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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
December 24, 2012

Christmas Eve Family Service

Gathering in God’s Name
Prelude: Gentle Mary Laid Her Child (Held)

Greeting:
One: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.           

Welcome

Call to Worship
One : Come this is the night for children, for God’s child is born.
All: This is the night for families, for Mary and Joseph

rejoice in the birth of their son.
One: This is the night for humble workers, for shepherds are

blessed with angelic messengers.
All: This is the night for the whole world, for hope is alive

and unto to us a Saviour is born.              

* Hymn: Hark!  the Herald Angels Sing VU #48

Prayer of Approach 
On this night of nights, loving God,
we gather to celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ,
born so long ago and still today,
child of the universe, present among us.
May we, in the things we do and say,
continue to give birth to the presence of the living Christ
in our world today and always. Amen.         

Lighting of the Christ Candle    
One: Advent has been a time of waiting, dreaming, healing and

promise. Our time of preparation is over and we come to
celebrate the birth of Jesus.
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All: Each week during Advent we lit another candle on our

wreath, and each week the candles glowed and the light
shone more brightly.   (Re-light the four Advent Candles)

One: We have read Bible verses that have spoken to us of 
God’s faithfulness and of hope and dreams through the
ages. The people waited and dreamed for a Messiah who
would bring healing and peace. God’s promise was kept.
The Saviour has come.

All: God’s love has been shown in a most wonderful way: a
child has been born. We know him as Emmanuel – God
with us; we know Him as Jesus – the one who saves; we
know Him as the fullest expression of God’s love for us.

One: Tonight we light the Christ candle, the candle which
represents Jesus. It is the centre of this wreath, just as Jesus
is the centre of our lives. The light of Christ shines for all to
see. (White Candle is lit)      

All: Generous God, you have given us a time of  preparation
to receive again your gift of love and joy and hope and
healing. In the birth of the Child, Jesus, you have given
new life to each of us. May we experience the presence
of Emmanuel, God with us, this day, and always. Amen

* Hymn: A Candle is Burning   VU #6

Storytime for the Young and the Young at Heart

Vocal Duo: Hallelujah (Cohen)
Olivia and Jamie Rowinski

Service of the Word
The Christmas Story:  Luke 2: 1-20        

* Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful VU #60

Monologue

Hymn: Gentle Mary Laid Her Child VU #46
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Our Response to the Word

Offertory Invitation

Offertory Music

* Offertory Verse VU #55 (verse 4)
What can I give him, poor as I am
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise one, I would do my part;
Yet what can I give him – give my heart.         

Prayer of Dedication

Vocal Solo: O Holy Night (Adam)
Amber Bishop

Prayer for Christmas Past and Present 
The birth of Jesus Christ, 
a fresh beginning for our world:
the problems of climate change can be tackled; 
rich countries will be able to share with the poor; 
children will be given the highest priority; 
the elderly will be respected.
We believe change is possible; 
we will work to make it happen.
The birth of Jesus Christ, 
a fresh beginning for the suffering:
the unemployed will find a way forward;
those fearful for their health will receive hope;
those who are sick will find strength for each day;
those who have suffered loss will know comfort.
We believe change is possible; 
we will work to make it happen.
The birth of Jesus Christ, 
a fresh beginning for the church:
leadership will blossom from unsuspected persons; 
growth in the spiritual life will be a reality; 
co-operation between churches will happen; 
giving for missions will be seen as a necessity.
We believe change is possible; 
we will work to make it happen.
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The birth of Jesus Christ, 
a fresh beginning for each one of us: 
the chance to go in a new direction will be taken;
old grudges will be left behind; 
hidden talents will be used; 
dreams will come to reality; 
self-confidence will be restored; 
friendships will be deepened.
We believe change is possible; 
we will work to make it happen.
We will work at this Christmastime and throughout the
New Year. Amen.

David Sparks, Okanagan Falls U.C., Okanagan Falls, B.C.

Sending Forth in God’s Name
Lighting of the Candles

* Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night VU #67

* Commissioning and Benediction

* Choral Amen

Postlude: Sussex Carol (Wood)

***************************************************************************

The Staff of Wilmot United Church wishes you a warm and
heartfelt  “MERRY CHRISTMAS”

**************************************************************************

DECEMBER 30:   Worship at 11 am at Wilmot United Church.  This
service will be shared with our friends from St. Paul’s. The Reverends
Ellen Beairsto and Lori Beth Sheffield-Bowles are co-presiding.
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING :  On Sunday, January 6, there will be
a brief congregational meeting following worship to receive a
recommendation from the Church Council regarding our ministry
personnel staffing plans for the coming year. Everyone is encouraged to
stay to participate in this discussion.


