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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
Christmas Eve - December 24th, 2012

11:00 P.M.  

The Gathering

Prelude: At the Coming of Christmas (Chauvet)

Lighting the Advent Wreath and Christ Candle                                            

Invocation
People of God:
we gather, in worship,
to prepare ourselves to hear the song of the angels,
to go in heart and in mind to Bethlehem,
to see the loving-kindness of our God,
the babe lying in a manger.
On this night/In this season,
in the spirit of the God
who so loves the world as to take human form,
let us pray for the needs of the whole world.
We remember especially
those whose lives are disrupted 
by forces beyond their control . . . .
We pray for peace and goodwill among the nations . . . .
Let us pray for the earth,
as it longs for the promise of God’s new creation . . . .
Let us remember before God
all who are poor, hungry or cold . . .
all who are oppressed by circumstance or by other people . . . 
all who are sick or dying . . .
all who are lonely or frightened,
and all for whom Christmas is a time of sadness . . . .
Lastly, let us remember before God
those who have gone before us, 
whose company and voices we miss,
but who, in the grace and goodness of God,
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still share Christmas with us.
With them, and with the multitude of angels
and God’s faithful of every time and place,
we celebrate the hope and the mystery
that Jesus Christ is born.                                

The Prayer of Jesus VU #914

Scripture Readings and Carols

Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 Judy Coates

Carol::         Angels We Have Heard on High VU #38

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Steven MacKenzie 

Carol: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly VU #58

Micah 5:2-5a Amy Foster 

Vocal Solo: What Child Is This Claire Vezina

Luke 1:26-35, 38 Gayle MacDonald

Carol: Angels, from The Realms of Glory VU #36

Luke 2:1-20 Jack Foster

Carol: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming VU #8

John 1:1-14 Judy Coates

Carol: Unto Us a Boy Is Born VU #54

Offering & Offertory Music

Offering and Communion Elements are brought forward

Sacrament of Holy Communion   

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift our hearts in prayer.
Let us give thanks to God. 
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It is good to give God thanks and praise.
Loving God, Source of all, ... 
we join in this hymn of praise and thanksgiving:     
Holy, holy, holy God,
power of life and love!
Heaven and earth are full of your glory!
Hosanna through the ages!
Blest is the One who comes to bring your justice to earth!
 Loving God, Holy One, ... 
“This is the new covenant; remember me.”      
We proclaim Jesus, 
crucified and risen, 
our judge and our hope.      
Loving God, creative Power, ... 
one God, forever and ever.            Amen.        

Congregation comes forward to receive the bread and wine
* - please take a piece of bread and dip it in the grape juice and eat, then return
to your seat in silence.  If you need gluten-free bread, please ask the server. 

Prayer After Communion
For the bread we have eaten, 
for the wine we have tasted, 
for the life we have received, 
we thank you God. 
Grant that what we have done 
and have been given here,
may so put its mark on us
that it may remain always in our hearts. 
Grant that we may grow in Christian love 
and understanding,
and that ours may be lives of faithful action,
in Christ’s name.  Amen.      

Blessing
May the God of the stable 
help us to see the wonder of Christmas:
the wonder of children who can hardly wait,
the wonder of Mary and Joseph who feel 
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the power of God’s love,
the wonder of the shepherds who hear the Good News,
the wonder of Magi who kneel and offer their gifts,
the wonder of the ages 
that God would come in such a simple birth.  Amen.    

* Closing Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night VU #67

* Choral Benediction

Postlude: Good Christians All, Rejoice (Held)

**********************************************

The Staff of Wilmot United Church wishes you 
a warm and heartfelt  “MERRY CHRISTMAS”

*********************************************

DECEMBER 30:   Service at 11:00 am in the sanctuary at  
Wilmot United. This service will be shared with our friends from St.
Paul’s. The Reverends Ellen Beairsto and Lori Beth Sheffield-Bowles
are co-presiding.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING :  On Sunday, January 6, there will
be a brief congregational meeting following worship to receive a
recommendation from the Church Council regarding our ministry
personnel staffing plans for the coming year. Everyone is
encouraged to stay to participate in this discussion.


