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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
Fourth Sunday in Advent

December 23, 2012
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

Prelude: Variations on “O Sanctissima” (arr. Alphenaar)

* Introit: Hope Is a Star - verse 4 VU #7
(Children process down the centre aisle with symbol of peace) 

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship:
The angel said to Mary,

“Be not afraid!”
The angel said to the Shepherds, 

“Be not afraid!”
The angel says to us, 

“Be not afraid, for I bring good news of great joy.”
Unto us this day, and each day of our lives, 

The Christ child is born.
Let us sing and celebrate!

Let us worship our God!
Richard Bott, St. Andrew’s U.C., Maple Ridge, B.C. 

* Opening Hymn: Once in Royal David’s City VU #62
(Children come forward during the singing of the last verse)

We Light the  Advent Wreath Jeff, Winnie and Pearl Beairsto
Holy One,
Today we light the final blue candle.
The flame of this fourth candle completes the circle of love
and is an invitation for each of us to share God’s welcome
and gift of love to all - friend and stranger.
Let every heart prepare him room.

Thanks be to God.   Amen.  
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Visiting the Stable

Time with Children and Youth

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Presentation of Candidate - Emmalaya Isis Black
Craig Frame

Commitment of the Parents

* Congregational Promise:
As Wilmot United Church
do you commit yourselves to support and nurture
these persons within a community which worships God,
loves and serves others, seeks justice, and resists evil?

We do, by the grace of God.    

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Pouring of the water Greg Black

The Act of Baptism

Congregational Welcome
Into the household of faith, we welcome you with
joy and thanksgiving.  We are members of the body
of Christ.  We are inheritors of God’s promise.  In the
name of Christ, we welcome you.

Affirmation of Faith VU #918

* Hymn: Child of Blessing, Child of Promise VU #444

Vocal Solo: The Wexford Carol (Amber Bishop)

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer of Preparation

Eternal God, open our minds to hear your word,
our hearts to love your word,
and our lives to be obedient to your word,
through the power of your Spirit
and the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.     
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Scripture Reading: Luke 1: 39-56
Readers: Samantha Landry and The Luton family 

Congregational Response:
This is the witness of God’s people.

Thanks be to God!                       

Anthem: Wondrous Night (Armstrong)

Sermon: Open to the Spirit: Mary’s Lesson of Humility
Rev. R-H Gaskin

* Hymn: To a Maid Whose name Was Mary VU #14

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements

Invitation to The Offering

Offertory Music: In the Bleak Midwinter (Holst)
Madeline Messenger, guitar

* Doxology VU #55 - Verse 4
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him - give my heart.     

* Prayer of Dedication
As we remember our own baptism this day, through
Jesus’  rising out of the Jordan River, we remember our
willingness to help in God’s work in the world.  Through
our offerings and our lives, many hurts be healed,
divisions overcome, the hungry fed, and lives blessed, in
your name we pray.  Amen.                 

Anthem: Baby, What You Goin’ To Be (Sleeth)
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Prayers of the People         

* Closing Hymn: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice VU #35

* Commissioning

* Benediction 

* Advent Amen

Choral Postlude: And the Glory of the Lord (Handel)
********************************************************************
If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship
Service.  
********************************************************************
WELCOME  to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today.  You
are invited to join us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M. Memorial
Hall.  Hosts today are: Philip & Karen Smith, Stephen & Cheryl Smith and families.

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical,
emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot
prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Karen Watson (366-5432).

PLEASE NOTE:  Christmas Shopping at the Fair Trade Coffee Sales booth will be
open today.  If anyone wants something wrapped up for that office/hostess/gift for a
relative that has everything or would like to check out our Snowflake Chocolate
lollipops for stocking stuffers, they are free to see us on either of the dates above. For
more information, or ideas on packages that we can wrap up for you for please contact
Gayle at gaylemacd@gmail.com. Merry Christmas from your Fair Trade staff,
Gayle and Breagh (with inspiration from Jilanna!) 



5

MESSAGE FOR ALL OF YOU:  Sue Short says: “I am happy to announce my
successful hip replacement surgery, an Advent gift received with deep thanks. You of
Wilmot are a wonderful, caring family and I am filled with gratitude for your generous
and ongoing gifts of prayer, love and support of all kinds . Peter and I wish all of you
a Joyous and Blessed Christmas.” 

ROOF RESTORATION PROJECT: Congratulations on a job well done!  You, the
congregation of Wilmot United Church surpassed your goal of raising $20,000
towards the cost of the roof restoration project!  A total of $22,360 has been raised!
Thank you so very much for your support.  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES at Wilmot

  4 pm Children’s Service
  7 pm Family Service
11 pm Communion by intinction

DEC.30 - Worship at 11 am at Wilmot United Church.  This service will be shared
with our friends from St. Paul’s. The Reverends Ellen Beairsto and Lori Beth
Sheffield-Bowles are co-presiding.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING :  On Sunday, January 6, there will be a brief
congregational meeting following worship to receive a recommendation from the
Church Council regarding our ministry personnel staffing plans for the coming year.
Everyone is encouraged to stay to participate in this discussion.

VOLUNTEERING IN CAPE TOWN:  As most of you know, I along with two
nieces, Erica and Bethany Young, are off on December 30 to volunteer in a school as
well as a day care in the community of Vrygrond, South Africa. This week I learned
that donations of books, markers, school supplies, toys, games, stationary, frisbees,
bean bags, colouring books, etc as well as clothes for the young children would be
gratefully accepted. Although we will need to watch the weight of our luggage as I
have been told they are very strict, between the 3 of us, we should be just fine. On
December 23 and the 24, there will be a couple of containers at the back of the church
for anything that you and your family would like to donate and have us deliver to these
schools. Thank you for all your support, Ellen
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LIVING YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Living Your Spiritual Gifts is a program designed to help
individuals discover their unique spiritual gifts and how they may
use these gifts in the ministries at Wilmot. It’s a self-exploration in
three steps- Discovering, Discerning and Commissioning.

The Discovering session has two parts. Part 1 explores information
on spiritual gifts and provides an overview of the program. This
part will be offered twice, Jan.13th and Jan.20th after church in the
parlor 12:15-1:30 . Everyone is invited!

Part 2 is for those who wish to go further in the Spirit-Gifts
program.  The Discovering session will take place Jan.26th,10:00-
2:30 in the parlor. This part will involve group work, individual
self-inquiry and reflection time.  The Discerning session on Feb.2nd

(2hours) will enable individuals to name their spiritual gifts and
explore how best to use these gifts in the ministries at Wilmot. 
Individual interviews with Rev. Rose-Hannah will be part of this
session.  At a later date, a Commissioning will take place during
Sunday worship.   Please register at the church office for Jan.13th

or Jan.20th.

GRIEFSHARE:   Beginning Thursday, January 17th, 2013 at 7:00 pm, in the
Family Room, Brunswick Street Baptist Church is pleased to offer Grief Share, a
13 week video series by Christian experts on grief and recovery, combined with
support group discussions for those who have experienced the loss of a loved one.
Please call 458-8348 if you would like more information. 


