.  See poster on bulletin board for more details.

ADVENT CAROL FESTIVAL:  The 23rd Annual Advent Carol Festival held
each year at St. Paul’s United Church  will be held on Wednesday, December 5 at
7:30 pm. Twelve local church and community choirs with 300 singers will present
a program of new, as well as familiar, Christmas music. This is a fundraiser for the
Fredericton Community Food Bank; a freewill offering will be received. The event
has raised $100,000 for area food banks over the past 22 years.

DEC. 8:  The Bel Canto Singers of Fredericton, under the direction of Anne Sessa,
present a concert of moving and beautiful Christmas music in Fredericton on
Saturday, December 8th at 7:30pm at Christ Church Cathedral. There will be music
for everyone, including selections from the Renaissance era, works by Rutter,
Poulenc, Pinkham and Chilcott plus favourite carols and a seasonal sing-a-long.
Suzanne McGillivary will be performing as guest organist and the choir will also
be accompanied by a brass quartet. Tickets are $15 adults, $10 students, $30 for a
family and are available at Westminster Books, from choir members and at the
door. The Bel Canto Singers will be holding auditions for new members in January.
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  s e n d  a n  e - m a i l  t o
frederictonbelcantosingers@gmail.com

DEC. 9:  A commemoration service for The National Day of Remembrance and
Action on Violence Against Women will be held on Sunday, December 9, at 3:00
pm at St. Dunstan’s Church on Regent Street. Samaria House, the Muriel McQueen
Fergusson Centre for Family Violence, Elder Imelda Perley, the Legislature
Secretary on the Status of Women, Transition House and the United Way will be
represented, as well as violinist Angel Tang, and singer-songwriter Vangie Inman.
The Day of Remembrance was established by the Parliament of Canada in 1991 as
December 6 marking the anniversary of the murders in 1989 of 14 young women
at l’Ecole Polytechnique de Montreal. The December 9th service is prepared by the
Fredericton Women’s InterChurch Council who welcome all who wish to eliminate
gender-based violence. 
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DEC. 14:  CHRISTMAS WITH THE LAPOINTES on December 14 at 7:30 pm
at The Playhouse.  See poster on bulletin board for more details.

DEC. 15:  Music lovers can enjoy the first live performance in the province of
Dvorak's Mass in D Major. Conducted by Heather Dunham, the Fredericton Choral
Society will perform this wonderfully melodious work in Grace Memorial Baptist
Church on Saturday, December 15th at 7.30pm. David Steeves will accompany the
choir on organ. Members of the choir will sing the solo parts, individually and in
small groups.   The second half of the concert celebrates Christmas with a selection
of carols by renowned British composer John Rutter, both original compositions
and arrangements of well-known carols, sung a capella, with organ accompaniment
or piano accompaniment by Catherine Macdonald. Tickets available at Westminster
Books, from choir members, at Grace Memorial Church and at the door the night
of the concert. Adults $20, seniors $15, Students $10, children $5.

Ministers:
Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin       Rev. Ellen Beairsto
           292-1680              206-1943         

Ministers Emeriti: 
Rev. Bob Jones, Rev. Cliff Moase, Rev. Vic Moriarty 

Organist: Virginia Leiter    
   Choir Director: Steven Peacock 

            Secretary: Marlene Phillips             Sexton: Randy Randall
Church Office: 458-1066

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT
Dec. 2 - 9

TODAY: Advent I - White Gift Sunday
   11:00 am WORSHIP and SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 pm COFFEE & CONVERSATION
  1:00 pm FREDERICTON MALE CHORUS
Monday, Dec. 3:
2-4&6:30 pm LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC
  6:30 pm SPECIAL OLYMPICS
  6:45 pm TOASTMASTERS CLUB - Board Room
Tuesday, Dec. 4:
12:00 pm WILMOT SENIORS - Aggie’s Restaurant
12:00 pm OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room
  6:30 pm SPANISH CLUB - Board Room 
  6:30 pm PASTORAL HEALTH & CARE - Parlour
  7:00 pm MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
Wednesday, Dec. 5:
  9:00 am MORNING OUT/QUILTERS - Parlour
10:00 am WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT - Fireside Room
10:00 am TOY LIBRARY
12:15 pm ADVENT SERVICE - Sanctuary
  7:00 pm PRAYER SHAWLS - Parlour
  7:00 pm STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE - S.S. Room
  7:00 pm OUTREACH COMMITTEE - Board room 
  7:00 pm NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room
Thursday, Dec. 6: BLOOD DONOR CLINIC Noon - 4 pm
   1:00 pm WILMOT DABBLERS - Board Room  
 6:30 pm HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE
 7:00 pm PAINTING CLASS - Board Room
 7:00 pm MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
 7:30 pm SENIOR CHOIR PRACTICE
Sat.  Dec. 8:
 10:30 am RAINBOW BRUNCH - Parlour
 10:00 am TOY LIBRARY
   6:30 pm DROP-IN CENTRE 
Sunday, Dec. 9: ADVENT II - HANGING OF THE GREENS 
  9:30 am ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 am WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 pm COFFEE & CONVERSATION
  3:00 pm OLD FASHIONED CHRISTMAS PARTY
  4:15 pm CAROL SING - Sanctuary followed by Turkey Dinner
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ANNUAL PROGRESSIVE DINNER:

Be sure to mark December 14th on

your calendars for Wilmot’s annual

Pot Luck Progressive Dinner. This

year we will begin at 6 pm with

appetizers at the homes of Sally McAllister and Rose Hannah

Gaskin (347 St. John Street) Then we will travel the short

distance to the home of Kirby and Gil Keyser for the main course

(337 University Avenue). Dessert will be hosted by George and

Barbara Cross (126 Waterloo Row). All of our hosts this year live

within blocks of each other so the travel should be seamless. This

is a planned pot luck, so if you would like to take part, would you

please call either Susan Breen ( 450-4072) or Ann Kennedy (453-

9302) to let them know which course you would like to contribute

to. For a festive evening of fun, fellowship and great food, be

sure to give us a call! 


