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 WILMOT UNITED CHURCH

(2016 - Our 225  year as a congregation!)th

September 11, 2016

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.  Presider: Rev. R-H Gaskin

WE GATHER AS A FAITH COMMUNITY

Organ Prelude: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (arr. Hustad)

Welcome to the Church 

Christ Candle Lighting and Prayer:

The Earth spins,

from night to day to night again.

The planets revolve.

The galaxies dance through the sky.

In all things, with all things,

is the God of All.

In the places where there is no light,

in the places where only the tiniest spark can flare,

in the places where the light

is brighter than bright -

and all the places in between -

In all things, with all things,

is the Holy Spirit.

Let this flame be

our tiny reminder

of the great Christ-light.

Now and forever!  Amen!

* Hymn: We Praise You, O God VU #218
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Story Time for the Young and Young at Heart Rev. Ellen Beairsto

* Singing Together As This Church Family: VU #395

Come In, Come In and Sit Down

LISTENING TO SCRIPTURE

Prayer to Open and Connect to Our Hearts’ Deepest Longing - Psalm 139

VU #959 selected verses 

The Lord’s Prayer

Scripture: Luke 15: 11-32   Ellen Sherren

Congregational Response:

This is the witness of the Church.

Thanks be to God.              

Anthem: “A Prayer” (Althouse)

Reflection: Leaving Home and Homecoming Rev. R-H Gaskin

Time and Space for Silent Reflection

* Unity Hymn:  We Are One VU #402

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements

Invitation to The Offering               

Offertory Music   

* Offertory Verse: Grant Us, God, the Grace VU #540

Grant us, God, the grace of giving,

with a spirit large and free,
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that ourselves and all our living

we may offer faithfully.            

* Offertory Prayer: 

God, you have overwhelmed us with your gifts of creation;

accept, in return, we pray,

these gifts from the fruits of your abundance,

and in your generosity and open-handedness,

use them to your glory and the preservation and mending

of your created world and all those who inhabit it. Amen. 
Fern Gibbard, Penticton U.C., Penticton, B.C.

We Give Thanks and Pray for Others

* Closing Hymn: Creator God You Gave Us Life MV #27

* Commissioning:

And now may the heart of God

be wide open in our living;

the kindness of God

show forth in all our relationships;

the beauty of God

be seen in our countenance;

and the love of God for all creation

be known in our passion for justice and peace,

this day, this night, and forevermore. Amen.
Bob Root, Peterborough, Ont.

* Choral Amen VU #969

Postlude: Fugue in F (Pachelbel)

***************************************************************************
Yu are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service.  

***************************************************************************



4

WELCOME  to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today. You are
invited and encouraged to visit our “Ministry Fair” following the worship service.
You are also invited to join us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M. Young
Memorial Hall following the worship service.   Thank you to the Children and Youth
who are hosting this time of fellowship. 

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical,
emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot
prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001).

ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION  begins at 9:30 a.m. on Sept. 18  in the Board Room.th

WILMOT SENIORS- Please join us on Tuesday, September 20  at 12 noon as we kickth

off our new year with a pot luck lunch. After lunch, Rose Hannah will treat us to
tales and photos of her journey along the Camino Trail, and other stories of her
sabbatical. It's going to be a great time with delicious food, fun and fellowship. All
Seniors are very welcome!! 

ONE HOUR WALKING GROUP:  The idea is to walk and talk about spiritual or faith
matters as we go. It might be a scripture passage, or a concept like grace or sin , or
any other topic you might like to raise.  We'll leave it as an open group so that you
can come when you are able to, just let me know the day before if you are coming.
 We'll gather at the church on Wed, Sept. 14  and decide on our path amongst theth

people there at the time.  We will walk 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

ATTENTION: Would you like to be a presbyter?
Wilmot belongs to Woolastook Presbytery and is represented there by the clergy
connected to the congregation and 4 lay members.  If you would like to put forward
your name to be a presbyter, or ask questions about what is involved, please speak
with one of the ministers.
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CAN YOU HELP?  Wednesday at Wilmot reopens on Sept. 14   and we need yourth

help to fill our pantry tables with food and personal care items. Please bring your
non-perishable items to the church any time Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. If
you have fresh vegetables to donate, please bring them before noon on
Wednesday, Sept. 14 . We are especially in need of the following items: peanutth

butter, cheese whiz, mayonnaise, canned ham or chicken, canned vegetables or
fruit, wholesome cereals, instant coffee, canned milk, dish soap, hand soap,
detergent, toilet paper, tampons, toothbrushes and toothpaste. We are not able to
distribute homemade preserves of any kind. Thank you for supporting our friends
who have so little.  

SEPT. 16: Wilmot’s congregation is invited to participate in Fredericton’s
celebration of National Recovery Day, at 12 noon on September 16  at City Hall.th

This is an opportunity to offer a message of hope, build awareness, challenge
societal stigma, and celebrate the role that recovery from addiction plays in
improving the lives of millions of people across the country.  Every cloud has a silver
lining, so you will be given a silver ribbon at the event. Help make this a powerful
celebration by packing the square in front of City Hall. No fundraising, no preaching
-- just show up to support people recovering from addiction. Organized by
Fredericton Community Foundation, Bridges of Canada and Portage Atlantic.

SATURDAY SPIRITUAL CIRCLE GROUP will begin on Sept. 17  from  noon - 2 p.m.th

This small group will meet over lunch and this fall our focus is a book called
Yearnings: Embracing the Sacred Messiness of Life by Rabbi Irwin Kula.

AUTUMN PERSONAL EMAIL RETREAT: ENERGY:   Move into autumn with a four
week email retreat.  $25.00   As creation changes before our eyes, and fires our
world with colour, we explore the flow of our inner energy with reflections and
spiritual practices offered by an Healing Pathway Practitioner, a Music Therapist, a
Celtic Artist and Janice Mac Lean, the Host of Prayer Bench.   Full description at 
https://prayerbench.ca/product/autumn-personal-email-retreat-energy/

https://prayerbench.ca/product/autumn-personal-email-retreat-energy/
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CANOEING / KAYAKING ADVENTURE:   Do you enjoy paddling your
canoe or kayak? On Sunday morning, Sept. 18  a group of folks areth

going to head over to an island in our canoes or kayaks. What better
place to sit and feel the sacredness all around us.? (In case of rain, it
will be on Sunday, Sept 26.) If you are interested let Ellen know and

we will add your name to our list.     Ellen (206-1943)

SPANISH CLASSES AT WILMOT: For the last decade or so, the Cuba Twinning
Committee of Wilmot United has offered free Spanish sessions.  These sessions are
open to anyone, whether they attend Wilmot or not, whether you are a beginner
of a “genio avanzado”.  If you are interested, or if you know someone who may be
interested, please contact Norman or American Laverty (455-3349) as soon as
possible, so that hours of the sessions can be arranged to suit those who wish to
participate.  Also, the sessions are adapted to the focus of the participants, whether
it is on a specific country or about a certain topic.

LOOKING AHEAD:   Annual U.C.W. Rummage Sale will be held on
Friday, October 21  and Saturday, October 22 . Items for the salest nd

may be left on the stage in the gym.  

COMMUNITY NOTICES:

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for the Wilmot Sunday supper teams for the Fredericton
Community Kitchen! It’s a short commitment from 4:15 to 6:15 once every 6th
Sunday.  Join one of our 6 teams or add your name to our substitution list to fill in
when you are available.  Under the direction of a staff cook, you will help prepare
and serve a good meal for vulnerable people in our community.  It’s a great way to
lend a helping hand.  Please contact Beth Paynter for more information: 454-5581
or bpaynter@nb.sympatico.ca   Thanks!
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YOU ARE INVITED:  Celebrating 190 Years as a community of faith, the congregation
of the Keswick Ridge United Church invites you to attend special celebrations.(Rte
616, Keswick Ridge)   On September 18  at 10:30 a.m. a service of praise andth

dedication will take place followed by a Casserole Luncheon in the Banquet Room.
In the evening at 7 p.m. on September 18 , a musical program is planned.th

Refreshments will follow in the banquet room. Please come and join us in
celebrating 190 years.

ANNUAL TWILIGHT RETREAT:  St. Theresa’s Catholic Women’s League's 15  Annualth

Twilight Retreat will be held at St. Theresa’s Roman Catholic Church, 1 William
Street, Fredericton , on Monday, Sept.  19 , from 4:15  - 8:00 p.m.   The Presenterth

will be Rev. Priscilla Geisterfer from the Nashwaaksis United Church. The Theme will
be “Encountering Mercy through the story of Ruth and Naomi”. There will be a
potluck supper and all ladies and gentlemen are invited.    Contact person: Debbie
Heustis 472-2916 or Pam Shields 472-0901.

GRANDMOTHERS HELPING GRANDMOTHERS ANNUAL MEETING is Sept 22 , atnd

1:30 p.m. at Holy Family Church, 1500 Hanwell Road.  Marie Cashion, founding
member, will be our guest speaker in recognition of our 10th anniversary.
New/potential members are welcome to join us and learn more about what we do
to help raise awareness and funds supporting African grandmothers and the change
needed to lead Africa out of the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  You don’t need to be a
grandmother to join.  For more information please call Susan at 450-4072.

OCT. 1: COFFEE PARTY AND FASHION SHOW at Knox Presbyterian Church in
Harvey - 10 a.m.   Fashions by JaySet.  Tea/Coffee/muffins and more. Door prizes.
Cost: by donation.   Proceeds to assist with costs for those attending a Women’s
Gathering in Richmond Hall in May 2017.   Should be a pretty drive to Harvey so
gather up your friends and come join us.

OCT. 27:   On Thursday, October 27th, the Nashwaaksis United Church UCW, Unit
6, will host their Fall Bridge Luncheon at 12 noon at the church auditorium, 46 Main
Street, Fredericton. Cost is $40 per table of four with proceeds going toward church
and community initiatives. Contact Sharon at 458-5246 to reserve your table. 
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT
Sept. 11 - 18

Today: WELCOME SUNDAY 
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP
12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION
Monday, Sept. 12:
  1:00 p.m. U.C.W.  - Parlour
  5:30 p.m. FAITH FORMATION COMMITTEE- Parlour
  6:30 p.m. “MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER” - S.S. Room
  6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS CLUB - Board Room
  7:00 p.m. OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS - Fireside Room
Tuesday, Sept.  13:
  7:00 p.m. STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE COMMITTEE - Parlour
  7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
Wednesday, Sept.14:
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY
  1:00 p.m. WEDNESDAY @ WILMOT - Lunch and Vouchers
  2:30 p.m. WALKING GROUP 
  7:00 p.m. TRUSTEES - Parlour
  7:00 p.m. NA GROUP - Fireside Room
Thursday, Sept. 15:
  9:30 a.m. QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP (learn to quilt) - Parlour
  6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE
  7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
  7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE
Saturday, Sept. 17:
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY
12 noon SPIRITUAL CIRCLE - Parlour
Sunday, Sept. 18 :
  9:30 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION
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