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 WILMOT UNITED CHURCH

Christmas Eve - December 24, 2016

11:00 PM

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.

At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.

Presider:   The Reverend Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

The Gathering

Prelude: Gesu Bambino (Yon) 

Welcome to the Service:   

Christ within us, the hope of glory to come.  

Solo: In the Bleak Midwinter (Rosetti/Holst)

Amy Bourne and Marcia Crouch

Scripture: Isaiah 9: 2-7

Lighting the Christ Candle:

A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright.

This is the flame of friendship, of daring love.

We see the flame, we feel it.

Let it burn within us and within everybody.

Let it burn in cold places and lonely places.

Let it burn in troubled places.

Let love grow and grow until no one is cold,

no one is lonely, no one is troubled.

And for the times we let the flame of love flicker,

the times we keep it to ourselves,

the times we turn our back on it,

help us, enlighten us, forgive us.  Amen.    

* Opening Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing VU #48
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Opening Prayer:

It is night after a long day.

What is done is done.

What is not done, is not done.

Now leaving behind our cares,

breathing deeply God’s new life.
(Pause)  

Second reading: Luke 2: 1-20

* Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High VU #38

Third reading: John 1: 1-5; 9-14

A Moment for Personal Reflection 

*Hymn: Joy to the World (verses 1 & 2) VU #59

Offering & Offertory Music

Dedication of the Offering and bringing forth of the bread and wine

The Invitation to Communion  
Everyone who desires to walk more closely with Jesus is welcome to the Communion table.
When one of the ushers invites you, please come up the center isle to one of the two stations.
You will be offered a piece of bread. Take this and dip it into the juice before eating it. You may
say 'Amen' afterwards. Then, please return prayerfully to your seat via a side aisle. If you
require a gluten free cracker, or water instead of grape juice, just let the server know.

Who found shelter at the stable that night so long ago?

Those who left the familiar to journey to the unknown, the new.

Those seeking shelter.

Those moved by mystery.

Those open to wonder.

Those yearning for new life.

You are welcome at this table.        
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The Communion Prayers:

This bread ...

This cup ...

Christ among us,

our food and drink for the journey.

All Sing: first 2 lines of verse 2 - VU #68

The Christ Child will lead us, the Good Shepherd feed us

and with us abide till his day.

This bread,

this cup,

Christ within us,

touch our vulnerability with love.

All Sing: first 2 lines of verse 2 - VU #68

The Christ Child will lead us, the Good Shepherd feed us

and with us abide till his day.

This bread,

this cup,

Christ in the world,

source of deep joy.       

All Sing: first 2 lines of verse 2 - VU #68

The Christ Child will lead us, the Good Shepherd feed us

and with us abide till his day.  

This bread, broken and shared.

This cup, lifted high and shared.

New life in Christ.

Trusting in God’s care

as Jesus trusted Mary’s provision,

we come.    
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All Sing: refrain only- VU #68

Then haste we to show him the praises we owe him;

our service he ne’er can despise;

whose love still is able to show us that stable,

where softly in manger he lies.    

In the quiet of elements,

we ponder the story in our hearts

familiar - yet ever new.   
(The elements are distributed)

A Post Communion Prayer:

O Lord, we thank you for the nourishment

you have given us

in the person of Jesus Christ.

To know him is an exciting experience.

To accept him is a sacrificial experience.

To love him is to love one another.

To glimpse into the Bethlehem stable once again

is to experience your constant presence in our lives.

Thank you for Jesus Christ.

Thank you, O Lord, for the opportunity to serve you.   Amen.   
(Before the singing of Silent Night)

The journey continues,

but we are not the same

because we have journeyed here,

and opened ourselves to wonder and mystery

and new life.

Like Mary,

we will treasure all these things in our heart.

We come now to share Christ’s light,

gentle and warm,

with one another.
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We then go out to share it

with a dark and waiting world.   

* Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night VU #67   

The Blessing:

On all our pathways,

Christ is with us.

His blessing surrounds us,

enfolds us, invites us.

His love will never leave us.

Let us go in peace.  Amen.        

Choral Amen VU #967

Postlude: Good Christians All, Rejoice (Held)
**************************************************************************
Service created by Larry Doyle, Bob Root, & Darrow Woods, Contemplative Liturgy Group,
Eastern Ontario
**************************************************************************

DEC. 25:   Service at 10:30 a.m. at St. Paul’s United.  

JAN. 1:   Service at 11:00 a.m. at Wilmot United

Our thoughts and prayers go out to everyone who has lost a loved one this past year.

Special prayers for the family and friends of the late Norma Pickle who passed away last

week. Norma was such a great worker here at Wilmot for many years. 

Our thoughts and prayers also go out to the family and friends of the late Jessie

McIntosh who passed away on Wednesday. Jessie, also, was such a part of our

congregation as well as the Presbytery. Jessie's service of celebration will be held here

at Wilmot on Tuesday, Dec.  27  at 2:00 p.m.th

The Staff of Wilmot United Church wishes you 

a warm and heartfelt  “MERRY CHRISTMAS”
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Luke 2: 1-20

The Birth of Jesus
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria.   All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.

The Shepherds and the Angels
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom
he favors!”   When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child;  and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.
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