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       WILMOT UNITED CHURCH  

                              December 10, 2017  

                           ADVENT TWO - PEACE  

         
 

  

Prelude:    Two settings of Good Christian Friends Rejoice            (Buxtehude/Kim) 

Handbell Prelude: Veni Emmanuel/Puer Nobis/The Huron Carol/ 
     Puer Nobis                                (reprise) 

               The Frank T. Pridham Memorial Handbell Choir 

Introit:   Wait for the Lord              VU #22 
   Wait for the Lord, God’s day is near. 
   Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart!   

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship:    

One:  God prepares the way of peace. 
All:  We come, ready to listen. 

One:  Past mistakes are left behind. 

All:  We come, ready to turn around. 

One:  The path forward is clear and easy to follow. 

All:  We come, ready to walk the talk of peace. 

One:  In daily encounters and through the life and work  

   of the church, we are the way of peace. 

All:  We come to prepare our hearts for the journey.      

* Opening Hymn:    Herald!  Sound the Note of Gladness                      VU #28 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath            Alex and Jacob Ebbett 
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Advent 2 – ANGELS - PEACE 

Angels, what are you doing? 

Can we join you? 

We have been given an important task. 

We are taking a message to the shepherds. 

It will be a message of peace for the whole world. 

We are so excited that we can’t hold our wings still. 

We get to tell the world that Jesus has been born. 

Please come with us and join our song of peace. 

Thank you, angels, for your faith and your gift of peace. 

We will join you on this Advent adventure.      (Candles are lit)       

*Sing:                             Hope is a Star    (verse 2)                        VU #7 

   Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, 

   Giving a promise of safety and worth. 

   When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 

   The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

   and none shall be afraid.                              

Storytime for the Young and the Young at Heart Rev. E. Beairsto 

*Family Hymn:     Go Make a Diff’rence  (verses 1 & 2)                MV #209 

Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing: 

God of the unexpected and undreamt: 

in this holy season, prepare us; 

prepare us so we can hear again the song of the angels 

and see again the beckoning star.  Amen.           

Silent Prayer  

Assurance of God’s Love - Psalm 85: 8 – 13 
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LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:                                                                        Marlene Phillips 

O God, beginning and end,  

by whose command time runs its course: 

bless our impatience, perfect our faith, 

and, while we await the fulfillment of your promises, 

grant us hope in your Word.  Amen.         

Scripture Reading:   Isaiah 40: 1-11 

Second Reading:   Mark 1: 1-8    

Congregational Response: 

One:  But as for me, I keep watch for the Lord; 

All:  I wait in hope for God my Saviour; my God will hear me.  Micah 7:7      

Anthem:      Christ Is Born This Holy Night                                         (arr. Larson)               

Sermon:       God, the Compassionate Comforter                     Rev. R-H Gaskin 

* Hymn:  On Jordan’s Bank             VU #20 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements             Susan MacLeod 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music - The Offering and Communion Elements are brought forward  

The Sacrament of Holy Communion – please see insert 

* Closing Hymn:           Angels, from the Realms of Glory           VU #36    
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* Blessing   

* Choral Commissioning                                                                          (Lucille Caseley)  

Postlude:              From Heaven Above to Earth I Come                         (Pachelbel)  
 
******************************************************************************* 

You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of the worship service. 

******************************************************************************* 

Today's bulletin is dedicated to Marlene Phillips as we celebrate her 
smile, patience, and faithful service throughout the past 25 years as 
Wilmot's Office Manager.  Thank you Marlene. 
 
WELCOME to this service of worship and thank you for being with 

us today. We're glad you're here!  You are invited to join us for COFFEE & 
CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall following the worship service.   
Today we welcome Capt. The Rev. Kent Horsman, Chaplain, 2nd Battalion, Royal 
Canadian Regiment in our time of worship. Kent has been part of our congregation 
now for a few years.   Sometime in January Kent will be deploying on Operation 
REASSURANCE for approximately six months to Latvia as part of NATO’s enhanced 
Forward Presence in that country. He should come home sometime in July. 
The job includes: 

· Care for troops by visiting with them while they are doing their work, whether 

that’s at the Base where we will be staying, or in the training area where they are 

training, 

· Provide opportunities for church services once a week, 

·Help those of other faith or spiritual traditions to find a way to celebrate their 

faith/beliefs, 

· Advise the commanding officer (the Boss) of any concerns about the morale and 

well-being of the troops, 

 · And if something happens at home (i.e. a soldier’s spouse, or child is hospitalized 

with a serious illness) he will provide care to the soldier overseas, and when 

necessary, help decide if the soldier needs to come home rather than continue on 

the operation     

This Sunday, we will send him off with our blessing and sincere prayers.  
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THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical, 

emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot 

prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001). 

 

STATIONS OF ADVENT in the sanctuary through Advent:  You will find seven 

“stations” or places to sit and rest with some words of scripture and a sacred image.  

There is also a notebook for your reflections at each station.  You can drop in to 

spend time at the stations any time the church is open throughout Advent. 

 

 NEXT WEEK'S GATHERING OF GIFTS:   As you may know, each Sunday the children 

and youth are inviting you to join with them in the gathering of small items. This 

Sunday we gathered non-perishable food items. Next Sunday, Dec. 17 Reflecting on 

the question, "What would Mary & Joseph need to care for themselves?" 

(toothpaste,toothbrush,soap,deodorant,etc)   Dec 24 Reflecting on the question, 

"How would they care for a baby? What would they need?" (diapers, wipes, wash 

cloths, etc.)  Thank you for participating with us. 

 

WENDY TOPOLSKI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP: Deadline for applications is Dec. 15th. 

Applicants must be a member of the United Church and currently be enrolled in a 

post-secondary learning institution, i.e.  university or community college. 

Applications are available in the church office. 

 

ANNUAL PROGRESSIVE DINNER:  Be certain to mark 

Friday, December 15th on your calendars for Wilmot's 

Annual Pot Luck Progressive Dinner. We will begin at 

6:00 with appetizers being hosted by Blair & Ann 

Kennedy at 215 Queen Street. We will then travel to 

Wilmot's Finer Diner located right here at the church, 

where we will have the main course. Dessert will be held at the Garrison Room at 

Regent Hall, Shannex. This is a planned pot luck, so if you would like to take part, be 

sure to sign up or give Elaine (455-7954) or Ellen (206-1943) a call to let them know 

what course you wish to bring. This is always a wonderful evening of fun, food and 

fellowship so be sure to give us a call. 
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WILMOT CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON - December 17th:   Once again it is time to gather as 

the Wilmot community and enjoy a luncheon together. Outreach is preparing the 

soup and Wilmot congregational committee members are helping with set up and 

clean up.   We would ask families with names: 

  A - M to bring sandwiches - please drop off before church  

 N - T - please bring squares or cookies (no nuts please) 

 U - Z - please bring vegetables or cheese or pickles 

Thank you all for your help as we gather to celebrate Christmas with our Wilmot 

family.   If you have any questions, please contact Lynn MacKinnon or Terri MacLean 
 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY:  Our last Church Photo Directory was prepared in 2013 so 

the suggestion was made at the last Council meeting that it is time to produce a new 

one. Volunteers are needed if we are to undertake this project. If you are interested, 

please contact Rose~Hannah Gaskin, Ellen Beairsto or Shirley Cleave. 

 

 

MAGGIE’S MUFFIN MANIA 150 RECIPES FOR CANADA’S 150TH. 

This is a fundraiser for UCW at $15.00 a copy. It is available from 

Marlene at the church office, during Coffee and Conversation on 

Sunday. Great idea for a Christmas gift!! 

 

2018 CALENDARS FOR SALE:    With a dream of building an Amphitheatre at Camp 
Medley to honour the memory of Jonathan Young, a calendar for 2018 has been 
created in support of this project.   Jonathan, who passed away in 2014 at the age of 
11 after a fourteen month battle with brain cancer, loved theatre, music and Camp 
Medley.  If anyone would like to purchase a calendar ($5.00) they can contact 
Jonathan's grandparents, Carol and Gordon Young (472-7721). 
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Givings end of November, 2017 

    (48 Sundays)      (49 weeks) 

  Received   Budget   -Short/+Over     Nov. 2016 

Local:   $201,605.54  $208,593.12  - $6,987.58    -$14,141.25 

M&S:   $ 55,900.83  $ 55,384.80  +$ 516.03                -$ 8,389.38 

Capital    $ 27,775.14  $ 27,692.64  +$ 82.54                 -$ 9,835.39 

  Benevolent $ 15,744.50                     $11,759.30 

   Anniversary $12,587.00 

 

A GREAT WEEKEND:  Last weekend, Alex Ebbett went to Montreal as a member of  

FAST (Fredericton Aquanauts Swim Team) competing against teams from Quebec and 

Ontario. He had great success and came back to find out that he had made the NBIAA 

Provincial Championships representing FHS!  CONGRATULATIONS, ALEX 

 

DEC. 20:  A Candlelight Christmas: Seasonal Music for Cello and Guitar:  Please plan 

to join cellist Emily Kennedy and guitarist Steven Peacock for A Candlelight 

Christmas: Seasonal Music for Cello and Guitar, which takes place at Wilmot United 

Church on Wednesday,  Dec. 20th at 7:30 p.m. This one-hour recital features new 

arrangements of both familiar and lesser-known music of the Christmas season, as 

well as festive selections by Bach, Vivaldi, de Falla and Pujol. Admission is by 

voluntary contribution. For further information, please contact 

speacoc1@unb.ca/452-0170. 

 

 
 

mailto:speacoc1@unb.ca/452-0170
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NEWS FOR WILMOT ABOUT CUBA CONTACTS 

 

1. The aid that we sent down after the hurricane arrived and was distributed in 

the provinces of Ciego de Avila and Matanzas. The distribution was made on 

the advice of Wanda Hernandez Murga, who Wilmoters will remember from an 

extended stay here with us in Fredericton accompanied by her husband Orestes 

Rocas Santana. Orestes teaches New Testament at the Seminary in Matanzas 

and the both Orestes and Wanda are the leaders of the Kairos Community 

Centre in Matanzas.  

 

2. Moraima Gonzalez Ortiz, who is the international contact person for the 

Seminary but also the mother of Monica Col Gonzalez, who also spent an 

extended time helping with Christian Education at Wilmot in the past, was 

supposed to participate in the decisions about the distribution of the money 

from Wilmot. However, unfortunately, Moraima became stricken with a very 

severe condition in which she was described medically as "non-responsive". 

Monica went to Cuba to be with her mother, but now is returning to Canada, as 

Moraima is convalescing at her home in Havana. We hope and pray for her full 

recovery. 

 

 

 3. special invitation: Wilmot, along with other Canadian groups, has received a 

 special invitation by the provincial government to a thank you celebration, 

 which will take place on the week-end during the period April 10-19 in the 

 Spring of 2018. If you, or a friend, would like to participate please contact Greg 

 Black (209-5546) or any other member of the Cuba Twinning Committee, so 

 that we can gather the interested persons to discuss the aspects of the trip that 

 would interest everyone. This trip is open to persons of any age or 

 organizational affiliation.  
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

Dec. 10 - 17 

Today:   ADVENT TWO - COMMUNION 

 9:30 a.m.   ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room    

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & S.S. 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION   

Mon, Dec. 11: 

  6:00 p.m.           U.C.W CHRISTMAS POT LUCK - Parlour     

  6:45 p.m.  TOASTMASTERS CLUB – Board Room  

Tues, Dec. 12: 

 12:00p.m.  WORSHIP COMMITTEE – Parlour 

   7:00 p.m. FAITH FORMATION COMMITTEE - Parlour 

Wed. Dec. 13:   

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP - Parlour 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

12:00 p.m.  “COME AND FIND THE QUIET CENTRE” - Sanctuary 

  1:00 p.m.  WEDNESDAY @ WILMOT  

Thurs. Dec. 14:    

  9:30 a.m.  QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP – Parlour 

  1:00 p.m.  WRITERS GROUP - Parlour 

  6:30 p.m.  HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

  7:30 p.m.  CHOIR PRACTICE 

Fri. Dec. 15: 

   6:00 p.m. PROGRESSIVE DINNER begins at Blair & Ann Kennedy’s 

Sat. Dec. 16: 

 10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY  

 12:00 p.m. ADVENT SMALL GROUP - Parlour  

  6:00 p.m.  DROP-IN CENTRE – Gym 

Sun. Dec. 17:                  ADVENT THREE/CHILDRENS’ PAGEANT  

  9:30 a.m.           ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room   

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON / SOUP LUNCHEON 
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ADVENT ACTIVITIES 
 

 

Following are several Advent activities which you may wish to 

participate in: 

 

 

Saturday, Dec. 16:  “Praying the News This Advent” - small group retreat.  

    12 noon - 2 p.m.   parlour at Wilmot 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 19:   “Praying the News This Advent” - small group retreat.  

    2 p.m.  - parlour at Wilmot 

 

Thursday, Dec. 21:   “The Longest Night” celebration - 7 p.m. in the Wilmot 

      sanctuary 

 

DEC. 24th SERVICES: 

11:00 a.m.  ADVENT FOUR  

  4:00 p.m.  SERVICE FOR THE YOUNG AND YOUNG AT HEART! 

  7:00 p.m.  FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE 

11:00 p.m.  WORSHIP SERVICE WITH COMMUNION 

 

 


