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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
February 19, 2012
http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER
Prelude: Symphony IV: Andante Cantabile (Widor)

Call to Worship
Jesus went to the mountain and was changed. 
Transformed.

But change is hard for us.
You call us, O God, to change our lives.

But change is hard for us.
You call us, O God, to change our hearts.

But change is hard for us.
You call us, O God, to change our thinking.

But change is hard for us.
Open our lives, our hearts, our thinking,

Open us, O God, to your loving changes.   

Welcome to the Church

We Light the Christ Candle

Opening Prayer
God of power and wonder, 
we are awestruck by the glory of your presence.
We rejoice at what we can see;
we marvel at what we cannot see.
You dazzle us with your brightness;
you overshadow us as with a great cloud.
Loving, protecting, challenging, nurturing, 
you strengthen and transform us.
May we may love and serve you, in all that we are and do.
Glory be to you.  Amen.           
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* Opening Hymn: Let There Be Light VU #679

Time With the Children

Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing
God of Transfiguration, 
you meet us in the ordinary
as well as the extraordinary moments of life.
We seek you in the valleys
and on the mountaintops.
Yet we admit
that too often our eyes are blind to your presence,
too often our ears are deaf to your call.
When you reach out to us
through the cries of the hungry and homeless,
too often our hearts shrink from your touch.
Forgive us, we pray
and set us free to love and serve.          

Silent Prayer

Assurance of God’s Love  

* Hymn: In the Bulb There Is a Flower VU #703

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer of Preparation Eugene MacLean
O You who are the Light of the minds that know you, 
the Life of the hearts that love you, 
the Strength of the spirits that seek you;
help us so to know you that we may truly love you,
so to love you that we may fully serve you,
in whose service is perfect freedom.              

First Scripture Reading: 2 Kings 2: 1-12              

Anthem: “Here Am I, Send Me” (Wells)

Second Scripture Reading: Mark 9: 2-9
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The Lord’s Prayer VU #959

Sermon: More than We Can Ask or Imagine Rev. R-H Gaskin

Time for Silent Reflection

* Hymn: We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding VU #104

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements

Invitation to The Offering

Offertory Music

* Doxology VU #541
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.                                 

* Prayer of Dedication
Receive our gifts, O God.
May they be used to show forth to the world
the greatness of your love.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
your perfect gift and our Saviour. Amen.   

Prayers of the People  
God eternal, our times are held within your hands, our lives are
shaped by your design from before our birth. 
You take hold of what has happened 
and nurture within it what you wish to be. 
Like a wise mother, you give us both freedom and guidance. 
How wise and caring you are, most blessed God; 
we praise you and thank you.
God eternal, our times are open to your Spirit, 
our lives await your touch.
God of mercy, fountain of loving care, 
wellspring of blessing and source of our hope:
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help us to break through the dry surface of our parched lives
to find the life that flows beneath, quietly, deeply, cool with
refreshment—
that living water for our souls 
which is the Spirit of Christ your Son.
We ask for these your gifts:
for all in hospital or nursing home, 
healing and encouragement;
for all living with long-term threats 
to their health or well-being, patience and endurance;
for all who are worried, ease of heart;
for all who are lonely, some human contact;
for all who are anxious about their job, 
or who are looking for work, fortitude;
for all who are wondering what path in life to take, 
a sense of being able to trust that you, God, will guide them.
Finally we think of our own individual lives.
We take some moments of silence 
to give you our thanks for the blessing you have given us, 
and to ask for the needs that weigh most upon us ...
God of mercy, eternal source of life renewed and abundant, 
rise up and flood with loving care every withered life 
and every heart that thirsts for you.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.                   

 * Closing Hymn: Now Thank We All Our God VU #236

* Commissioning

* Benediction 

* Choral Amen

Postlude: Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow (Post)
****************************************************************
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BULLETINS:     Today’s bulletin is sponsored in honour of the
100th birthday of Jean Griffiths on Feb. 16 - by Bill and Susan
MacLeod.

WELCOME  to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today.
You are invited to join us for  COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M.
Young Memorial Hall.

PLEASE NOTE:  A week ago today was "Celebration Sunday" for our
Stewardship Program.  Unfortunately, poor weather prevented many from attending
our celebration worship and party.  If you were absent, please visit the Stewards’
table during coffee and conversation to pick up the bulletin insert and white
envelope.  Inside the envelope is a blank Steps Chart on one side and a copy of the
Narrative Budget on the other.  This is an invitation to support the mission, ministry
and programming at Wilmot by moving up a step and a place to leave your name
and address is provided.  PAR applications are available as well.  This is an
exciting time to be part of what God is calling us to do.  Please take this
opportunity to join others in the financial support of ministry at Wilmot United
Church.  PAR donors can also move up by contacting Marlene in the church office.

THE OBSERVER:  It’s time to renew or sign up for a subscription to  our
National Church magazine, The Observer.   Please use the envelope provided in the
bulletin.  ($20)  If paying by cheque, please make cheque payable to Wilmot United
Church.  Copies of this magazine are available in the rack by the Carleton Street
door of the Dr. G.M. Young Memorial Hall if you would like to look at one.  
LENTEN STUDY SERIES:   You are invited to participate in this year's Lenten
study series Embracing an Adult Faith.  This DVD and book study series created
by Marcus Borg will run throughout Lent.   There will be two choices for the day
of the group: (1)  Thursday 4:00-5:30, five Thursdays through March or (2)
Saturday 12-1:30 five  Saturdays in March.   The books need to be ordered and the
cost is $15.  Please call the office to register early! 

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with
physical, emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the
Wilmot prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Karen Watson (366-5432).

INCOME TAX RECEIPTS are now available at the back of the sanctuary.  Please
pick up your receipt and help defray postage costs.
WILMOT SENIORS:  On Tuesday February 21st, we invite all seniors and
retirees to join us for "Tea at Two". For this week only, we will begin at two
o'clock with a light refreshment time which will be followed by a program of
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"Familiar and Favorite Music Identification" led by John Beyea. Come along and
join in the fun! Plan to stay at the church for Wilmot's Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper which will follow our time together. Looking ahead:   March 6th - Mid
winter Pot Luck Lunch followed by Bingo.

PANCAKE SUPPER:  It is almost time for Shrove Tuesday pancake supper.
Come and join us on the 21st starting a 5 pm. Menu: Pancakes: chocolate chip for
the kids and blueberry for the adults or just plain; baked beans; ham or sausage;
dessert, tea/coffee/juice.   Cost is $7 a person, $4 per child  or $20 for a family. We
still need a few more volunteers. If you would like to help let Ed Topolski know at
452-0171.

WILMOT’S ANNUAL MEETING will be held on Sunday, February 26th at
12:30 p.m. in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall.  Copies of the Annual Report
are available at the back of the sanctuary.  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE:  Monday, February 20, at 1:30 pm at
Brunswick Street Baptist Church, you are invited to the World Day of Prayer Bible
study on "Let Justice Prevail" written by Malaysian Women. Please bring your
Bible (favorite translation). Everyone is welcome. Refreshments will be provided
by Wilmot UCW. 

NOTICE TO ALL UNITED CHURCH MEN:   There will be a UCM Rally on
Saturday April 28, 2012 from 10 am - 4:30 pm at Trinity-St. Stephen's UC
in Amherst, NS. Mark the date on your calendar now! Here is a web link  to
additional information, including registration details. Watch for further
announcements! 

WANTED FOR CRAFTS:   Please save your empty toilet tissue rolls and candle
stubs for Wendy Lee Wallace.  If you have some she would really appreciate
receiving them.  Please give her a call 206-0450.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  For many years, teams from Wilmot have helped
Fredericton Community Kitchen staff prepare and serve Sunday evening meals to
less fortunate residents of our city. Teams of five to six volunteers help out at the
Kitchen once every 6 Sundays for approximately 2 hours (4:15 - 6:15). We now
have opportunities for individuals to join existing  teams  or  to become  alternates
who can be called on to fill in when needed. If you would like more information or
to become a Wilmot Community Kitchen volunteer, please contact Beth Paynter
at 454-5581 or email bpaynter@nb.sympatico.ca.

THE FREDERICTON BIBLES FOR MISSIONS THRIFT STORE will be
having their first Annual General Meeting(AGM) on February 22, 2012 at the
Christian Reformed Church on 121 McAdam Avenue, starting at 7:00 p.m. All
volunteers and those interested are invited to attend. Joyce Riewald from the Bible
League of Canada will be the guest speaker, and Frank Oostdyk from the BFM
Headquarters will also be attending. Refreshments will be served following the meeting.

PUBLIC FORUM:  Access to Justice - Moving Beyond Ability to Pay, February
24th at Wilmot Church. The Forum is a continuation of the project initiated by
Maritime Conference of the United Church to improve access for those without the
means to engage a lawyer. It developed into the Access to Justice Coalition
beginning with the research project by Social Work and Law students housed at
Wilmot in fall 2010. The Coalition has begun a province-wide network, met with
the Minister of Justice and received support from the Canadian Civil Liberties
Association. The one day Forum opens at 10:30 and has an Information Fair of
organizations which help people without means, a Keynote Speaker at 12:15 -
Donna Franey, Exec. Dir. of Dalhousie's Schulich School of Law on
"Sustainability: Diversity in Delivering Legal Services" and four Workshops at
1:45 on: Restorative Justice, Family Law (challenges/improvements), Access to
Benefits and Interdisciplinary Access to Justice - exploring how various
professions, organizations and volunteers might work together. The Forum is free
and all are welcome! Website: : http://www.marconf.ca/cia-atj.php

140th ANNIVERSARY:   Marysville United Church, 351 Canada Street, will be
celebrating their 140th Anniversary on Sunday, March 4 at 11:00 AM. Guest
Speaker will be The Honourable Graydon Nicholas Lieutenant Governor of New
Brunswick. Reception to follow, Everyone Welcome
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT
Feb. 19th - 26th

Today:
  9:25 am LECTIONARY BIBLE CONVERSATION
11:00 am WORSHIP and SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 pm COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
12:15 pm LISTENING SESSION - Fireside Room
12:30 pm WORSHIP COMMITTEE - Parlour
  1:00 pm FREDERICTON MALE CHORUS PRACTICE
Monday, Feb. 20:
2-4 & 6:30 pm LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC
  6:30 pm SPECIAL OLYMPICS - Gym
  7:00 pm TOASTMASTERS CLUB - Board Room
Tuesday, Feb. 21: SHROVE TUESDAY - PANCAKE SUPPER
12:00 pm OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room
  2:00 pm SENIORS - Parlour.  Please note the time!  
  5:00 pm PANCAKE SUPPER  - Gym
Wednesday, Feb. 22: ASH WEDNESDAY
  9:00 am MORNING OUT/QUILTERS - Parlour
10:00 am TOY LIBRARY
  7:00 pm ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE - Parlour
  7:00 pm OFFICIAL BOARD/STEERING COMMITTEE
  7:00 pm NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room
Thursday, Feb. 23:
   1:00 pm WILMOT WRITERS - Parlour
   3:00 pm INFORMATION TEAM - Parlour
   6:30 pm HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE
   7:00 pm PAINTING CLASS - Board Room
   7:00 pm MARTIAL ARTS CLUB - Gym
   7:30 pm SENIOR CHOIR PRACTICE
Friday, Feb. 24:
10:30 am ACCESS TO JUSTICE INFORMATION SESSION
12:00 pm FOOD FOR LIFE - Board Room
Saturday, Feb.25:
10:00 am TOY LIBRARY
  6:00 pm DROP-IN CENTRE - Gym
Sunday, Feb. 26: ANNUAL MEETING
  9:25 am LECTIONARY BIBLE CONVERSATION
11:00 am WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 pm SOUP LUNCHEON 
12:30 pm ANNUAL MEETING - Gym
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 1:00 pm FREDERICTON MALE CHORUS PRACTICE


