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 St. Paul’s & Wilmot United Churches
December 30, 2012

First Sunday after Christmas
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.

Gathering

Prelude: Noel for the Flute Stops (Daquin)

One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Many: And also with you.

Welcome & Life in the Community

Christmas Candle Lighting
One: As we light these candles today, we thank God for the

 hope God gives us, for the peace God bestows, for the
joy God pours into our hearts, and for the love that
redeems us and shows us the way.

Many: We thank God for his gift of Jesus and that
through Christ his light has come into the world
and made it possible for us to see, and in seeing,
to rejoice.    
Light the First, Second, Third, Fourth and Christ Candle

Call to Worship:
One: A boy has been born to us.

A child has been given to us.
All: And his name shall be called Wonderful

Counsellor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, the
Prince of Peace.

One: Once we were no people.
Now we are God’s people.

All: Once we walked in darkness.
Now we walk in light.            
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Opening Prayer

* Opening Hymn:   God’s Gift of Light See page 4

Worshipping God through Scripture, Song and Story

Prayer of Illumination

Gospel Reading: John 1: 1 - 14

Prayer

Story #1
* Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs. 1 & 3) VU #64

Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)

Story #2
Hymn: O Come All Ye Faithful (vs. 1& 2) VU #60

Story #3
Hymn: Angels From the Realms of Glory VU #36

James Montgomery (1771-1854)

Story #4
Hymn: Silent Night VU #67

Father Joseph Mohr (1792-1848)

Prayers of the People
One: Lord hear our Prayer
Many: And in your love answer.

The Lord’s Prayer

Anthem: Let the Christ Child In (Althouse)

Response to the Word

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Music
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* Doxology VU #541
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures high and low;
Give thanks to God in love made known,
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

Offertory Prayer

Sending Forth

Story #5
Hymn: Joy to the World (vs. 1,2 &3) VU #59

Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

* Commissioning and Benediction

* Hymn: Joy to the World (Verse 4) VU #59

Postlude: God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen (Held)
_____________________________________________________________

WELCOME  to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today.
You are invited to join us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M.
Memorial Hall.  Hosts today are: Reg and Ellen Sherren.

VOLUNTEERING IN CAPE TOWN:  As most of you know, I along with two
nieces, Erica and Bethany Young, are off on December 30 to volunteer in a school
as well as a day care in the community of Vrygrond, South Africa. This week I
learned that donations of books, markers, school supplies, toys, games, stationary,
frisbees, bean bags, colouring books, etc as well as clothes for the young children
would be gratefully accepted. Although we will need to watch the weight of our
luggage as I have been told they are very strict, between the 3 of us, we should be
just fine. On December 23 and the 24, there will be a couple of containers at the
back of the church for anything that you and your family would like to donate and
have us deliver to these schools. Thank you for all your support, Ellen
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God’s Gift of Light

Hope is a light which burns in our presence,
Spark of forgiveness, candle we tend.
Mystery unfolding, reaching all places,
God’s hope enfolds us,
Hope never ends.

Peace is a light which burns in our presence,
Spark of commitment, candle we tend.
Rooted in Jesus, sent by the Spirit,
God’s peace enfolds us, 
Peace never ends.

Joy is a light which burns in our presence,
Spark of God’s healing, candle we tend.
Wellspring of glory from deep within us,
God’s joy enfolds us,
Joy never ends.

Love is a light which burns in our presence,
Spark of God’s justice, candle we tend.
Known through creation, gift of God’s goodness,
God’s love enfolds us,
Love never ends.

Christ candle's light which burns in our presence,
Spark of our Saviour, candle we tend.
Light in our darkness, God’s holy promise
With us, within us, 
Christ’s light never ends.

Words by Catherine Stuart (November, 2010)
Set to “Morning has Broken”  (VU 409)


