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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
ADVENT THREE

 December 16, 2011
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

Piano Selections Carolyn Munro

Prelude: Sleep My Darling Child (Bach)

Handbell Prelude: Veni Emmanuel/Come, Thou Almighty
King/ In the Bleak Midwinter

The Frank T. Pridham Memorial Handbell Choir

* Introit: Hope Is a Star - verse 3 VU #7
(Children process down the centre aisle with symbol of peace) 

Welcome to our Church 
Come as an Advent people; praise the God of promise.

We come with glad and thankful hearts.
Follow the holy way; make the path straight.

We will walk the road to Bethlehem.     

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting - The Candle of Joy
The Heard Family

Today is the third Sunday in Advent.  We join with the writers of the
Bible in shouting for joy that God is always with us.  The child of
Mary brought a message of compassion and healing, the things that
make for real joy: that joy spreads as we follow Jesus' words and
actions.  The first Advent candle reminds us to have hope for a
better world.   (Light the first blue candle.) 
The second Advent candle reminds us that God's dreams for peace
can become real in our world.  (Light the second blue candle.) 
Today, we light the third Advent candle.  It reminds us that God calls
us to be part of the healing of the world –to  bring real joy: (Light the
pink candle.)  
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Prayer of Opening
In the long night of the winter sky, a star.
In the grunts and snorts and stampings of a stable, 
a baby’s cry.
In the wilderness beside the Jordan, 
a witness to the Light.
See and hear and sense the signs, 
the signs of your call to be bearers of God’s justice 
and peace.
We hear your call, O God, and in love we answer.  

* Opening Hymn:    A Candle is Burning (vs. 1,2 & 3) VU #6

Time with the Children and the Youth 

Song: The Greatest Gift Ages 8, 9 & 10 Class

Play: The Christmas Guest
(Based on Leo Tolstoy’s story “Papa Panov’s Special day”.)
“For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat.
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger, and you clothed me,
I was sick and you looked after me.”      Matthew 25: 35-36

Shoemaker Olivia Rowinski
Street sweeper Matthew Chase
A Mother Mya Young
Young Boy Jamie Heard
Voice of Jesus Nathan Gorey
Narrators Isaiah Rowinski, Colton

Gough, and Ellen Beairsto
Hymns Sung During the Play    (see insert - 1 verse)

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear VU #44
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VU #1
Silent Night VU #67

Songs Away in a Manger
The ‘Jesus Loves Me’ Christmas Song

(words by Lucille Caseley)
Happy Birthday Baby Jesus
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Connecting To Our Heart’s Longing:
Merciful God, 
always with us, always coming:
we confess that we do not know
how to prepare for your Advent.
We have forgotten how to hope in miracles;
we have ignored the promise of your Kingdom;
we get distracted by all the busyness of this season.
Forgive us, God.
Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds,
the intelligent courage of the Magi,
and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph,
that we may journey with them to Bethlehem,
and find the Good News of a child born for us.
Now, in the quiet of our hearts,
we ask you to make us ready for his coming.  Amen.           

Silence

Assurance of God's Love:  Isaiah 12: 2-6

* Hymn: Hark the Glad Sound VU #29

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer of Preparation Guy Vezina
Open these age-old words to us, O God.
Open them to us so they can be new and fresh.
Open them to us so your call can be heard again 
in this time and place.
Give us what we need so that we too can answer 
in grace and in truth.   Amen.      

Scripture Reading: Zephaniah 3: 14-20
Congregational Response:

But as for me, I keep watch for the Lord;           
I wait in hope for God my Saviour;
my God will hear me.                Micah 7:7                 
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Anthem: Christmas Lullaby (Rutter)

Sermon: God’s Animating  Love Rev. R~H Gaskin

* Hymn: What Child Is This VU #74

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements

Invitation to The Offering
God’s Word of hope is coming into the world.
Hope for the lowly, the broken, and the fearful.
Hope for a better world.
In anticipation of God’s hope, let us offer our gifts, 
preparing for the coming of Christ among us.

Frances Flook, Emo/Devlin P.C., Emo, Ont. 

Offertory Music

* Doxology VU #55 - Verse 4
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him - give my heart.     

* Prayer of Dedication
Gift of power
Gift of grace
Gift of God
Receive our gifts
and make them gifts
for the whole world.  Amen.     

 Kate Crawford, First-St. Andrew’s U.C., London, Ont.

Prayers of the People 
“A voice cries in the wilderness: 
prepare the way of the Lord!”
O God, we pray that in our hearts your way may be prepared, 
that the path among us, by which your Spirit comes, 



5

may be made straight.
Prepare among us the path of peace.  
Grant the peace that comes in following your ways, 
in opening our lives to you, and sharing our gifts for your sake.
Prepare among us the path of love.  
We pray for all who need to be embraced by love: 
all who are cramped and narrowed in spirit; 
all who have lost the ability to trust; 
all who ache for a signal they are cherished, 
or even noticed by someone; 
all who struggle with a lifetime burden 
of being told they are not good enough.
Prepare among us, O God, the path of hope.  
We pray for those in need of hope today:  
all who mourn the death of a loved one; 
who grieve the end of a relationship; 
who are worried for a friend;   
all who are anxious for a family member’s health; 
people who are overwhelmed by illness or disability; 
who live in the midst of social collapse, 
warfare or grinding poverty.
Prepare among us the path of joy.  
We pray for those whose spirits need to be buoyed up
and who have forgotten childhood’s gift 
of taking delight in the simple things of life, 
which come from you, O generous God.               

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Last Word: Philippians 4: 4-7       

* Hymn: People, Look East VU #9

* Commissioning and Benediction
Return now to our world with its pain and wonder, 
remembering the words of the prophets, 
the faithfulness of Mary, 
and the longing of all
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who yearn for a sign of hope.
And may the blessing of God who is ever faithful, 
the blessing of Christ who still comes to us, 
and the blessing of the Holy Spirit who moves within us 
and throughout our world, 
rest upon us and abide with us, this day and forevermore.  Amen.
 
* Advent Amen (Lucille Caseley)

Postlude: Variations on “In Dulci Jubilo” (Bedard)
****************************************************************
If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship
Service.  
****************************************************************
WELCOME  to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today.
You are invited to join us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M.
Memorial Hall following the worship service.  Today’s hosts are: Sassi & Sally
Grace, Shirley Cleave and Donna Wiseman.

SYMPATHY: Our love and condolences are offered to Maynard & Betty Shore
and family on the recent death of Betty’s sister, Christina Godin; John & Phyllis
Schwartz on the recent death of Phyllis’ father, Bob Seeley and Bob Lutes and Pegi
McKay on the recent death of Pegi’s mother, Catherine McKay..

MEMORIAL: Flowers have been placed in the sanctuary this morning in memory
of Bill & Peggy Beairsto by the family

THANK YOU:  The Sanctuary Committee would like to thank everyone who
placed poinsettias in the sanctuary for our Hanging of the Greens service, they were
a beautiful addition



7

CHRISTMAS HAMPER PROGRAM: 
Our Christmas Hamper Program has once again
been completed. Thanks to the many
volunteers who made this possible. The gifts
for the Mitten tree together with monetary
donations from individuals and groups all have
contributed to help make this program a
success. Thanks also to the volunteers who

helped with the gift wrapping, and delivering the hampers. You have helped to
make many newcomer families feel welcome to our community.

PLEASE NOTE:  Christmas Shopping at the Fair Trade Coffee Sales booth will
be open on December 16th and December 23rd. If anyone wants something wrapped
up for that office/hostess/gift for a relative that has everything or would like to
check out our Snowflake Chocolate lollipops for stocking stuffers, they are free to
see us on either of the dates above. For more information, or ideas on packages that
we can wrap up for you for please contact Gayle at gaylemacd@gmail.com.
Merry Christmas from your Fair Trade staff, Gayle and Breagh (with
inspiration from Jilanna!) 

TODAY:   All are welcome to the Cathedral for A Festival of Lessons and Carols
for Christmas today at 4:00 pm.

ADVENT ORGAN RECITAL: Christ Church Cathedral, Friday December 21,
12:10 pm-12:50 pm. Members of the Fredericton Organists’ Association will be
performing festive music of the season on both organ and piano. Admission by free
will donation. All are welcome! 

BUY A NIGHT GIFT CERTIFICATES ($10) are available from Marlene in the
Church Office.

CHECK IT OUT:  Summary of Freddy Wanbango Mwenengabo presentation on
Congo is available at :
 http://wilmotuc.nb.ca/pdf/CongoWilmotSummary25nov2012.pdf with a link to it
from the scrolling newsfeed on the HOME page at http://wilmotuc.nb.ca. Freddy
has just received word that he will be selected by the US congress to provide
testimony to their Committee for Africa about the war in Congo! 

8

LIVING YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS
Living Your Spiritual Gifts is a program designed to help
individuals discover their unique spiritual gifts and how they may
use these gifts in the ministries at Wilmot. It’s a self-exploration
in three steps- Discovering, Discerning and Commissioning.
The Discovering session has two parts. Part 1 explores information
on spiritual gifts and provides an overview of the program. This
part will be offered twice, Jan.13th and Jan.20th after church in the
parlor 12:15-1:30 . Everyone is invited!
Part 2 is for those who wish to go further in the Spirit-Gifts
program.  The Discovering session will take place Jan.26th,10:00-
2:30 in the parlor. This part will involve group work, individual
self-inquiry and reflection time.  The Discerning session on
Feb.2nd(2hours)will enable individuals to name their spiritual gifts
and explore how best to use these gifts in the ministries at Wilmot.
Individual interviews with Rev. Rose-Hannah will be part of this
session.  At a later date, a Commissioning will take place during
Sunday worship.   Please register at the church office for Jan.13th

or Jan.20th.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES at Wilmot

  4 pm Children’s Service
  7 pm Family Service
11 pm Communion by intinction

DEC.30 - Worship at 11 am at Wilmot United Church.  This service will be shared
with our friends from St. Paul’s. The Reverends Ellen Beairsto and Lori Beth
Sheffield-Bowles are co-presiding.
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT
Dec 16 - 23

TODAY: Advent III
 11:00 am WORSHIP and SUNDAY SCHOOL
 12:00 pm COFFEE & CONVERSATION
   1:00 pm FREDERICTON MALE CHORUS

Monday, Dec17:
2-4 & 6:30 pm LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC
   6:00 pm U.C.W. - Parlor
   6:30 pm SPECIAL OLYMPICS

Tuesday, Dec. 18:
12:00 pm OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room
  7:00 pm BOOK CLUB - Parlor
  7:00 pm MARTIAL ARTS - Gym

Wednesday, Dec.19:
  9:00 am MORNING OUT/QUILTERS - Parlour
10:00 am TOY LIBRARY
12:15 pm COME AND FIND THE QUIET CENTRE - Sanctuary
  7:00 pm NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room

Thursday, Dec. 20:
 6:30 pm HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE
 7:00 pm PAINTING CLASS - Board Room
 7:00 pm MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
 7:30 pm SENIOR CHOIR PRACTICE

Friday, Dec. 21:
12:00 pm FOOD FOR LIFE - Board Room

Sunday, Dec.23: ADVENT IV / BAPTISM 
  9:30 am ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 am WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 pm COFFEE & CONVERSATION

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear

It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,

from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold,

“Peace on the earth, good will to all,
from heaven’s all-gracious King!”

The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lowly exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

Silent Night

Silent Night!  Holy Night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.



Ministers:
Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin       Rev. Ellen Beairsto
           292-1680              206-1943         

Ministers Emeriti: 
Rev. Bob Jones, Rev. Cliff Moase, Rev. Vic Moriarty 

Organist: Virginia Leiter    
   Choir Director: Steven Peacock 

            Secretary: Marlene Phillips             Sexton: Randy Randall
Church Office: 458-1066

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/


