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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
(2016 - Our 225  year as a congregation!)th

February 7, 2016
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.
Presider:  Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin Guest Preacher:   Very Rev. Dr. Peter Short

THE PEOPLE GATHER

Organ Prelude: Andante (Turpin)

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship:

God’s Spirit calls to our spirits, 

inviting us to worship.

God’s Spirit calls to our spirits,

inviting us by love.

God’s Spirit calls to our spirits,

calling us by name,

calling us to grow in faith,

calling us to be made new.

We come to worship in this season of the Spirit.

Amen.

We Light the Christ Candle 

*Hymn: Joyful, Joyful We Adore You VU #232

Opening Prayer:

Eternal God, 

you are the light of the minds that know you, 

the joy of the hearts that love you, 

and the strength of the wills that serve you; 
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grant us so to know you that we may truly love you, 

and so to love you that we may fully serve you, 

whose service is perfect freedom, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
Augustine 354-430

Story Time for the Young and Young at Heart

* Hymn: God of the Sparrow VU #229

Prayer of Confession:

God of all creation, 

you love us into being,

yet we often flee our rightful place in your creation.

We confess that we exploit the gifts you place around us,

and dominate the richness of the natural order.

Forgive our greedy grasping.

We confess our part in the devastation of our planet home, 

mirrored in the violence of cities,

and the brokenness of hearts.

Forgive and restore us, O God.

Nurturing God, remind us of other ways to live 

and of a place called home,

where creation reflects your goodness

and each thing lives in balance with all others.

Come and find us, set us right again,

and take us home.     

Assurance of God’s Love:

God is the love that over and around us lies; 

the grace that is totally unearned; 

and the healing that makes the earth whole.

Give thanks to God; we are forgiven!  Amen.  
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* Hymn: What Wondrous Love Is This VU #147

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer of Preparation: Craig Frame

God, the words you speak have power: 

power to create, 

power to disturb, 

power to heal. 

Help us to hear your Word for us today.  Amen.       

Scripture: John 14: 1-7

Congregational Response:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church

God, open us to your leading.         

Anthem: Open My Eyes (Scott)

Sermon: Believer Very Rev. Peter Short

Time for Silent Reflection

* Hymn:  Come Touch Our Hearts MV #12

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Announcements

Invitation to The Offering

Offertory Music   

* Doxology: VU #541

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise God, all creatures high and low;

give thanks to God in love made known:

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 
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* Prayer of Dedication:

We bring our gifts to you, God. 

Here is the work of our hands,

and here is the love of our hearts.

Accept them and use them,

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.             

Prayers of Thanksgiving & Intercession:

Caring God, 

we thank you for your gifts in creation:

for our world,

the heavens tell of your glory;

for our land, its beauty and its resources,

for the rich heritage we enjoy.

We pray:

for those who make decisions about the resources of the earth,

that we may use your gifts responsibly;

for those who work on the land and sea, in city and in industry,

that all may enjoy the fruits of their labours 

and marvel at your creation;

for artists, scientists, and visionaries,

that through their work we may see creation afresh.

Silence

We thank you for giving us life; 

for all who enrich our experience.

We pray:

for all who through their own or others’ actions

are deprived of fullness of life;

for prisoners, refugees, those differently able, 



5

and all who are sick;

for those in politics, medical science, social and relief work,

and for your Church;

for all who seek to bring life to others.

Silence

We thank you that you have called us to celebrate your creation.

Give us reverence for life in your world.

We thank you for your redeeming love;

may your Word and Sacrament

strengthen us to love as you love us.

Silence

God, our Creator, bring us new life.

Jesus, Redeemer, renew us.

Holy Spirit, strengthen and guide us.    

Lord our God, 

accept the prayers of your people.

In your great mercy,

look with compassion on us

and all who turn to you for help,

for you are gracious, O lover of souls.

To you we give glory, O blessed Trinity,

now and forever.  Amen.            

* Closing Hymn: I Feel the Winds of God VU #625

* Blessing:

May the grace of God, 

deeper than our imagination; 

the strength of Christ, 
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stronger than our need; 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

richer than our togetherness; 

guide and sustain us today 

and in all our tomorrows.    

Sending Forth:

Be strong and of good courage, 

do not be afraid:

for it is the Lord your God who goes with you,

God will not fail you or forsake you. 
Deuteronomy 31:6

* Choral Amen VU #969

Postlude: In Thee Is Joy (Bach)

******************************************************************************************************
If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service.  

******************************************************************************************************************

WELCOME  to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this morning.
If you are new to our church, we have a 'Welcome to Wilmot' kit for you.   Please
ask one of the ushers at the back of the sanctuary, for the blue folder.   We're glad
you're here!  You are invited to COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M. Young
Memorial Hall following the worship service.  Thank you to members of the Ministry
& Personnel Committee for hosting this time of fellowship and refreshments.

THE PRAYER CIRCLE  offers confidential prayer support for those with physical,
emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot
prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001).  

BENEVOLENT OFFERING:  On the first Sunday of every month we collect a special
Benevolent Offering.  This is used to provide food vouchers for those in need on
Wednesday afternoons.



7

PANTRY DONATIONS:   The shelves in our  Pantry are almost bare!  If you can
donate   non-perishable items  (used at Wednesday at Wilmot) it would be greatly
appreciated.  Items may be left at the church Tuesday - Friday.

PLEASE NOTE:   Thank you for helping us save in heating costs this winter by using
only the Carleton Street doors to enter the sanctuary via the downstairs entrance
to the building.  The main sanctuary doors will be locked Sunday mornings until
Easter for this reason.  EXITING AFTER WORSHIP: The doors to Wilmot  Hall below
the sanctuary will now be unlocked during and after church so that the
congregation can exit the sanctuary through Wilmot Hall during the winter months
if they wish. 

TODAY:   Our path of discernment continues today after Worship (in the parlor). The
Very Rev. Peter Short will lead us in an exploration of faith perspectives/questions
around affirming diversity. Peter is a former Moderator of the United Church of
Canada and is known to many of us from his days as a minister here at Wilmot.
Child care will be available. 

OFFICE HOURS: Office will be open Monday morning instead of Wednesday this
week.  Marlene wishes to attend another Presbytery meeting in Moncton.  This
should be the last one for awhile.  Thanks for your patience!

Wilmot United Church is holding a pancake supper from 5 to 6:30
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 9 .  Price for adults is $7, children $3 andth

families $20. The menu will include pancakes, baked beans,
sausages and fresh fruit salad for dessert.   Any questions, feel free

  to call Derek (999-6554) or Ellen (206-1943)

YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER:  Just a reminder that the youth continue to collect
redeemables. It has been and continues to be a great way for us to raise funds. Just
drop off the bags or boxes in Ellen's office or give us a call and we will gladly pick
them up.  Thank you for your support.
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FEBRUARY 14 : Valentines for Two Guitars th

Please join classical guitarists Steven Peacock and Gerry Van Wart
in concert on Sunday, February 14th at 3 p.m. in the Wilmot
United Church sanctuary. The intimate and varied program will
feature works by Rameau, Sor, Farkas, Pujol and the performers
themselves. Admission is by voluntary contribution; all are welcome.

WILMOT  SENIORS:   Join us for our mid-winter potluck luncheon Tuesday, February
16  at 12 noon in the parlour. After lunch we will share in some Valentine's fun andth

an "old fashioned hymn sing" led by Steven Peacock.  What better way to rid
ourselves of the winter blahs than over a delicious meal with friends?  All seniors
and retirees are warmly welcomed.

The Lenten/Easter issue of Words from Wilmot is being prepared for
publication and delivery on February 28. Please have your articles and
suggestions for inclusion to Lucille Caseley at lcaseley@caseley.net by
Friday, February 19.

WILMOT’S ANNUAL MEETING will be held on Sunday, Feb. 21 .  st

BIBLE STUDY:  The Fredericton Women’s Inter-Church Council is having the World
Day of Prayer Bible Study on Monday, February 15   at 10:00 a.m. at St. Andrews’sth

Presbyterian Church,  512 Charlotte Street, Fredericton. The Women of Cuba have
prepared the World Day of prayer event.  All are welcome and bring a friend.

THE OBSERVER:   It’s time to renew or subscribe to the United Church Observer.  A
subscription for one year is now $25.  If paying by cheque, please make cheque
payable to Wilmot United Church.  Deadline is Feb. 25 .th
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UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA FOUNDATION GRANTS:  The spring 2016 “Seeds of
Hope” granting cycle is now open and accepting applications!  Applications are due
by 8 p.m. EST on April 15 , 2016. Submission by email is preferred.  The McGeachyth

Senior Scholarship, an award designed to develop leaders who will provide The
United Church of Canada with discernment and direction that inspire and challenge
the Church towards creative and faithful mission is also open for applications and
nominations.  Don`t miss out, visit www.unitedchurchfoundation.ca/grantinfo for
more information and to download the application today.

Upcoming Services at Wilmot

Feb. 10th Ash Wednesday service at 7 p.m. in the parlour followed by

candle light labyrinth walk in the sanctuary.

Feb 13 Come and share your lunch and your reflections in a smallth

Lenten spiritual circle on Saturday, at 12 noon in the Wilmot

Parlour. There is no cost for this time together.  This is a 2

hour, one-time Lenten circle, and you are welcome to attend.

We'll reflect on Original Goodness.  For more information

and to register, please contact Rose~Hannah

Feb. 14th Lent 1 - Communion service followed by healing and prayer

circle.

March 20 Palm Sundayth

March 27 Easter 27th
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT
Feb. 7  - 14th th

Today:
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP
12:00 p.m. AFFIRMING DIVERSITY DISCUSSION - Parlour
12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION
Monday, Feb. 8:
 1:00 p.m. U.C.W. - Parlour
 6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS CLUB - Board Room
Tuesday, Feb. 9: SHROVE TUESDAY
 11:45 a.m. WORSHIP COMMITTEE - Parlour
   5:00 p.m. PANCAKE SUPPER - Gym
   6:30 p.m. “MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER” - Fireside Room
   7:00 p.m. STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE - Board Room
Wednesday, Feb 10: ASH WEDNESDAY 
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY - upstairs
   1:00 p.m. WEDNESDAY AT WILMOT
   7:00 p.m. ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE - Parlour
   7:00 p.m. SPANISH CLASS - Board Room
Thursday, Feb. 11:
   9:30 a.m. QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP (learn to quilt) - Parlour
   1:00 p.m. WRITERS’ GROUP - Parlour
   6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE
    7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE
Saturday, Feb. 13:
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY
12:00 p.m. LENTEN STUDY - Parlour
  6:30 p.m. DROP-IN CENTRE
Sunday, Feb. 14: COMMUNION
9:30 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION - Board Room
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION
  3:00 p.m. CONCERT - Valentines for Two Guitars - Sanctuary
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