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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
(2016 - Our 225  year as a congregation!)th

February 14, 2016

LENT ONE
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.
Presider:  Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin

THE PEOPLE GATHER

Organ Prelude: Variations on a Hymn for Lent (Wood) 

Guitar Prelude: Fugue (Tartini)

Choral Introit: Dust and Ashes Touch My Face - verse 1 only Choir only

LENTEN CANDLE LITURGY:

Dimensions of Humanity: The Birds, the Bees, and the Flowers
Written by: Jean Hamilton, Brookfield, NS 

One:  A light shines in the darkness of Lent, and the darkness cannot 

put it out.
(Lights candle)

One:  In God’s creation, every atom is attracted to every other atom.  In all

of  creation, from the smallest beetle to the tallest giraffe, God’s

creatures come together to form families.  Families come in all shapes

and sizes and numbers.  Some have children, some do not.  Some

have one parent, some have two.  And some parents get to choose

 a child.   

One:  The common factor is love.  Jesus was a child, born in a humble

family, and raised in love.  As we start the journey towards the

darkness of Good Friday and the joy of Easter, we light this candle to

show that love still shines in the darkness.  Let us pray:
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All:  Loving God, who so shapes us that we yearn for closeness, we thank

you for the longing that brings us together.  We thank you for

families of all kinds and numbers.  We confess that we have not

always been open to new understandings and ways of being

together.  Forgive us. We ask Your blessing on all we love.  Amen.

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship:

Home is where the heart is, so welcome home.

We come in the midst of winter,

shivering with cold and seeking warmth.

Open your hearts to the embrace of God’s loving arms.

We come happily into God’s divine embrace,

our hearts’ fire rekindled.

That fire is the gift of faith alive!

Then we have come to the right place:

our home and our family.    

Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn: Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights VU #108

Story Time for the Young and Young at Heart Rev. E. Beairsto

* Hymn: In the Bulb There Is a Flower VU #703

Listening to our Heart’s Song - Psalm 91

Musical Response: Les tendres plaintes (Rameau)
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LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer of Preparation: Steven Peacock

God, the words you speak have power: 

power to create, 

power to disturb, 

power to heal. 

Help us to hear your Word for us today.  Amen.       

Scripture: Deuteronomy 26: 1-11

Luke 4: 1-13

Congregational Response:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church

God, open us to your leading.         

Anthem: Remember Me (Althouse)

Reflection: Choices in the Wilderness Rev. R-H Gaskin

* Hymn:  When We Are Tested MV #65
Tune: VU #642

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements

Stewardship & Finance Jeff Beairsto

Invitation to The Offering

Offertory Music: Le tambourin (Rameau)   

Offering and Communion Elements are brought forward during the

singing of the following hymn 

* Communion Hymn: All Who Hunger VU #460
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion  - please see insert

Distribution of the Bread & Wine   - Please come forward to the nearest station as the ushers
direct you, and take a piece of bread and dip it into the grape juice. Water & gluten free
crackers are available upon request.  Then return to your seat quietly. If you wish to be served
in the pews, please remain seated there and a server will come to you after others have been
served. 

* Closing Hymn: O Jesus I Have Promised VU #120

* Commissioning

* Benediction

* Choral Amen VU #968

Postlude: Maestoso (Zach)

" There will be a healing prayer circle immediately following the Postlude at the
front of the sanctuary ( left side) for all those who would like special prayers."
******************************************************************************************************

WELCOME  to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this morning.
If you are new to our church, we have a 'Welcome to Wilmot' kit for you.   Please
ask one of the ushers at the back of the sanctuary for the blue folder.   We're glad
you're here!  You are invited to COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M. Young
Memorial Hall following the worship service.  Thank you to members of the Worship
Committee for hosting this time of fellowship and refreshments.

THE PRAYER CIRCLE  offers confidential prayer support for those with physical,
emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot
prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001).   

SYMPATHY:  Our love and condolences are extended to Brian & Janis Dingle on the
recent death of Janis’ father, Jack VanWart who passed away Feb. 7 .  Memorialth

service was held at McAdam’s Funeral Home on Feb. 12 .th

INCOME TAX RECEIPTS are available.  They are located on desk at top of stairs.
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THANK YOU:  The Affirming Diversity Committee would like to thank everyone who
participated in the discussion led by the Very Rev. Peter Short following worship last
Sunday. We would also like to thank M & P (who were looking after coffee,
conversation and clean- up) and the volunteers who were helping with child care.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!   What a great time we had at our Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Day! This was made possible because of our wonderful volunteers
as well as those who attended. Great food, great laughter, great friendship. THANK
YOU. Although this was not a focused Fundraiser, we did raise $573.10. Special
thank you to the UCW who supported us so generously with their donations. Until
next year!

TODAY: Valentines for Two Guitars 
Please join classical guitarists Steven Peacock and Gerry Van Wart in
concert on Sunday, February 14th at 3 p.m. in the Wilmot United
Church sanctuary. The intimate and varied program will feature
works by Rameau, Sor, Farkas, Pujol and the performers themselves.
Admission is by voluntary contribution; all are welcome.

PLEASE TAKE NOTE:   Please do not leave your vehicle in the Wilmot, Carleton Street
parking lot over night during snow clearing operations. Vehicles that do not have a
Wilmot parking sticker in the windshield may be towed at the owner’s risk and
expense.  Please contact Greg Black if you have any questions.

BIBLE STUDY:  The Fredericton Women’s Inter-Church Council is having the World
Day of Prayer Bible Study on Monday, February 15   at 10:00 a.m. at St. Andrew’sth

Presbyterian Church,  512 Charlotte Street, Fredericton. The Women of Cuba have
prepared the World Day of prayer event.  All are welcome and bring a friend.

WILMOT  SENIORS:   Join us for our mid-winter potluck luncheon Tuesday, February
16  at 12 noon in the parlour. After lunch we will share in some Valentine's fun andth

an "old fashioned hymn sing" led by Steven Peacock.  What better way to rid
ourselves of the winter blahs than over a delicious meal with friends?  All seniors
and retirees are warmly welcomed.
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The Lenten/Easter issue of Words from Wilmot is being prepared for
publication and delivery on February 28. Please have your articles and
suggestions for inclusion to Lucille Caseley at lcaseley@caseley.net by
Friday, February 19.

WILMOT’S ANNUAL MEETING will be held on Sunday, Feb. 21 .  st

LUNCHEON FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING: There will be a luncheon prior to the
Annual Meeting - next Sunday.  Please bring the following if you are able - those
with surnames A - L ...; sandwiches; M - N .... veggies or fruit and O - Z ... sweets.
Thank you!

THE OBSERVER:   It’s time to renew or subscribe to the United Church Observer.  A
subscription for one year is now $25.  If paying by cheque, please make cheque
payable to Wilmot United Church.  Deadline is Feb. 25 .th

Givings Update to end of January 2016 (5 weeks)

Actual Budget Short -/ + Over

Local $ 16,445 $21,154 -$4,708

M&S $ 4,109 $5,769 -$1,660

Capital Projects $ 2,002 $3,365 -$1,363

Benevolent $ 1,095

YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER:  Just a reminder that the youth continue to collect
redeemables. It has been and continues to be a great way for us to raise funds. Just
drop off the bags or boxes in Ellen's office or give us a call and we will gladly pick
them up.  Thank you for your support.
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR PRESENCE FELT IN CUBA

Wilmot has a Twinning relationship with the Protestant Theological Seminary in
Matanzas. The Cuba Twinning Committee is sending a delegation during the first
week of March. If you have any greetings, questions or useful items that you would
like to send with the delegation, they would be much appreciated.
a) Recent Events that may Generate Greetings
Orestes and Wanda, who were at Wilmot for several months, have just had a new
baby. The Seminary has a new rector. Sergio Arce, a well known world theologian
and former rector, passed away recently. His son Reinerio, the previous rector, and
daughter-in-law, Patricia, have visited Wilmot on several occasions.
b) Sample Questions
In a recent meeting between the Cuba Twinning Committee and the Faith
Formation Committee, questions about the Martin Luther King Centre in Havana
and about building community in general were of common interest.
c) Items
Items the delegation would like to take with them for the seminary and various
church groups include thread, different widths of elastic, buttons, zippers, other
things for sewing, non-prescription drugs such as aspirin, Band-Aids, other first-aid
items, colouring books, pencils, crayons, and other things for children's activities.
If you have greetings, questions or any of the suggested items hanging around the
house, please contact Greg Black (209-5546), Gail Wylie (454-3181) or America and
Norman Laverty (455-3349).

MEN’S RETREAT:  The United Church Men of Maritime Conference will host the
regular biennial men’s event at Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church in Amherst,
Nova Scotia on the weekend of April 23, 2016.  Given the high degree of interest in
welcoming refugees to Canada from Syria and other African countries, our UC Men’s
theme for 2016 is “Heartprints” and in the spirit of Maritime Hospitality is open to
men of all denominations.   Keynotes speaker this year will be the Reverend Major
Charles Deogratias from the Canadian Forces who is currently stationed at CFB
Gagetown in NB.  You can view his 2010 Interview with 100 Huntley Street on 
You Tube here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFPPq8nUouY
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT
Feb. 14  - 21th st

Today: LENT ONE/COMMUNION
  9:30 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP
12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION
   3:00 p.m. CONCERT - Valentines for Two Guitars  - Sanctuary
Monday, Feb. 15:
 6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS CLUB - Board Room
Tuesday, Feb. 16: 
 12:00 p.m. SENIORS’ POTLUCK LUNCHEON  - Parlour
   7:00 p.m. WILMOT ON THE MOVE - Parlour 
    7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
Wednesday, Feb 17:
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY - upstairs
   1:00 p.m. WEDNESDAY AT WILMOT - Lunch and Vouchers
   6:30 p.m. LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC - various rooms
   7:00 p.m. SPANISH CLASS - Parlour
Thursday, Feb. 18:
   9:30 a.m. QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP (learn to quilt) - Parlour
   4:00 p.m. WILMOT SEEKERS - Parlour
   6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE
   7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
    7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE
Saturday, Feb. 20:
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY
  6:00 p.m. DROP-IN CENTRE
Sunday, Feb. 21: LENT TWO / ANNUAL MEETING
9:30 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION / ANNUAL MEETING
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REFUGEE COMMITTEE UPDATE:   We are awaiting word about the arrival of the
refugee family we are sponsoring. The application process has been complete and
now is the time of waiting. We will keep you updated. 

UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA FOUNDATION GRANTS:  The spring 2016 “Seeds of
Hope” granting cycle is now open and accepting applications!  Applications are due
by 8 p.m. EST on April 15 , 2016. Submission by email is preferred.  The McGeachyth

Senior Scholarship, an award designed to develop leaders who will provide The
United Church of Canada with discernment and direction that inspire and challenge
the Church towards creative and faithful mission is also open for applications and
nominations.  Don`t miss out, visit www.unitedchurchfoundation.ca/grantinfo for
more information and to download the application today.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE ATTEMPTS (SOSA) GROUP – Eight weeks starting Tuesday,
February 23 from 6:30 to 8:30. Facilitated by Kathleen MacPhee, RSW. This pilot will
be free to participants and it’s sponsored by the Fredericton Suicide Prevention
Committee and donations from community members. Participants must be at least
18 years of age.  Location: 356 Queen Street, Fredericton

SEEKING SAFETY: SUPPORT & COPING SKILLS FOR THOSE DEALING WITH TRAUMA
AND/OR ADDICTION – Eight weeks starting Thursday, February 25 from 6:30 – 8:00.
Facilitated by Junot Castelyn, M.Ed. in Counselling Intern. Cost: $40 per person
(subsidies available). A free information session will be held on Thursday, February
18 from 6:30 – 7:30 for those who want to know more about the group.
Location:  356 Queen Street, Fredericton.
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