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 WILMOT UNITED CHURCH

(2016 - Our 225  year as a congregation!)th

April 24, 2016  - Fifth Sunday of Easter

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.  Presider: Rev. R-H Gaskin

THE PEOPLE GATHER

Organ Prelude: Sonata No. 10 (Valeri)

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship: Psalm 148 VU - Page 871

We Light the Christ Candle 

Opening Prayer:

God, you touch our lives 
with mystery and hope. 
We come to this place today, 
ready to see your power working through us.  
Help us to be open to your Word, 
and to answer your call among us.
In the name of Jesus.  Amen.        

*Hymn: Praise with Joy the World’s Creator VU #312

Story Time for the Young and Young at Heart Rev. Ellen Beairsto

* Family Hymn: For the Beauty of the Earth VU #226

Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing:  

Holy God, 

in your gracious presence

we confess our sin and the sin of this world.



2

Although Christ is among us as liberation and peace,

we are a people divided against ourselves, 

as we cling to the values of a broken world.

The profit and pleasures we pursue

lay waste the land and pollute the seas.

The fears and jealousies that we harbour 

set neighbour against neighbour,

and nation against nation.

We abuse your gifts of imagination and freedom,

of intellect and reason,

and have turned them into bonds of oppression.

Heal and forgive us.

Set us free to serve you in the world

as agents of your reconciling love.    

Silent  Prayer

Assurance of God’s Love

* Hymn: Breathe on Me, Breath of God VU #382

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer of Preparation: Sarah Glassford

O God for whom there are no barriers, 

no stones too big to remove,

roll away our resistance to you.

Let your words fill us with new life

and bring us out from the tomb of indifference,

alive again in you.

In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.                    

Scripture: Acts 11: 1-18 and Revelation 21: 1-6              
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Congregational Response:

This is the witness of the Church.

Thanks be to God.          

Anthem: Sing Unto God (Young)

Reflection: What is God up to in Your Life? Rev. R-H Gaskin

Time for Silent Reflection

* Hymn:  Draw the Circle Wide MV #145

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements

Invitation to The Offering

Offertory Music   

*Offertory Verse: VU #540

Grant us, God, the grace of giving,
with a spirit large and free,
that ourselves and all our living
we may offer faithfully.           

* Prayer of Dedication:

God of the hungry, 
make us hunger and thirst for the right, 
till our thirst for justice has been satisfied,
and hunger has gone from the earth.  Amen.       

Prayers of Thanksgiving & Intercession:   

God, giver of all good, 

you continually pour your benefits upon us. 
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Age after age the living wait upon you and find 

that your faithfulness has no end, 

that your care is unfailing.

We praise you that the mystery of life 

is a mystery of infinite goodness.

We praise you 

for the order and constancy of nature; 

for the beauty and bounty of the earth; 

for day and night, summer and winter, 

seedtime and harvest; 

for the varied gifts of loveliness which every season brings.

We give you thanks 

for all the comfort and joy of life, 

for our homes, for our friends,

and for all the love, sympathy, and goodwill of all people.    Amen.

In the silence following each petition, 

let us offer our prayers of intercession and concern 

for all those in need: 

Let us remember those who suffer from illness, 

from the pain of memory, 

from torture, from victimization, 

especially those hurt by the church or its members . . . .

Let us pray for those who are outcast, 

or in prison, or oppressed . . . .

Let us pray for those who are hungry, or homeless, or poor, 

and those who are unemployed, or exploited . . . . 

Let us pray for the coming of justice in the world, 

offering what we have and receiving what we need 

of the earth’s beauty . . . .
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Let us pray for peace that is a just reconciliation . . . .

Let us pray for the earth on which we walk 

and to which we will one day return . . . .

And let us offer our own petitions, 

trusting in God’s wisdom and compassion . . . .

God hears the prayers of the faithful, 

and in her arms we find safe harbour and understanding. 

Amen.            

The Lord’s Prayer

* Closing Hymn: Go to the World VU #420

* Sending Forth:

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have

loved you, you also should love one another.By this everyone will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35

* Choral Benediction VU #963

Postlude: Festal Day (Hill)

*******************************************************************************
If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service.

*******************************************************************************

WELCOME  to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today. You are
invited to join us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall
following the worship service.   Thank you to members of the Faith Formation Team for
hosting this time of fellowship. 

CAN YOU HELP?  Hosts are needed to organize Coffee & Conversation on May 8  and 29 .th th

Instructions, etc. are available.  If you can host one of these Sundays, please speak to Rev.
Rose~Hannah. 
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MEMBERSHIP:  Anyone wishing baptism or to transfer membership to this congregation,
please contact Rose~Hannah by phone: 292-1680 or e-mail her at:     

rosehannahwilmot@gmail.com

SYMPATHY: Our love and condolences are extended to Ron and Elizabeth Savoie on the
recent death of Ron’s brother, Harold Savoie.

CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Wed., April 27  so that Marlene can attend a Presbyteryth

meeting for her home church.
 

NEWS …   At the congregational meeting held last Sunday April 17 , the following motionsth

were approved.

That Wilmot United Church become an Affirming Congregation within the United Church
of Canada.

That the Vision statement of Wilmot United Church be amended to read: Wilmot United
Church is an open and welcoming presence in downtown Fredericton, putting our Christian
faith into action to be a light in God’s world.   We welcome all into the life and ministry of
our faith community, including persons of any age, ability, race, ethnicity, place of origin,
sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, family configuration, and social and economic
circumstance. 

To Affirming Diversity Committee, everyone who helped move the discussion along over
the years, and those who assisted in the planning and conducting of the Congregational
Meeting, Council gives thanks for all your thoughtful considerations and work leading up
to this decision. Well done everyone!

What next?

Recognizing that Wilmot United Church has been and continues to be engaged in many
issues of inclusion, justice and outreach, the Diversity Committee has presented to Council
a plan outlining some specific actions to be taken. Council and appropriate committees will
move forward with an ongoing action plan that outlines how the Affirming Ministry will live
out a commitment to justice and inclusion.

mailto:rosehannahwilmot@gmail.com
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WEEKLY E-LETTER:   Don’t forget to pick up a copy of Rose-Hannah’s weekly e-letter.  If you
would like to receive this through email please be sure that Marlene has your email
address.

WILMOT BOOK CLUB meets on Tuesday, April 26  at 7:00 p.m. in the parlour.  We will discussth

the book that was chosen for December 2015 because that meeting was storm-cancelled: The

100 Year Old Man Who Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson.  We will

enjoy a cup of tea together and share in some good satirical humour with this book. All who

would like to attend are invited to meet with us whether you have read the book or not.

PANTRY DONATIONS!   The first Sunday of each month the Outreach Committee collects
donations for our Pantry (used at Wednesday at Wilmot).   Non-perishable items can be
place in and beside the trunk at the bottom of the sanctuary front entrance stairs.  Thank
you for your donations !

COMMUNITY NOTICES:

April 27: Gibson Memorial United Church, will be hosting a Chicken Breast Dinner on
Wednesday, April 27    Time: 4 – 6 p.m.  Tickets: $13/adult and $3/child.   Please call 457-th

1951 to reserve your tickets. 

May 1: JOHN SANDS in concert at Knox Presbyterian Church - 7 p.m.  Tickets $12 are
available from Marlene in Wilmot’s Church Office.  This promises to be a relaxing,
enjoyable evening of music followed by delicious refreshments!

May 5: SPRING LUNCHEON BRIDGE at 12 noon hosted by Nashwaaksis United 
Church UCW.  Cost is $40 per table of four with proceeds going toward church and
community initiatives.  Please contact Sharon at 458-5246 to reserve your table.
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May 6: Spring Bling Jewellery Sale  -  Grandmothers Helping
Grandmothers -  Friday, May 6 , 4 - 7 p.m. at The Station on Yorkth

Street.  A large inventory of beautifully restored bling for every taste.
Most items priced $1-$10. Just in time for Mother’s Day. .Cash wine
bar. Cash or cheques. Come on out for a fun afternoon and assist the
Fredericton Grandmothers in our support of the Stephen Lewis
Foundation and Help Lesotho.  These outstanding organizations help some  of the millions
of grandmothers in Africa who are raising grandchildren orphaned by HIV/AIDS.

May 7:   There will be a ROAST BEEF SUPPER AND BAKE SALE at Forest Hill United Church,
Kimble Court, Fredericton, from 4 to 6 p.m. on Saturday, May7th.   Celiac meals and take-
outs will be available. Prices are $12 for adults, $6 for ages 6 to 12, and under 6, free.
Forest Hill U. C. is wheelchair accessible.  

May 10: SPRING CONCERT - The Fredericton Ladies Choir with Peter Steeves & Julie
Maston will present a Spring Concert on Tuesday, May 10 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Dunstan’s
Roman Catholic Church.  Admission is $15 - tickets available at Westminster Books, from
choir members, and at the door.

May 12, 13 & 14:  For lots of fun and laughs join the St Andrews Players of St Andrews
United Church in Harvey Station for their drama "Just the Two of Us" to be presented May
12, 13, and 14 at 7:30 PLUS a matinee May 14 at 2 at the church CE Center. Delicious
desserts to follow. For tickets at $12.00 each see Marlene in the Wilmot Church office or
call Marilyn Henry 366-3599.
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT
April 24  - May 1th st

Today:
  9:30 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION
Monday, April 25:
  6:30 p.m. CAPITAL CITY ROLLERS - Gym
  6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS CLUB - Board Room
Tuesday, April 26:
  4:30 p.m. “WILMOT ON THE MOVE”   - Parlour
  7:00 p.m. BOOK CLUB - Parlour
  7:00 p.m. STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE COMMITTEE - Board Room
  7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
Wednesday, April 27:
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY - upstairs
  1:00 p.m. WEDNESDAY AT WILMOT - Lunch and Vouchers
  6:30 p.m. CAPITAL CITY ROLLERS - Gym
  7:00 p.m. NA GROUP - Fireside Room
Thursday, April 28:
  9:30 a.m. QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP (learn to quilt) - Parlour
  1:00 p.m. WRITERS’ GROUP - Parlour
  6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE
  7:00 p.m. ART CLASS - Board Room
  7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE
Saturday, April 30:
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY
  6:00 p.m. DROP-IN CENTRE
Sunday, May 1:
  9:30 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9

