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 WILMOT UNITED CHURCH

December 24, 2016

Christmas Eve Family Service

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.

At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.

Gathering in God’s Name

Prelude: Variations on "O Sanctissima" (Alphenaar) 

Welcome to Our Church

Call to Worship:

Come, this is the night for children, for God’s child is born.

This is the night for families, for Mary and Joseph rejoice in the birth

of their son.

This is the night for humble workers, for shepherds are blessed with

angelic messengers.

This is the night for the whole world, for hope is alive and unto us a

Saviour is born.       

* Opening Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful VU #60

Opening Prayer

On this night of nights, loving God,

we gather to celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ,

born so long ago and still today,

child of the universe, present among us.

May we, in the things we do and say,

continue to give birth to the presence of the living Christ

in our world today and always.  Amen.
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Advent Wreath Candle Lighting: Rev. R-H Gaskin and son, James

Advent has been a time of waiting, watching, wondering and awakening.

Our time of preparation is over and we come together this evening to

celebrate the birth of the Christ Child.             

Each week during Advent we lit another candle on our wreath, and each

week the candles glowed and the light shone more brightly.
 (Re-light the four Advent Candles)

We have read Bible verses that have spoken to us of God’s faithfulness

and of hope and dreams through the ages. The people waited and

dreamed for a Messiah who would bring healing and peace.  God’s

promise was kept.  The Saviour has come.

God’s love has been shown in a most wonderful way: a child has been

born. We know him as Emmanuel – God with us; we know Him as Jesus

– the one who saves; we know Him as the fullest expression of God’s

love for us.

Tonight we light the Christ candle, the candle which represents Jesus. It is

the centre of this wreath, just as Jesus is the centre of our lives. The light

of  Christ shines for all to see.  (White Candle is lit)

Generous God, you have given us a time of preparation to receive again

your gift of love and joy and hope and healing.  In the birth of the Child,

Jesus, you have given new life to each of us.  May we experience the

presence of Emmanuel, God with us, this day, and always.  Amen.

* Hymn: Hope Is a Star VU #7

Storytime for the Young and the Young at Heart
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* Hymn: What Child Is This VU #74

Service of the Word

The Christmas Story: Luke 2: 1-20 Jamie Heard

Solo:  Panis Angelicus Rose Messenger

Narrative: “That First Christmas Eve” Dan and Will Luton

Solo: Mary Did You Know Neil Thorne

Prayers of the People

* Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem VU #64

Responding to the Word

Offering Invitation

Offertory Music: In the Bleak Midwinter (Holst; arr. S. Peacock)

Clarinet Matthew Chase
Chimes Matthew Messenger, Samantha Landry

Nathan Gorey, Laura Coon
Guitar Steven Peacock

Offertory Verse: VU #55

What can I give him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;

if I were a wise man, I would do my part;

yet what I can I give him  - give my heart.   

Prayer of Dedication

Sending Forth in God’s Name

Lighting of the Candles /Extinguishing the Sanctuary Lights

* Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night VU #67 
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Commissioning and Benediction:

As we go forth this night

may the joy of the angels...sing in our voices

may the hope of the shepherds...enliven our minds

may the strong faith of Mary...strengthen our spirits

and may the love of the Christ Child...shine in our hearts

and may God's blessing be upon you ..this whole night and forever more...

Amen.           

Choral Amen VU #967

Postlude: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (Denton) 

**************************************************************************

DEC. 25:   Service at 10:30 a.m. at St. Paul’s United.  

Jan. 1:   Service at 11:00 a.m. at Wilmot United

Our thoughts and prayers go out to everyone who has lost a loved one this past
year. Special prayers for the family and friends of the late Norma Pickle who
passed away last week. Norma was such a great worker here at Wilmot for many
years. 

Our thoughts and prayers also go out to the family and friends of the late Jessie
McIntosh who passed away on Wednesday. Jessie, also, was such a part of our
congregation as well as the Presbytery. Jessie's service of celebration will be held
here at Wilmot on Tuesday, Dec.  27  at 2:00 p.m.th

The Staff of Wilmot United Church wishes you 

a warm and heartfelt  “MERRY CHRISTMAS”
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