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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
COMMUNION

January 22, 2012
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

Prelude: Pastorale (Bach)

Choral Introit

Introduction of the Theme Janna Liebing
Claire Vezina

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Welcome to the Church

Call to Worship

Time With the Children Rev. Ellen Beairsto 

Opening Prayer
We have gathered to worship God. 
We have come seeking comfort, 
inspiration, community, and insight.
We have come to open ourselves 
to the power of God’s presence in our midst.
We have come to offer up the seasons 
and the turnings in our lives, 
and to ask God’s help in our learning and in our growing.  

Minute Message Maggie Clarke

* Hymn: Praise My Soul, the God of Heaven VU #240
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Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing:
O God of mystery, 
we confess that, more than deep questions, 
we love easy answers;
explaining away miracles, disarming the Good News, 
we domesticate your wild ways.
Teach us to love our questions, O God.
Teach us to struggle with faith.
Teach us to live with your holy mysteries.                  

Silent Prayer

Assurance of God’s Love  

* Hymn: Praise God for This Holy Ground MV #42

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer of Preparation
Eternal God, open our minds to hear your word,
our hearts to love your word,
and our lives to be obedient to your word,
through the power of your Spirit
and the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.     

Scripture Reading: Exodus Chapters 1,  2 and 3:1-13

Congregational Response:
This is the witness of God’s people.

Thanks be to God!                       

Anthem: Here in the House of the Lord (Besig)

Sermon: The God Who Hears Us Rev. R-H Gaskin

Time for Silent Reflection

* Hymn: What a Friend We Have in Jesus VU #664
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements

Invitation to The Offering

Offertory Music

Doxology # 541
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

Prayer of Dedication
Blessed are you, gracious God: 
you have given us life and freedom 
to be your people in the world.
Blessed are you, gracious God:
you have called us into the church, 
and into this community of faith, 
pilgrims together on the journey into new creation.
Blessed are you, gracious God: 
you have touched our hearts with hope, 
so that we long to see the day of your salvation.
Accept, now, these gifts we bring.  
Enable us to use them 
for the coming of your new community 
of justice and shalom.
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.                              

Prayers of the People - Thanksgiving
O Great Spirit, 
whose voice we hear in the winds,
and whose breath gives life to all the world, hear us. 
We come before you as your children.
We are small and weak; we need your strength and wisdom.
Let us walk in beauty,
and make our eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset. 
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May our hands respect the things you have made,
May our ears be sharp to hear your voice. 
Make us wise,
that we may know the things you have taught your people,
the lessons you have hidden in every leaf and rock.
We seek strength, not to be superior to our brothers and

sisters,
but to live in harmony with ourselves and all your creation.
Help us to be ever ready to come to you, 
so when life fades as a fading sunset, 
our spirits may come to you without shame. Amen.

Traditional Native American Prayer      

Prayer of Intercession:
O God, lover of the world, 
you hold all that you have created
within your compassionate embrace.
As you hold our lives 
torn by pain, sorrow or hatred within your aching heart,
we cry out for wholeness—
for ourselves, for those we love,
and for our world.
May your healing presence gently transform
the places of our lives where we hold pain.
May your loving presence be a comforting reality
for all those who find themselves 
in despair, lost or alone.
May your transforming presence
create generosity in place of greed,
harmony in place of hatred,
and everlasting justice where evil now reigns.
O God, lover of the world,
from the silence of our own hearts, 
we bring before you
these people and places that need
your healing, loving, transforming presence.
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Silence

O God, lover of the world,
this is your world,
and we claim your power and your presence
to make it whole.   Amen.                    

The Last Word

* Hymn: How Firm a Foundation VU #660

* Commissioning
Go into the world in peace. 
Love the Lord your God
with all your heart,
with all your soul,
with all your mind,
with all your strength,
and love your neighbour as yourself. 

Mark 12:30-31                  

* Benediction 
May the God who dances in creation, 
who embraces us with human love, 
who shakes our lives like thunder, 
bless us and drive us out with power, 
to fill the world with her justice. 

* Choral Amen

Postlude:      Upon a Rock the Church Doth Stand (Held)
****************************************************************
You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service.  
****************************************************************

BULLETINS: Today’s bulletin is sponsored by Linda and Peter
Gough to honour Rev. Ellen Beairsto on her retirement as minister
of St. Paul’s United Church, McAdam, NB.
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WELCOME  to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today.
You are invited to join us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M.
Young Memorial Hall.

PLEASE NOTE:   The congregation is invited to join the Prayer Circle in praying
for the Celebrate Stewardship Program, that begins Jan. 15th and continues to Feb.
12th.  We pray that we connect God’s overflowing generosity to us, to our need to
respond faithfully through our giving.   The Prayer Circle offers confidential prayer
support for those with physical, emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your
concerns added to the Wilmot prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Karen
Watson (366-5432).

WILMOT BOOK CLUB meets on Tuesday evening, January 24 at 7:00 pm. This
month we will be discussing our 2012 choice of the Classics: The Scarlet Letter by
Nathaniel Hawthorne. Everyone is welcome to join us around the fireplace in the
parlour over tea, to remember one of the great themes of American literature which
many of us studied in high school. Please come whether you have read the novel
recently or not.

ANNUAL REPORTS:   We would like to have the annual report ready for
distribution on Feb. 12th.  In order to accomplish this, we need your report no later
than Feb. 3rd - the sooner the better of course!   If possible, please email your report
to Marlene at wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca      Thank you.

MISSING:  Has anyone seen a denim cloth bag - “Marlene’s Bag” - used for
Sunday deposits?

WILMOT SENIORS:  Our next gathering will be held on Tuesday February 7,
at 1:30 pm in the Parlour. This will be a Games Day, so if you enjoy 45's, bridge,
scrabble, cribbage, puzzles and lots more, be sure to join us! As usual, there will
be a delicious refreshment time which will be provided this month by Group 3. All
seniors and retirees are very welcome to attend.

CURLING: Curling for Wilmot UC members and friends at the Capital Winter
Club on Saturday, February 11th at 7 pm.   No curling experience necessary.  Bring
clean, dry, rubber soled shoes.  All other equipment will be supplied.  Refreshments
to follow.  $11 per person.  Contact:   Jim Nicholson at 455-5376.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

THE FREDERICTON MALE CHORUS, a 20-voice three- and four-part men's
choir directed by Steven Peacock, is currently looking for new members. We meet
at Wilmot United Church (please use the Carleton Street parking lot entrance) from
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. every Sunday. No formal audition is required, and the cost for
members is $25 per term ($50 per year). Among other projects, the FMC presents
a varied program of spirituals, shanties, folk songs, and anthems at a yearly concert
every May, with monies raised going to the Chrysalis House and Samaria House.
For more information, please call the director at 452-0170 or e-mail
speacoc1@unb.ca.

NEEDED: Someone willing to transport a senior lady on weekly errands -  bank,
grocery, etc.   Walker and wheelchair.    If you can help, please contact:
cloggb@hotmail.com

CHOCOLATE TASTING EVENT:  Saturday, January 28, 7-9:30 pm - Third
Annual Chocolate Tasting event supports “Changes” –a social enterprise providing
skill development on the job.   Treat yourself to “Changes” Chocolate Tasting
Event at the Delta – Enjoy 4 local businesses who provide a special chocolate treat,
Fashion show, silent Auction, music & cash bar. Doors open to view silent auction
items at 6:30 pm. Advance tickets only! available at “Changes” 1245 Hanwell Rd.
Only $39.00 each and $15.00 from each ticket is a tax receipt. You can reserve by
phone at 506-454-1734

NEEDED: A gentleman living in a bachelor apartment is looking for a small
kitchen table with chairs and a bed frame for his single bed. If you have any of
these items, please call Monica Coll @ 238-1066. Thanks!

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP:   Hospice is now taking names for their next Grief
Support Group which will be held in the late winter. Should you have members in
your congregation who may benefit from this kind of support please feel free to
contact:   Stephanie Golding, Program Coordinator - Hospice F’ton at 472-8185.

THE FREDERICTON CHORAL SOCIETY welcomes new and returning
members to rehearse Haydn's "The Seasons" for a concert in April. Rehearsals at
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 986 Smythe Street on Tuesdays
from 7:30 to 9:30 pm.  Membership - adults $25, students $10, family $40. For
more information call Janet at 488-9894.
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT
Jan 22 - 29

Today:
  9:25 am LECTIONARY BIBLE CONVERSATION
11:00 am WORSHIP and SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 pm COFFEE & CONVERSATION
12:30 pm WORSHIP COMMITTEE - Fireside Room
  1:00 pm FREDERICTON MALE CHORUS PRACTICE
Monday, Jan. 23:
   Noon U.C.W. - Parlour
  6:30 pm SPECIAL OLYMPICS - Gym
  7:00 pm TOASTMASTERS CLUB - Board Room
Tuesday, Jan. 24:
12:00 pm OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room
  7:00 pm BOOK CLUB - Parlour
  7:00 pm MARTIAL ARTS CLUB - Gym
Wednesday, Jan. 25:
  9:00 am MORNING OUT/QUILTERS - Parlour
10:00 am TOY LIBRARY
  7:00 pm OFFICIAL BOARD - Parlour
  7:00 pm NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room
Thursday, Jan. 26:
   1:00 pm WILMOT WRITERS - Parlour
   3:00 pm INFORMATION TEAM - Parlour
   6:30 pm HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE
   7:00 pm PAINTING CLASS - Board Room
   7:00 pm MARTIAL ARTS CLUB - Gym
   7:30 pm SENIOR CHOIR PRACTICE
Friday, Jan. 27:
12:00 pm FOOD FOR LIFE (Weight Loss Program) - Board Room
Saturday, Jan. 28:
10:00 am TOY LIBRARY
  6:00 pm DROP-IN CENTRE - Gym
Sunday, Jan. 29:
  9:25 am LECTIONARY BIBLE CONVERSATION
11:00 am SUNDAY WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 pm COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
  1:00 pm FREDERICTON MALE CHORUS PRACTICE

PLEASE NOTE:   Rev. Rose-Hannah’s office number is 458-1392 not 1391 as
printed in the new phone book.
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Announcements continued

INTERMEDIATES AT MARITIME CONFERENCE: This event is for United
Church youth ages 12-14.  It will be held at Mount Allison University, Sackville,
NB.  This is a 3 day residential event to explore and experience being part of the
church through games, music, discussion, and worship.  Please see the bulletin
board downstairs for more information.

DIVORCECARE:  Are there those you know who are feeling the pain caused by
marital estrangement, separation or divorce? They can find hope at DivorceCare.
This 13 week program which features expert video segments and small group
discussion provides practical suggestions for getting through and overcoming the
results of marital breakup. A new session is beginning on Tuesday, January 24, 2012
at 6:45 pm in the Boardroom at Brunswick Street Baptist Church. For more
information contact the church office at 458-8348 or Gloria Tranquilla at 472-5563.
There is no cost for this program. All are welcome.

WOMEN IN MINISTRY:    The Gift of Renewal 
Feb 19 - 21, Sun 7pm to Tue 3 pm (Snow date Feb. 26-28, 2012) 
A spacious time away for retreat, rest and sharing lead by Rev. Jane Johnson,
President, Maritime Conference, United Church of Canada, and Sue King-Darby
and Lori Crocker, diaconal ministers who have offered leadership at
Tatamagouche Centre for many years. 
Cost: $225 ($70 tuition + $155 meals/accommodations) + $50 private room. 
Contact Tatamagouche centre: 1-800-213-2220 or www.tatacentre.ca 

ASH WEDNESDAY RETREAT          Feb 22, Wed 10 am to 4pm 
A day of retreat, reflection and spiritual practices appropriate to the season of
Lent. Leadership: Emily Keirstead and Don Murray 
Cost $30 ($15 tuition + $15 lunch) 
Contact Tatamagouche centre: 1-800-213-2220 or www.tatacentre.ca 
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YOU ARE INVITED!

Like the Hebrew people leaving Pharaoh's Egypt, led by Moses, none of us
know precisely where the journey will take us except that we trust it will be a
good place (a land of milk and honey). We are on this journey together. God
will show us the way so that Wilmot United may continue to be a place of
sincere faith and a light to the downtown community. Like this ancient story
too, we know that we have to take the time to ask our questions and to listen
for the answers.

Last fall, as you remember, the Board approved the creation of a Transition
Team to facilitate a process to move our mission and congregational life to
the next stage of our journey. The members are Shirley Cleave, Anne
Kennedy, Susan MacLeod, Craig Frame, Jeff Beairsto and Rod Campbell.  The
Team will try to look at the big picture or as some writers put it, "get the view
from the balcony". A different perspective is always helpful. Together as a
congregation, our task is to discern the path God has in mind for us. Together,
as the People of God in this place, we'll look for the signs and listen for the
still small voice. 

The mandate of the Transition Team is to facilitate a process to guide our
spiritual community through a time of change and renewal.
 
During a worship service in November, members of the Transition Team gave
information on our financial circumstance and the JNAC outcome to clarify
our current situation and they also hosted the congregational spaghetti
supper to help build community.

 As a way of supporting the current Stewardship Program and   facilitating
healthy and open dialogue, members of the Transition Team will host several
'LISTENING SESSIONS' in the Fireside Room after worship on Sunday.
Beginning this Sunday, we'll gather at 12:15 and stay till about 12:45pm. Feel
free to drop in as you are able during that time. These sessions have no pre‐
determined agenda, but rather we hope to offer a chance for everyone to
voice their ideas and hopes for Wilmot United church. Come and share what
you are excited about and any concerns too. There will be 4 sessions: January
22,& 29, February 5 and 19th. 


