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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 

                               December 24, 2017 

                                   Advent IV –Love        
 

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation. 

At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand. Presider:   Rev. R-H Gaskin   
 

THE PEOPLE GATHER 

Organ Prelude:  Thus Tell Us, Mary                                             (Chauvet)  

* Introit:                             Wait for the Lord                                     VU #22 

                             Wait for the Lord, God’s day is near. 
                             Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart!     

Welcome to our Church 

Call to Worship: 

Let every tongue give praise to God.  

Let us proclaim that God is with us, 

forgiving, liberating, and redeeming. 

Let us rejoice in our worship; 

let us be open to God’s leading. 

We will praise the God of love.                           

* Opening Hymn: Gentle Mary Laid Her Child                              VU #46 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting:   

Shepherds, where are you going? 
Can we go too? 

We are rushing off to Bethlehem. 

The angels came and told us that a baby was born. 

Not just any baby, but God’s baby, Jesus. 
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This baby is God’s gift of hope and peace, joy, and love 

for the whole wide world. 

The angels will watch the sheep, but we’ve got to go. 

There is no time to waste. 

We are so excited.  We are filled with joy! 

We must see this child, this baby Jesus. 

Yes, you can come with us, but you must hurry. 

Thank you, shepherds, for your faith and your gift of love. 

We will join you on this Advent Adventure.   
(The fourth candle is lit)    

* Hymn :   Hope is a Star  (verse 4)       VU #7 

   Love is a flame that burns in our heart, 

   Jesus has come and will never depart. 

   When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 

   The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

   and none shall be afraid.   

Time for the Young and Young at Heart  Rev. E. Beairsto 

*Family Hymn:        Away in a Manger                                                       VU #69  

Connecting to our Heart’s Longing: 

Loving God, 

For you animals prepared a bed 

For you the heavens shone brightly and the stars clapped their hands 

For you angels sang to help calm your crying 
For you shepherds stood watch and marveled at how small you were 
For you wise ones came running from the east, and when they saw you, 
They fell down on their knees 
Because you were Almighty God and yet you were so vulnerable 



  3  

You were God and yet you had a soft spot on your head 
God with Mary’s milk on your breath, wrapped up in swaddling clothes 
God, creator of everything, now born of flesh and blood to be with us 
Emmanuel, God with us 
Hope is ours 
Peace is on the way 
Sorrow has lost its grip 
Love has flood every heart 
Emmanuel, God with us 
Light has come back into the world 
And the darkness of despair, and war, and hurt, and hate shall not 
overcome it 
Tonight you are with us 
And we will never be the same 
We will be more tender 
We will protect the vulnerable  
We will stand watch 
We will come running to soothe the pain, to befriend the lonely, to lift up 
the lowly 
To live as your people, to walk with you in love 
We pray all of this in the name of Emmanuel, God with us 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Silence 

Guitar Solo:              El Noi de la Mare                                          (arr. Peacock)                  
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LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation: Elizabeth Savoie     

Holy God, help us to give voice to the wonderful news: 

you, yourself are coming to dwell among us!  

Quicken our imaginations to find new and creative ways 

to proclaim Christ’s coming.  Amen.                              

Scripture Readings: Luke 1: 26-55 

Congregational Response: 

But as for me, I keep watch for the Lord; 

I wait in hope for God my Saviour; 

my God will hear me.     Micah 7:7        

Anthem: Christmas Lullaby                                        (Rutter) 

Reflection:                Blessed Is She Who Believed                Rev. R-H Gaskin 

* Hymn:                    Song of Mary                                    VU #899 

 RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements 

Invitation to The Offering 

Offertory Music   

*Offertory Verse: VU #55 - verse 4 

  What can I give him, poor as I am? 

  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

  if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

  yet what I can I give him - give my heart.               

* Prayer of Dedication            
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Prayers of the People               Maggie Clarke 

 * Closing Hymn:  See amid the Winter’s Snow            VU #76 

* Benediction      

* Advent Amen (Lucille Caseley) 

Postlude: Good Christians All, Rejoice                                   (Kim)   
************************************************************************** 

 If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service. 

************************************************************************** 

WELCOME to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today. We're 

glad you're here!  You are invited to join us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. 

G. M. Young Memorial Hall following the worship service.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS:  The roses on the Communion table this 

morning are in celebration of the birth of two babies in our 

congregation.  Congratulations to Derek and Jordan Ness on the birth 

of their son, Liam Ethan Ness.  Congratulations to Jeffrey and Brooke 

McMillan on the birth of their son, Tate Jeffrey McMillan.  What a wonderful 

Christmas gift for all! 

  

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical, 

emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot 

prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001). 

 

REDEEMABLES:   With the Christmas season comes lots of company.  The youth ask 

that you save your redeemables and then give us a call (206-1943) for we do pick-

ups.  Or just drop them off in Ellen’s office.  The Youth Fund helps support our 

activities throughout the year.  THANK YOU! 
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THANK YOU:  I would like to first thank the children and youth for their wonderful 

contributions this past Sunday. What a wonderful way to say MERRY CHRISTMAS as 

we continue our journey towards the celebration of the birth of the Christ Child.    

But also, the Sunday School, themselves, would like to thank the congregation for 

their support, not only at this time of the year but throughout the year. We know 

that you are always there and so appreciate it. And as Maddy Neville said on Sunday: 

“Those beautiful mittens that we have gathered – thanks to generosity and talent of 

many people in this congregation – will be sent off to Yellowknife for the children, 

youth and adults there. We know that each pair of mittens will find a special pair of 

hands to keep warm.  

Thank you and blessings, Ellen 

 

THANK YOU:  A big note of thanks to everyone who contributed or helped in any way 

with last Sunday's congregational lunch.  Your participation and support was much 

appreciated!  

********************************************************************* 

Dear friends, 

  As many of you know I was diagnosed with cancer this past summer.  A month 

ago I completed chemotherapy and am now receiving excellent care from our family 

doctor. I am so grateful for her and the health system. 

 

  We know the Wilmot church family is upholding me and Maurice with your 

thoughts and prayers. We have received many Christmas cards from you expressing 

your love and concern for us.  

 

  It was a privilege to be in team ministry at Wilmot during the years 2000 to 

2005. Now you are ministering to me! 

 

  I thank God, and I thank you, for the many gifts I have received. 

 

Sincerely,    

Isabel Black 


