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 WILMOT UNITED CHURCH

NOVEMBER 27, 2016

 ADVENT I - WAITING IN HOPE

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.      At the points
marked * - those who are able are invited to stand. Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin

THE PEOPLE GATHER

Organ Prelude: Come Now, Saviour of the Gentiles (Bach)

Scripture Sentence: But as for me, I keep watch for the Lord; 

I wait in hope for God my Saviour; 

my God will hear me.  Micah 7:7

Welcome to the Church

Call to Worship:

Come, people of God, to worship.

Come, Emmanuel, God-with-us.

We plant the shoot of Jesse and feed it with the tears of God’s mercy.

Come, Emmanuel, God-with-us.

God’s vine takes root in mangers of love and compassion.

God’s vine flourishes and breaks down the walls of pride and greed.

God’s vine casts its shade on the weary and yields life-giving fruits for all

who pick from it.

God’s vine is abused and cut down, 

but it grows again for all who have faith and love their neighbour.

Come, Emmanuel, God-with-us.

Praise God for the saving and living vine; God is with us.
James Traquair, Dundas Street Centre U.C., London, Ont.
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Advent Candle lighting Liturgy:    (based on a liturgy written by Louise Mahood)

In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God.

In the beginning is our hope,

and hope is in God.

This Advent season begins with hope for this world

This lit candle symbolizes our hope for this season 

of short days and long nights.          (Light a candle.)

* Hymn: Hope Is a Star - Verse 1 VU #7

Opening Prayer:

God in whom we place all our hopes, as we gather this first Sunday of

Advent, we are keenly aware of pressing needs around us, both our own

and those of others. We come waiting, searching, hoping, praying for

renewed beginnings among us. We long for the peace we talk of so often

to surround us, and for hope to infuse all that we do and are. So we begin

our week with worship, time set aside to sing your praises, to ask for

forgiveness, to listen to your still, small voice within us. Come to us now,

O God, in silence, in word, and in prayer, even as we come to you, ready

to receive.  Amen.          Catherine Tovell, Delaware-Kilworth P.C., Komoka, Ont.        

* Opening Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VU #1

Time with the Young and the Young at Heart Rev. E. Beairsto

* Family Hymn: The Lord’s Prayer - Signer, Debbie Thorne VU #959

Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing:

God of Advent Hope, we gather here in this place, open to the ways that

you touch our lives, aware of the moments that you help us on our

journey, and thankful for the times that you show us the path to take ase
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your people. Give us reason to be clear about our faith, and shine your

light of hope and love upon us, we pray in Jesus’ name. In silence, may we

offer prayers that indicate our own needs this day, and into the future.  

           (silent confession)    

Words of Assurance:

Even within the deepening shadows of this season, the light of God

abounds. We are a pilgrim people; we set out on journeys that lead to

new insights and reveal new experiences, knowing that God will be with

us wherever we go.

Let us not be discouraged. 

Let us be open to the light.

Let us give thanks to God, now and always.  Amen.  

* Hymn: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming VU #8

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer of Preparation:   Guy Vezina

As we praise and bless and worship you today, O God,

we pray that you will plant

seeds of hope and love within us,

seeds that will grow

and bear blessed fruit

in our lives and in the lives of our neighbours,

now and always, with Christ’s help.  Amen.            George Allan, Chatham, Ont.

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 11: 1-10

Second Reading: Romans 15: 4-13

Congregational Response:

But as for me, I keep watch for the Lord;

I wait in hope for God my Saviour; my God will hear me.          Micah 7:7  
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Anthem: Let the Christ Child In (Althouse)

Sermon: Waiting In Hope Rev. R-H Gaskin

* Hymn: God of the Bible MV #28 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements

Invitation to the Offering:

God’s Word of hope 

is coming into the world.

Hope for the lowly,

the broken, and the fearful.

Hope for a better world.

In anticipation of God’s Hope—

let us offer our gifts

preparing for the coming of Christ among us.     

Frances Flook, Emo/Devlin P.C., Emo, Ont.

Offertory Music
The offering and Bread and Wine are brought forward during the singing of this verse.

*Offertory Verse: VU #55 - verse 4

What can I give him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;

if I were a wise man, I would do my part;

yet what I can I give him - give my heart.     

Sacrament of Holy Communion (please see insert)    
All are welcome to the Lord’s table.  Please follow the ushers’ instructions on how to come
forward.  Take a piece of bread and then dip it into the juice and eat it prayerfully before
returning to your seat.  Gluton-free bread and water are also available.

* Closing Hymn: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing VU #481
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* Commissioning and Benediction:

Return now to our world with its pain and wonder, 

remembering the words of the prophets, 

the faithfulness of Mary, 

and the longing of all 

who yearn for a sign of hope.

And may the blessing of God who is ever faithful, 

the blessing of Christ who still comes to us, 

and the blessing of the Holy Spirit who moves within us 

and throughout our world, 

rest upon us and abide with us, this day and forevermore.  

* Choral Amen (Lucille Caseley)

Postlude: Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates (Bender)

**************************************************************************

PLEASE NOTE:  Following worship TODAY there will be a time for healing prayer
on the left front side of the sanctuary.
****************************************************************************

WELCOME  to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this morning.
We're glad you're here!  Everyone is invited to a SOUP LUNCHEON in the Dr. G. M.
Young Memorial Hall following the worship service.  Thank you to members of the
Outreach Committee for hosting this time of fellowship.  Proceeds from this
luncheon will go towards Outreach activities and the Christmas Hamper program.

GRANDMOTHERS HELPING GRANDMOTHERS WREATH SALE – If you ordered one
of our beautiful Christmas wreaths, they are here in the gym, and ready to be
picked up.  You have been so supportive and we thank you.

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical,
emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot
prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001).  
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The Advent/Christmas issue of Words from Wilmot is available from
our welcomers at the door this morning and at Coffee and
Conversation after worship. Please pick up your copy, and consider
taking copies for neighbours, friends or relatives whom you know are
unable to get out to church, or would enjoy having a copy. Large print

copies are also available, and you will be able to access a copy in colour on the
Wilmot Website: www.wilmotuc.nb.ca. Thanks for promoting our website and
spreading the word for all of our upcoming Advent and Christmas events.

THANK YOU!  A big thank you goes out to Malcolm Miller and his actors who
presented the Peace Plays here at Wilmot donating the proceeds to the Youth
Fund. The youth and their families did provide a light snack at break-time but it
was most generous of this group to donate to their fund.  THANK YOU!

CHURCH CALENDARS have arrived and are available from Marlene in the office at
a cost of $6 each.  Only a few are left!

RIDES TO CHURCH: Thanks to many in the congregation who drive others to
church!  As winter approaches, we realize that people stop driving their own cars
and it is a difficult time to navigate sidewalks and streets. If you need
transportation to attend church Sunday mornings, please contact us – we’ll help
organize a drive for you whenever you need it?  Are you able to provide Sunday
drives?  If you would like a ride to/from church or can offer rides to someone that
may be on your route, please contact Judy Coates at 454-5631 or email
judycoates@rogers.com

REDEEMABLES:  Don't forget to give the youth or Ellen a call if you need your
redeemables picked up...or....just drop them off in Ellen's office.  Your donations
have certainly helped the youth fund grow. THANKS!

mailto:judycoates@rogers.com
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ADVENT STUDY SERIES: The four weekly sessions in the Advent series will begin
on Saturday, Dec. 3    (noon to 2 p.m)rd

Session 1: The Place Where Wisdom Begins: Proverbs
Session 2: Wisdom in the Psalms
Session 3: Song of Songs
Session 4: Ecclesiastes

If you have questions, or would like to be a part of this special Advent series,
please contact Rose~Hannah.

DEC. 4 : Lois MacDougall’s Gooseberry jam will be for sale at Coffee andth

Conversation on Dec. 4  at the Coffee Hour after church. Prices $3.00 and a veryth

few $4.00 bottles. All proceeds to go to the UCW for their projects. 

RAINBOW BRUNCH. (Potluck) Dec. 10  at 10 a.m. in Wilmot Church parlor.   Withth

Christmas approaching it seems like a great time to provide a welcoming and safe
space for LGBTQ folks and our family, friends, and allies.  Don’t have a stove, (or
groceries), just let us know ..we can always use help with set up and there is
always lots of food.  So dream up your favourite dish and join us for some shared
time together.  For info contact Deb Bradbury (206-2948) or Maureen Toner (457-2954).

WILMOT SENIORS CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION - This year we are going to Aggie’s
location at the Fredericton Golf Course on Tuesday, Dec. 13  at 12 noon.  It’sth

going to be a great party with stories, door prizes, a Christmas Carol sing and of
course, a delicious buffet lunch.  All this fun for only $17!  As in the past, we will
be collecting wrapped gifts to be donated to the Men’s Shelter. Please let Susan
(450-4072) or Brenda (363-3388) know if you would like to join us for some fun and
fellowship.  Need a ride?  No problem, we can arrange one for you very easily.  You
are very welcome be a part of our festivities as we celebrate Christmas together.

OUR ANNUAL PROGRESSIVE CHRISTMAS DINNER:   On Friday,
December 16, we will be having Our Annual Progressive Christmas
Dinner. Sign up after church (Appetizers /Main Dish / Dessert) or

give the church a call. Always a great time!
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ROLE OF MINISTRY & PERSONNEL ( M&P) COMMITTEE :  Keeping the pulse of the
pastoral relationship in its entirety is the what the Ministry and Personnel
Committee is all about! The ‘Trinity of M&P’ is Trust, Honesty, and
Confidentiality! With this ‘Trinity’ M&P is a conduit for communication. M&P is a
mandatory committee required by the by-laws of the United Church of Canada to
oversee relationships within the pastoral charge, particularly the roles and
functions of paid leaders and employees. M&P has a dual role: to be a consultative
and supportive agent for staff as well as for members and adherents of the
congregation. We do not have decision making authority but report to and can
recommend actions to Wilmot Council.    The specific role, functioning and
responsibilities of M&P are laid out in detail in the 39-page M&P Guidelines
document.   Your current committee members are Shirley Cleave, Susan MacLeod,
Richard Luton, Debbie Bradbury, Judy Coates ( chair). We are fortunate to have
Kirby Keyser and Graham Allen do the committee’s financial responsibilities.

TIME TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS for some Advent events :
TODAY - Advent 1 Nov. 27 there will be a time for healing prayer
after worship on the left front side of the sanctuary.
Saturdays: Dec. 3, 10 and 17 - Spiritual Circle lunch and Advent
discussion.  Noon - 2 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 4:  White Gift Sunday
Wednesdays: Dec. 7, 14 and 21 - Come and Find the Quiet Centre in
                     the sanctuary  - 12:15 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 11:   Sunday School Christmas Pageant - “Wee Three Kings”.
Christmas Congregational Lunch following the service.
December 21 : The Longest Night service at St. Paul’s Unitedst

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Services:  4:00 Journeying to Bethlehem
 7:00 Family Service
11:00 Communion Service
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

LIVE IN CONCERT - Rachel MacLean - Music and Warm Christmas Memories:
Rachel, and guitarist James, will be joining us here at NUC to offer an evening of
music, today, Nov. 27 . From the Annapolis Valley, Rachel has been sharing herth

music with audiences for over 20 years, 15 of those as part of the popular duo,
“The MacLeans” recording five successful independent albums during that time.
For the past seven years, Rachel has been busy performing solo across the
Maritimes pleasing audiences with her beautiful voice, sweet smile and
inspirational music. Rachel has been penning songs for the last 25 years. She takes
her inspiration from life, her beautiful Maritime home and her own spiritual
journey. Rachel delivers soothing and uplifting music and radiates a unique
warmth that comes from her love of life. Check out Rachel's music at
www.rachelmaclean.ca. Advance tickets /$10 person, available until Friday at
noon; $12 at the door! Come one, come all!!

CHRISTMAS CRAFT BAZAAR on Nov. 30  from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.  at Shannex,th

Fiddlehead Lounge, Governor Hall.  There will be a wide array of carefully selected
items including woodworking, jewelry, handcrafts, knitted items, crochet work,
baked goods, beauty products and much more. All are welcome. 

NATIVITY TEA on Friday, Dec. 2  from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at Nashwaaksis Unitednd

Church.  Sandwiches and sweets with tea, coffee or apple cider.  Enjoy the many
unique variations of the Nativity and celebrate Advent.  Admission by donation.

MUSICAL DRAMA FOR CHRISTMAS:   Grace Memorial Baptist Church, will present
the musical drama “Under a Starry Sky” at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 3 .  Therd

play is about a modern-day couple who encounters the real meaning of Christmas.
This is free event for the whole family.  Refreshments will be served. 

TURKEY DINNER with all the fixings, rolls, pie, cider on Dec. 4  at St. Andrew’sth

United Church in Harvey.  Reserved seating at 4 and at 5:30 p.m.   Adults $12;
Children $5 and under 3 are free.  Seating is limited, so get your tickets early by
phoning Sherry Johnston (366-2814), Rob Lister (366-1993) or Jack Wilkin (366-3249).
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MEMORIAL TREE LIGHTING  at McAdam’s Funeral home at 7 p.m.    All those who
are remembering a loved one at this holiday season are invited.  You may also
participate by placing your loved one’s name on our Honour Roll and, if you wish,
you may join in supporting the efforts of the local foodbanks by bringing a non-
perishable food item.

ADVENT CAROL FESTIVAL: The Annual Advent Carol Festival held at St. Paul’s
United Church will take place on Wednesday, Dec. 7  at 7:30 p.m.  Local churchth

and community choirs will present a program of new, as well as familiar, Christmas
music.  This is a fundraiser for the Fredericton Food Bank; a freewill offering will
be received.  The event has raised more than $100,000 over the past 25 years.

ADVENT TALKS with Bishop Bill Hockin - Have the Best Christmas Ever  - Add God
to your Christmas Cart.     All welcome.

Monday, Nov. 28 - The Day God Moved in Next Door - Barry Craig, Principal,
Huron University College, London, ON

 Monday, Dec. 5 - The Gift of the Significant Life - Carolyn Westin,
Psychotherapist Hopewell Counselling Service, Saint John, NB
Monday, Dec. 12 - The Thrill of the Chase - David Edwards, Anglican Bishop,

         Fredericton, NB 

Ministers:

Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin       Rev. Ellen Beairsto

              292-1680             206-1943         

Ministers Emeriti: 

Rev. Cliff Moase, Rev. Bob Jones

Organist: Virginia Leiter    

   Music Director: Steven Peacock 

Office Administrator: Marlene Phillips  

Sexton: Randy Randall

Church Office: 458-1066

Hours: Tues - Friday 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT
Nov. 27 - Dec. 4

Today: ADVENT ONE!
  9:30 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP
12:00 p.m. SOUP LUNCHEON
Monday, Nov. 28:
  6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS CLUB - Board Room
  7:00 p.m. SPANISH CLASS - Parlour
Tuesday, Nov.  29:
   6:30 p.m. “MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER” - Parlour
   7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS - Gym
Wednesday, Nov. 30:
  9:00 a.m. QUILTERS - Parlour
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY
  1:00 p.m. WEDNESDAY @ WILMOT - Lunch and Vouchers
  7:00 p.m. PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE - Parlour  
Thursday, Dec. 1:
  9:30 a.m. QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP (learn to quilt) - Parlour
  6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE
  7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE
Friday, Dec. 2:

BAKE SALE 
Saturday, Dec. 3:
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY
12:00 p.m. ADVENT STUDY SESSION ONE - Parlour
  6:00 p.m. DROP-IN CENTRE
Sunday, Dec. 4 : ADVENT TWO - HANGING OF THE GREENS
  9:30 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION
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Wilmot’s Annual Christmas Luncheon – 
Dec. 11th

As we begin the celebration of the season, we look forward to our Christmas
Luncheon on December 11th.  UCW has provided apple pies and Outreach
Committee members will be providing soup at the luncheon and ask that the
congregation provide the following:

Families with names beginning: 
A – N – please bring sandwiches, 
O – R – please bring cheese or pickles, and 
S – Z – please bring squares or cookies.  

As in past years, we will be inviting folks who attend the Saturday Night Drop-In
to attend as they are part of our downtown congregation.  Thank you to everyone
for your generosity.  

Christmas Hampers 
For new arrivals in Fredericton

THE MITTEN TREE will be up each Sunday in the gym from
November 15 to November 29.  Each paper mitten on the tree
represents a gift item - these items will be included in the Christmas
Hampers for families that have moved to Fredericton, many as
refugees from Bhutan, Iraq, Iran, Liberia , Congo DR, South Korea,
and the Sudan. The families that receive the hampers, with gifts and grocery gift
certificates, have left their extended families behind, along with the support
network that these extended families represent. So aside from the fact that they
need the warm items that we provide for them, the caring that they feel from our
community along with the gifts is very much needed and appreciated.
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HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP…
1. Take a mitten from the tree. Return the mitten with a gift, unwrapped, to the

church no later than Dec.6. Including wrapping paper or gift bag would be
very helpful. We do ask that gifts be new. 

2. If you prefer, you may make a cash donation any Sunday writing on the
envelope that the money is for the Christmas Hamper Program.

3. You can help with wrapping gifts. The gift-wrapping will take place on
Thursday, December 10 beginning at 6pm in the Wilmot Hall.

4. Delivery will be on Friday, December11 beginning at 9am.

Gift suggestions:
Adults and children – warm indoor winter tops.
Children - toys/games/ craft kits, age appropriate

Volunteers are needed for gift-wrapping, and for delivery of the hampers. 
There will be sign up sheets for volunteers to help with this project at the Mitten
Tree or contact Rita Roach at 206-2948 or Elaine Kenyon at 455-7954.
 
Thank you for your support!
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B A K E    S  A  L E

Friday, December 2 , 2016nd

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Wilmot United Church
Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall

Corner of Kind & Carleton Street 

Home Baked Goods, Preserves, Fudge and a 

New-To-You” Table
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