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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
ADVENT TWO

December 9, 2012
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

Piano Selections Carolyn Munro

Prelude: Carol for the 2nd Sunday in Advent (Chauvet)

 * Introit: Hope Is a Star - verse 2 VU #7
(Children process down the centre aisle and gather at the front) 

Welcome to our Church 
One: Come as an Advent people; praise the God of promise.
All: We come with glad and thankful hearts.
One: Follow the holy way; make the path straight.
All: We will walk the road to Bethlehem.     

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting - The Candle of Peace
(Light one blue candle)
Long before candles were used as decorations, they served a very
practical purpose of providing much needed light.  A candle burning
would point one in the right direction, guiding one safely home or
keeping a ship from being lost at sea.  Candles and the light they
provide point the way forward. 
Candles also have great symbolic meaning.  From anticipation to
thankfulness to peace, candles are often used to relay and symbolize
these basic human emotions.
John the Baptist came to prepare the way for the arrival of the
Messiah.  He came as a light to point the way forward in this new
time that God was preparing.
Those who were self-satisfied and did not want to hear God’s voice
tried to drown out the message that John was bringing.  But for
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those who were ready to start over and embrace a new time, God’s
time, John’s message brought not only hope, but also peace.
We light this second candle as a sign of peace, the peace that comes
in the midst of chaos when we allow God to speak to us in new way.
(Light the second candle)               

Visiting the Manger

Prayer of Opening
God of the unexpected and undreamt:
in this holy season, instill your hope in our hearts.
Prepare us;
prepare us so we can hear again the song of the angels
and see again the beckoning star.  Amen.       

HANGING OF THE GREENS

Introduction: 
Traditions enrich our celebrations - they deepen our experiences ...
In the season of Advent, Christians participate in many special
traditions that mark the four weeks of expectant waiting. Here at
Wilmot, “the hanging of the greens” is a tradition. During this time,
we recall the meaning of Christmas lights and bells, poinsettias,
garlands and wreaths. As we decorate the church for this special
season we also dedicate these symbols and ourselves to the glory of
God.
Bells: 
One: For centuries the ringing bells from church steeples called

people to worship or proclaimed news to all
All: Amen
Chimes: 
One: The sweet sounds of the chimes remind us of God’s angels

hovering near the earth. Peace on earth, good will to all
people.

All:  Amen. 
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Poinsettias: 

One: The flowers symbolize that all life is sacred. “And God saw
that it was good.”

All: Amen. 
Evergreen Garlands and Wreaths:
One: The evergreens symbolize the new life that is ours as we

embrace again the coming of the Christ child. “For unto us a
child is born.”

All: Amen. 
Lights: 

One: The lights on our tree are a reminder that God’s love radiates
through the world and rests on us to lighten our darkness.
“And the star stood over the place where the baby lay.”

All: Our house is ready...let us open the doors and
welcome all to come in. Hallelujah. Amen.

* Opening Hymn: Herald! Sound The Note of Gladness
VU #28

Story time for the Young and Young at Heart Rev. E. Beairsto

* Hymn: A Candle Is Burning  (verses 1 and 2) VU #6

Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing: Luke 1: 68 -

79

Silent  Prayer

Assurance of God’s Love:
I wait for God with longing; 
I put my hope in God’s Word. 
My soul waits for God more eagerly than 
watchers for the morning.                  Psalm 130:5-6             

* Hymn:   God of All Places VU #4
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LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer of Preparation Ines von Waldow
Holy God, help us to give voice to the wonderful news: 
you, yourself are coming to dwell among us!
Quicken our imaginations to find new and creative ways
to proclaim Christ’s coming. Amen.                  

Scripture Readings: Malachi 3: 1-4 and Luke 3: 1-6

Congregational Response:
But as for me, I keep watch for the Lord;           
I wait in hope for God my Saviour;
my God will hear me.                Micah 7:7

Anthem: Let the Christ Child In (Althouse)

Sermon: Open to the Spirit: Let Go and See a Bigger Picture
Rev. R~H Gaskin

* Hymn: There’s a Voice in the Wilderness VU #18

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements

Invitation to The Offering

Offertory Music   

* Doxology 
What can I give him, poor as I am? VU #55 - Verse 4
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him - give my heart.      

* Prayer of Dedication
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Prayers of the People
You keep us waiting. 
You, the God of all time,
want us to wait
for the right time in which to discover
who we are, where we must go,
who will be with us, and what we must do.
Thank you . . . for the waiting time.
You keep us looking.
You, the God of all space,
want us to look in all the right and wrong places
for signs of hope,
for people who are hopeless,
for visions of a better world which will appear
among the disappointments of the world we know.
Thank you . . . for the looking time.
You keep us loving.
You, the God whose name is love,
want us to be like you—
to love the loveless and the unlovely and the unloveable;
to love without jealousy or design or threat;
and, most difficult of all,
to love ourselves.
Thank you . . . for the loving time.
And in all this,
you keep us.
Through hard questions with no easy answers;
through failing where we hoped to succeed
and making an impact when we felt we were useless;
through the patience and the dreams and the love of others;
and through Jesus Christ and his spirit,
you keep us.
Thank you . . . for the keeping time,
and for now,
and for ever.
Amen. Iona Community                      
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The Last Word: Philippians 1: 3 - 11
* Closing Hymn: It Came upon the Midnight Clear

VU #44
* Benediction
* Advent  Amen (Lucille Caseley)

Postlude: Lift Up Your Heads Ye Mighty Gates (Bender)

*************************************************************
MEMORIAL FLOWERS 

In memory of Placed by
Jonathan Kenyon Bob & Elaine Kenyon
Roy & Clara Young Bill & Mary Young & Family
Lloyd & Peggy Jamieson

and brother, Ronnie The Family
Maggie MacLeod Bill & Susan MacLeod
Donnie Phillips Marlene and Family
Carl & Bertha Rawn The Family
Hubert & Phyllis Atkinson Blaine & Anne Marie Atkinson
Rupert & Jessie Warnock Blaine & Anne Marie Atkinson
Virginia Lockerbie Beth & Jacques Paynter & Family
Ada Paynter Beth & Jacques Paynter & Family
Bill Howe Eva and Family
Stewart & Christine MacDougall Don & Lois MacDougall
Flowers have also been placed as we remember anyone who has lost a child
through miscarriage.

WELCOME  to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today.
There will be no Coffee & Conversation after church today as we prepare for the
Wilmot Christmas dinner later this afternoon.
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ADVENT BANNER: The candles of the Advent wreath - four purple ones in
Advent and the white Christ Candle at Christmas - ascend this design by Carolyn
Atkinson. Each is flanked by white doves, the dove being the symbol for the Holy
Spirit.  The background colour for the tapestry is blue, the alternate colour for
Advent.  It is called DOVES & CANDLES  

COFFEE & CONVERSATION:   December 23 and December 30
PLEASE HELP!!! We do not have people to host Coffee and Conversation on
December 23 or December 30. This is a wonderful time for us to meet and share
time with friends and family home for Christmas.  Nancy is recuperating from her
knee surgery, and I will be visiting our children and grand-children in Ontario.
Perhaps a couple of friends or families could join together to cover these dates. The
sign-up sheet is posted by the window where you pick up your tea or coffee. Please
consider if you could help as we would not want there to be no opportunity to visit
after church – especially at this most social time of the year.   Thank you.

Susan MacLeod

PLEASE NOTE:  Christmas Shopping at the Fair Trade Coffee Sales booth will
be open on December 16th and December 23rd ONLY before Christmas, as Sunday
the 9th is the Christmas dinner and the kitchen will be in use. If anyone wants
something wrapped up for that office/hostess/gift for a relative that has everything
or would like to check out our Snowflake Chocolate lollipops for stocking stuffers,
they are free to see us on either of the dates above. For more information, or ideas
on packages that we can wrap up for you for please contact Gayle at
gaylemacd@gmail.com. Merry Christmas from your Fair Trade staff, Gayle
and Breagh (with inspiration from Jilanna!) 

VOLUNTEERS needed for Christmas Eve Services: We are looking for volunteers
to help greet, usher and general hospitality at our Christmas Eve Services (7 pm and
11 pm).  If you are able to help, please contact Shirley Cleave (459-7743 or
scleave@unb.ca).  If you are interested in helping serve communion at our 11 pm
service, please contact Anne Colpitts (455-6174 or colvez@nbnet.nb.ca) or Rev.
Rose-Hannah Gaskin at 458-1392 or rose-hannah@wilmotuc.nb.ca

CAN YOU HELP?   I am hoping to car pool from Fredericton (Devon, Marysville,
or somewhere central) to the Burton Courthouse. My husband can drop me off at
a location convenient to you in the early morning. I cannot drive at night but will
be able to as the days get longer. I am happy to chip in for gas. Hours of work are
8:15 to 4:30. Please call me at 450-6395 or 470-2915, or e-mail
orenbach@nbnet.nb.ca. Thank you for your help. 
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DEC. 9:  A commemoration service for The National Day of Remembrance and
Action on Violence Against Women will be held on Sunday, December 9, at 3:00
pm at St. Dunstan’s Church on Regent Street. Samaria House, the Muriel McQueen
Fergusson Centre for Family Violence, Elder Imelda Perley, the Legislature
Secretary on the Status of Women, Transition House and the United Way will be
represented, as well as violinist Angel Tang, and singer-songwriter Vangie Inman.
The Day of Remembrance was established by the Parliament of Canada in 1991 as
December 6 marking the anniversary of the murders in 1989 of 14 young women
at l’Ecole Polytechnique de Montreal. The December 9th service is prepared by the
Fredericton Women’s InterChurch Council who welcome all who wish to eliminate
gender-based violence. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Living Your Spiritual Gifts (LYSG) is an exciting journey of spiritual growth in
which individuals discover their unique spiritual gifts.  The first sessions begin on
January 13th and January 20th following church.  You are invited to register at the
church office or the Stewards table.   Watch the bulletin for more details.

DEC. 14:  CHRISTMAS WITH THE LAPOINTES on December 14 at 7:30 pm
at The Playhouse.  See poster on bulletin board for more details.

DEC. 15:  Music lovers can enjoy the first live performance in the province of
Dvorak's Mass in D Major. Conducted by Heather Dunham, the Fredericton Choral
Society will perform this wonderfully melodious work in Grace Memorial Baptist
Church on Saturday, December 15th at 7.30pm. David Steeves will accompany the
choir on organ. Members of the choir will sing the solo parts, individually and in
small groups.   The second half of the concert celebrates Christmas with a selection
of carols by renowned British composer John Rutter, both original compositions
and arrangements of well-known carols, sung a capella, with organ accompaniment
or piano accompaniment by Catherine Macdonald. Tickets available at Westminster
Books, from choir members, at Grace Memorial Church and at the door the night
of the concert. Adults $20, seniors $15, Students $10, children $5.

CHECK IT OUT:  Summary of Freddy Wanbango Mwenengabo presentation on
Congo is available at :
 http://wilmotuc.nb.ca/pdf/CongoWilmotSummary25nov2012.pdf with a link to it
from the scrolling newsfeed on the HOME page at http://wilmotuc.nb.ca. Freddy
has just received word that he will be selected by the US congress to provide
testimony to their Committee for Africa about the war in Congo! 
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A NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM  – Come visit the village of Bethlehem on Christmas
night! The marketplace is busy with artisans, bakers and families at work!
Shepherds invite you to the manger where live animals surround the living nativity.
Brunswick Street Baptist Church, Friday, December 7, 6:30-9 pm; Saturday,
December 8, 1:30-4:30 pm. All welcome. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES at Wilmot

  4 pm Children’s Service
  7 pm Family Service
11 pm Communion by intinction

DEC.30 - Worship at 11 am at Wilmot United Church.  This service will be shared
with our friends from St. Paul’s. The Reverends Ellen Beairsto and Lori Beth
Sheffield-Bowles are co-presiding.
 

Ministers:
Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin       Rev. Ellen Beairsto
           292-1680              206-1943         

Ministers Emeriti: 
Rev. Bob Jones, Rev. Cliff Moase, Rev. Vic Moriarty 

Organist: Virginia Leiter    
   Choir Director: Steven Peacock 

            Secretary: Marlene Phillips             Sexton: Randy Randall
Church Office: 458-1066

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT
Dec 9 - 16

TODAY: Advent II - Hanging The Greens
   11:00 am WORSHIP and SUNDAY SCHOOL
     1:00 pm FREDERICTON MALE CHORUS
     3:00 pm OLD FASHIONED CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
Monday, Dec. 10:
  6:00 pm U.C.W. - Parlor
  6:30 pm SPECIAL OLYMPICS
  6:45 pm TOASTMASTERS CLUB - Board Room
Tuesday, Dec. 11:
12:00 pm OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room
12:00 pm WORSHIP COMMITTEE - Parlor
  7:00 pm MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
Wednesday, Dec.12:
  9:00 am MORNING OUT/QUILTERS - Parlour
10:00 am WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT - Fireside Room
10:00 am TOY LIBRARY
12:15 pm ADVENT SERVICE - Sanctuary
  7:00 pm NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room
Thursday, Dec. 13:
  1:00 pm WILMOT WRITERS - Parlor
 6:30 pm HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE
 7:00 pm PAINTING CLASS - Board Room
 7:00 pm MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
 7:30 pm SENIOR CHOIR PRACTICE
Friday, Dec. 14:
   6:00 pm PROGRESSIVE DINNER
Sat.  Dec.15
 10:00 am TOY LIBRARY
   6:30 pm DROP-IN CENTRE 
Sunday, Dec.16: ADVENT III 
  9:30 am ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 am WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 pm COFFEE & CONVERSATION


