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 WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
January 6, 2013

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

Organ Prelude: Improvisation on "We Three Kings" (Holden)

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship:
The Magi came from many places, following a star. 
We come to worship, 
and the star sheds light on our lives.
The Magi brought gifts to offer the Child.
We too bring gifts—ourselves, our hopes, our dreams.
Shepherds and Magi—the meek and the mighty—
all were welcome in Bethlehem.
We too come to Bethlehem 
and then return to our homes rejoicing.                  

We Light the Christ Candle 

Opening Prayer: 
O God our Creator, 
in you alone are the riches of life.
We come from the East and we come from the West
knowing we follow, on our different roads,
the same star to the same place.
May we share what we know of its light,
learn from each other the way to the stable,
worship you, our only wealth,
and serve the world with Gospel gold.
We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.        

* Opening  Hymn: The First Nowell VU #91
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Story Time for the Young and Young at Heart

* Family Hymn: A Light Is Gleaming VU #82

Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing: 
Eternal Light 
shine in our hearts;
Eternal Goodness,
deliver us from evil;
Eternal Power,
be our support;
Eternal Wisdom,
scatter the shadows of our ignorance;
Eternal Compassion, 
have mercy on us;
that with heart and mind 
and soul and strength 
we may seek your face,
and be brought by your infinite mercy
to the Holy Presence;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen.                       

Silent  Prayer

Assurance of God’s Love: Isaiah 60: 1 - 6 

* Hymn: As with Gladness Men of Old VU #81

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer of Preparation Lois MacDougall
O You who are the Light of the minds that know you, 
the Life of the hearts that love you, 
the Strength of the spirits that seek you;
help us so to know you that we may truly love you,
so to love you that we may fully serve you,
in whose service is perfect freedom.
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Scripture Reading: Matthew 2: 1 - 12

Congregational Response:
A city on a hill cannot be hidden.
We are the light of the world.          Matthew 5:14 

 Anthem:      He Is Born Now the Prince of Peace (Purifoy)

Reflection:      Invitation To Reflect God’s Light Rev. R-H Gaskin

Time for Silent Reflection

* Hymn:           In the Darkness Shines the Splendour VU #92

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements

Invitation to The Offering

Offertory Music   

* Doxology VU #543
We give thee but thine own,
what e’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O God, from thee.          

* Prayer of Dedication:
Though we do not bear gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh,
yet we offer ourselves and what we have.
The story continues, Good News abounds.  
We worship and serve the living Christ.    
Let us rejoice and be glad!                       

Prayers of the People:
In the darkness of time, 
you created all that lives and breathes.
In the darkness of Mary’s womb,
you nurtured the Christ-child, bringer of light.
In the darkness of our world, O God, your spirit sustains us.
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O God, you are with us in darkness and in light.
Under the cover of darkness, 
Magi followed the star to the Christ-child.
O God, you are with us in darkness and in light.
In blessed desert darkness, 
Mary and Joseph fled to safety in Egypt with the infant Jesus.
O God, you are with us in darkness and in light.
In quiet darkness,
dreams emerge, guiding the Holy Family home to Galilee.
O God, you are with us in darkness and in light.
In the stillness of the dark,
we pray for all who need God’s presence in a special way—
all who are sick, unemployed,
bereaved, persecuted, or homeless;
all who are demoralized and discouraged,
all whose fear has turned to cynicism,
all whose vulnerability has become bitterness.
O God, you are with us in darkness and in light.
In the embrace of darkness,
we pray for those who are near to our hearts—
colleagues, partners, parents, children, neighbours, friends.
We thank you God for their presence,
and ask you to bless and protect them in all that they do—
at home, at school, as they travel, as they work, as they play.
O God, you are with us in darkness and in light.
In the serenity of darkness, we bring to you, O God,
our fears and concerns, our hopes and our visions.
In your presence, we come face to face with ourselves,
and with the road that lies ahead of us.
In the solitude of darkness
we find expectant hope for the journey.
O God, we know you are with us in darkness and in light. 
Amen.                   

The Last Word: 
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The light shines in the deepest night 
and the night has not overcome it. John 1:5

* Closing Hymn: Arise, Your Light Is Come VU #79

* Commissioning

* Benediction:
Light of God to give us hope 
Power of God to protect us
Light of God to give us joy
Peace of God to calm us
Light of God to give us faith
Grace of God to save us
This day and forevermore.                 

* Choral Amen VU #967

Postlude:     How Brightly Shines the Morning Star (Buxtehude)
*****************************************************************
If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship
Service.  
****************************************************************
WELCOME  to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today. 
You are invited to join us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M.
Young Memorial Hall immediately following the worship service.   If you are new
to Our Church, we have a 'Welcome to Wilmot' kit for you.   Please ask one of the
ushers at the back of the Sanctuary, for the blue folder.   We're glad you're here!

BENEVOLENT OFFERING:  On the first Sunday of every month we collect a
special Benevolent Offering.  This is used to provide food vouchers for those in
need on Wednesday mornings.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING : Today, January 6, there will be a brief
congregational meeting following worship to receive a recommendation from the
Church Council regarding our ministry personnel staffing plans for the coming
year. Everyone is encouraged to stay to participate in this discussion.

6

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with
physical, emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the
Wilmot prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001).
The UCW would like to take this opportunity to thank the congregation for its

support in 2012. Our fundraisers were all very successful due
to the efforts of everyone in our Wilmot family. Thanks to our
dedicated volunteers who assisted at our Rummage Sales,
Bake Sale and Apple Pie sale. Also a huge thanks to those
who came out and supported us as customers. Money raised
went to support Wilmot Church, Mission & Service, The
Community Kitchen and Transition House. We look forward
to working with you in 2013!

CONGRATULATIONS: Our sincere congratulations are extended to Dr. Dana
Hanson who was recently recognized for his years of service, international work.
 Dr. Hanson has been named to Order of Canada and will receive this award in the
near future at a ceremony in Ottawa.

VOLUNTEERING IN CAPE TOWN:  As most of you know, Rev. E. Beairsto
aong with Erica and Bethany Young, are off to volunteer in a school as well as a
day care in the community of Vrygrond, South Africa. 

WILMOT SENIORS:   You are invited to join us on Tuesday, January 15th at
1:30 in the Parlor for the next gathering of the Wilmot Seniors. Our special guest
is going to be John van Abbema who will present an interesting and timely talk on
the history of US politics. His overview will put into context the recent elections
and upcoming inauguration celebrations for our neighbours to the south. Our
program will be followed by a time of refreshment, this month provided by group
3. All seniors and retirees are warmly welcome!
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LIVING YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Living Your Spiritual Gifts is a program designed to help
individuals discover their unique spiritual gifts and how they may
use these gifts in the ministries at Wilmot. It’s a self-exploration
in three steps- Discovering, Discerning and Commissioning.
The Discovering session has two parts. Part 1 explores
information on spiritual gifts and provides an overview of the
program. This part will be offered twice, Jan.13th and Jan.20th after
church in the parlor 12:15-1:30 . Everyone is invited!
Part 2 is for those who wish to go further in the Spirit-Gifts
program.  The Discovering session will take place Jan.26th,10:00-
2:30 in the parlor. This part will involve group work, individual
self-inquiry and reflection time.  The Discerning session on
Feb.2nd (2hours) will enable individuals to name their spiritual
gifts and explore how best to use these gifts in the ministries at
Wilmot.  Individual interviews with Rev. Rose-Hannah will be
part of this session.  At a later date, a Commissioning will take
place during Sunday worship.   Please register at the church office
for Jan.13th or Jan.20th.

INVITATION:  The Fredericton Choral Society is happy to greet new and
returning members on Tuesday, January 8th at St. Paul's United Church.
Registration will begin at 6:20 pm, and we will begin rehearsing at 7:20 pm. If you
miss the 8th, don't worry - registration will continue for the following two weeks.
Membership fee for the term is $40, $65 family, $15 students. Music can be
purchased or borrowed. Under the direction of Heather Dunham, we will be
learning “Mozart's Requiem” for performance with the Fredericton Chamber
Orchestra on April 3rd at Wilmot United Church. Rehearsals take place every
Tuesday evening from 7:20 to 9:20 pm.   There are no auditions. The ability to read
music is an asset, but if you like to sing and can carry a tune, you'll have a
wonderful time learning this lovely music!    Call Janet at 488-9894 for further
information.
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YOU ARE INVITED to attend a retirement dinner for George Piers to recognize
his over 30 years of service to the Fredericton Community Kitchen Inc. 
When : Friday, January 11 , 2013 
Reception at 6:30pm  Dinner at 7:00 pm 
Where: Capital Winter Club 232 Rookwood Ave 
TICKETS $10 Available at the Kitchen or contact Sheryl 457-1788 

BREAKFAST;  The public is invited to a breakfast on Saturday, January 12 from
8:00-10:30 am at Marysville Baptist Church, 150 Cowperthwaite Street.  Proceeds
are for the 2013 Bolivia Mission Team. Cost is $6 or by donation. 

GRIEFSHARE:   Beginning Thursday, January 17th, 2013 at 7:00 pm, in the
Family Room, Brunswick Street Baptist Church is pleased to offer Grief Share, a
13 week video series by Christian experts on grief and recovery, combined with
support group discussions for those who have experienced the loss of a loved one.
Please call 458-8348 if you would like more information. 

Ministers:
Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin       Rev. Ellen Beairsto
              292-1680               206-1943         

Ministers Emeriti: 
Rev. Bob Jones, Rev. Cliff Moase, Rev. Vic Moriarty 

Organist: Virginia Leiter    
   Choir Director: Steven Peacock 

Secretary: Marlene Phillips                  Sexton: Randy Randall
Church Office: 458-1066
http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT
January 6 - 13

TODAY: EPIPHANY
11:00 am WORSHIP
12:00 pm COFFEE & CONVERSATION
Monday, Jan 7:
2-4 & 6:30 pm LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC
  6:30 pm SPECIAL OLYMPICS
  6:45 pm TOASTMASTERS CLUB - Board Room
Tuesday, Jan. 8:
12:00 pm WORSHIP COMMITTEE - Parlor
12:00 pm OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room
  7:00 pm SPANISH CLUB - Board Room
  7:00 pm MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
Wednesday, Jan. 9:
  9:00 am MORNING OUT/QUILTERS - Parlour
10:00 am WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT - Fireside Room
10:00 am TOY LIBRARY
  7:00 pm OUTREACH COMMITTEE - Parlor
  7:00 pm STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE COMMITTEE - Board

Room
  7:00 pm NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room
Thursday, Jan. 10:
  1:00 pm WILMOT WRITERS - Parlor
  2:30 pm NOMINATING COMMITTEE - Fireside Room
  4:00 pm WILMOT SEEKERS - Parlor
  6:30 pm HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE
  7:00 pm PAINTING CLASS - Board Room
  7:00 pm MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
  7:30 pm SENIOR CHOIR PRACTICE
Friday, Jan. 11:
 12:00 pm FOOD FOR LIFE (Weight Loss Program) - Board Room
Saturay, Jan. 12:
 10:00 am TOY LIBRARY
   6:30 pm DROP-IN CENTRE 
Sunday, Jan. 13:  
  9:30 am ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 am WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 pm COFFEE & CONVERSATION
  1:00 pm F’TON MALE CHORUS REHEARSAL
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