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 WILMOT UNITED CHURCH

DECEMBER 18, 2016

 ADVENT IV 

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.      At the points
marked * - those who are able are invited to stand. Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin

THE GATHERING

Organ Prelude: A Virgin Pure (Lebegue)

Handbell Prelude: Bring a Torch/In the Bleak Midwinter/Carol of the Bells 
The Frank T. Pridham Memorial Handbell Choir

Welcome to the Church

We Light the 4  Advent Candle:   th

(based on a liturgy written by Louise Mahood)

As the morning sun separates the horizon,

night from day, light from shadows.

We come together this morning to hear 

the ancient story told once again.

A story of God's love burning brightly

into a waiting world;

Let our candle of love remind us of a new life 

that shine forth uniting us with God's love.
(Light four candles)    

* Hymn: Hope Is a Star (verse 4) VU #7

Call to Worship:

One: Blessed is God, maker of heaven and earth, 

giver of all good things. 

All: Creation sings God's praises.
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One:  Blessed is God, who was seen in Jesus,

 the bringer of good news to the poor.

All:  Creation cries out for God's justice.

One:   Blessed is God, who moves by the Holy Spirit,

 the giver of life and renewal, 

All:  Creation longs for God's wisdom.

One:   We come now to be united in worship and service.

All:  We come with all creation to celebrate our God.         

Opening Prayer:    

Mid-December, still the days grow shorter.

Still the nights stretch long,

turning away from our day-star, the sun.

Mid-December, the Advent carols await

the moment of celebration, the moment of birth.

May we feel the presence, O God, in this pregnant pause—

our time of worship today.  Amen.    

* Opening Hymn:     Herald!  Sound the Note of Gladness VU #28

Time with the Young and the Young at Heart Rev. E. Beairsto

* Hymn: Away in a Manger (verse 1) VU #69

Connecting to Our Deep Longing For the Holy: Isaiah 7: 10-16

Handbell Choir:   Veni Emmanuel (arr. Peacock)

Silent Prayer    

An Advent Prayer: VU #11

God of all wisdom,

our hearts yearn for the warmth of your love,
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and our minds search for the light of your Word.

Increase our longing for Christ our Saviour,

and strengthen us to grow in love,

that at the dawn of his coming

we may rejoice in his presence

and welcome the light of his truth.

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

Handbell Choir: ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime (arr. Peacock)

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer of Preparation:   

Eternal God, open our minds to hear your word,

our hearts to love your word,

and our lives to be obedient to your word,

through the power of your Spirit 

and the name of Jesus Christ.    Amen.       

Scripture Readings: Luke 1: 47-55 and Matthew 1: 18-25

Congregational Response:

One: This is the witness of God’s people.                     

All: Thanks be to God!                                   

Anthem: Carols of the Angels (Purifoy)

Sermon: Two Sides of the Story Rev. R-H Gaskin

Time for Silent Reflection

* Hymn: O Ancient Love VU #17

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements
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Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Anthem: Christmas Lullaby (Rutter)

*Offertory Verse: VU #55 - verse 4

What can I give him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;

if I were a wise man, I would do my part;

yet what I can I give him - give my heart.     

* Prayer of Dedication:    

Loving God, accept these gifts we bring this day.  

May they be used to further your work in this community and beyond. 

May they be in some special way a rich reflection of our work on behalf

of your Creation and thus of your good seed growing in our good soil.

Amen.  

Vocal Trio: Winds through the Olive Trees (Bayley)

Marcia Crouch, Carolyn Munro, Arlene Pineo

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

* Hymn: Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending VU #25

* Dismissal:

We have gathered to seek the Presence, 

to hear Christ’s word, 

and to give praise for God’s gift of Creation. 

As we go out into the world,

may we work together 

in our homes, work places, and city

to ensure Creation is protected. 
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And may we take time this week 

to enjoy its beauty and thank God for it.

And all the people say,   Amen!         

Choral Benediction: Christmas Benediction (Purifoy)

Postlude: Sussex Carol (Wood)

**************************************************************************
If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service.

**************************************************************************
Today's bulletins are in joyous celebration of the births in November of
two new granddaughters for Bob and Susan Breen.  Violet Jean was born
in Winnipeg to Tim and Evie and Wren Lucinda was born in Halifax to
Geoff and Danielle and big brother Hudson.  We are blessed.

WELCOME  to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today. You
are invited to join us for Coffee & Conversation in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial
Hall.  Thank you to John and Ann Price, Marg Routledge, Dana and Phyllis Hanson for

hosting this time of fellowship.

CONDOLENCES:  Our condolences are also extended to Joan MacNabb and her
family on the death of her son, Barry, this past Sunday. A Memorial Service was
held on Thursday here in Fredericton. We would also like to extend our sincere
condolences to Elsbeth Gibson and her family on the death of Elsbeth's brother,
Ronald Menzies, this past Sunday. Elsbeth’s daughter, Debbie Thorne and her
husband, Neil, are also regulars here at Wilmot. A Memorial Service was held in
Norton on Friday. Our thoughts and prayers go out to both of these families.  

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical,
emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot
prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001). 
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THANK YOU:  The Outreach Committee thanks the UCW who provided pies, the
congregation for the delicious sandwiches, sweets, etc. and all of the extra helpers
who contributed to making last Sunday's Christmas lunch such a great success.

CHRISTMAS HAMPER PROGRAM:   THANK YOU!    Our Christmas Hamper Program
has once again been completed.  Thanks to the many volunteers who have made
this possible.  The gifts for the Mitten tree together with monetary donations from
individuals and groups all have contributed to help make this program a success.
Thanks also to the volunteers who helped with the gift-wrapping, and the delivery
of the hampers.  You have helped to make twenty newcomer families feel
welcome in our community.

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT vehicles should not be left overnight in the Church
parking lots during snow storms. This impedes the snow removal process. Vehicles
that do not have a Wilmot parking sticker displayed will be towed if necessary
during snow removal operations. If there are any questions please contact Greg
Black. 

CANCELLATION POLICY: In the event of a bad snow storm, you can check either
the Wilmot website or the office voicemail to see if the building is open, or a
service of worship has been cancelled.  You can also call either Ellen (206-1943)
or Rose-Hannah (292-1680).

REDEEMABLES:   With the Christmas Season comes lots of company.  The youth
ask that you save your redeemables and then give us a call (206-1943) for we do
pick-ups.  Or just drop them off in Ellen's office.  The Youth Fund helps support our
activities throughout the year.  THANK YOU.
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BOOK CLUB meets one week early this month, on Tuesday, Dec. 20  at 7:00 p.m.th

to discuss the light-hearted book Rare Birds by Edward Riche.  Some who couldn’t
obtain the book are reading The Bird Artist by Howard Norman for comparative
discussion.  Come along and bring a friend for our last meeting of 2016.  If you
wish, finger-food to celebrate the season is welcomed, along with our usual cup
of tea.

COME AND FIND THE QUIET CENTRE in the sanctuary, Dec. 21 - 12:15 - 1 p.m.

THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE:   You are invited to this service of worship (St. Paul’s

and Wilmot combined) at St. Paul’s United on Dec. 21  at 7 p.m.st

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES   

Dec. 24 4:00 Journeying to Bethlehem
A special service for children
Everyone of all ages are welcome

7:00 Family Service
                          11:00  Communion Service

       Dec. 25         10:30  We are invited to join St. Paul’s for their     
                   Christmas Day Service

HELP NEEDED:  Can you please help by serving as an usher or greeter for one of
our two evening services on Christmas Eve?     We need ushers and greeters for
7pm and 11pm. Please contact Rose~Hannah (458-1392)  if you can help.  It is an
important time to welcome the wider community to our sanctuary and we want
the welcome to be evident.
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COMMITTEES SEEKING VOLUNTEERS! - Various Church committees are in the
process of seeking volunteers to help fulfill the role and ministry of their
committees beginning at the AGM in February 2017.  If you are interested -- or
know someone else who might be -- in the following roles, please contact Derek
Ness - Acting Chair of Council (999-6554 / Derek.Ness@unb.ca), Rose-Hannah
Gaskin, or Ellen Beairsto for more information:

-Secretary, Wilmot Church Council
-Co-Chairs, Worship Committee
-Chair, Trustees Committee
2 Presbytery Representatives

ORGAN RECITAL AT ST. PAUL’S - A noon-time organ recital will be held at St. Paul’s
United Church on Wed., Dec.  21 .  It will start at  12:10 p.m. and conclude atst

12:50 p.m. Dr. Sharon Pond, organist at St. Paul’s, will present this recital.  It will
include classical repertoire as well as seasonal selections.  It will also include The
Choral Collective, a quintet of teenaged singers, performing a program of
Christmas and seasonal songs. A freewill offering in support of Hospice Fredericton
will be received at both events.

Ministers:

Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin       Rev. Ellen Beairsto

              292-1680               206-1943         

Ministers Emeriti: 

Rev. Cliff Moase, Rev. Bob Jones

Organist: Virginia Leiter    

   Music Director: Steven Peacock 

Office Administrator: Marlene Phillips  

Sexton: Randy Randall

Church Office: 458-1066

Hours: Tues - Friday 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT
Dec. 18 - 25th

Today: ADVENT FOUR
  9:30 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP 
12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
Monday, Dec. 19:
12:00 p.m. U.C.W. POT LUCK DINNER - Parlour 
  6:30 p.m. FREE LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC - Various rooms
  6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS CLUB - Board Room
Tuesday, Dec. 20:
   7:00 p.m. WILMOT BOOK CLUB - Parlour
   7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
Wednesday, Dec. 21:
  9:00 a.m. QUILTERS - Parlour
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY
  7:00 p.m. NA GROUP - Fireside Room   
  7:00 p.m. THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE at St. Paul’s
Thursday, Dec. 22:
  9:30 a.m. QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP (learn to quilt) - Parlour
  6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE
  7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE
Saturday, Dec. 24:
  4:00 p.m. SERVICE especially for children but all are welcome
  7:00 p.m. FAMILY SERVICE
11:00 p.m. COMMUNION SERVICE
Sunday, Dec. 25 : CHRISTMAS DAY
 10:30 a.m. WORSHIP at St. Paul’s United
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