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Wilmot United Church 
December 24, 2017 

CHRISTMAS FAMILY SERVICE 

7:00 p.m. 

Gathering in God’s Name 

Organ Prelude:           O Little Town of Bethlehem                                         (Kim)        

Welcome to our Church 

Call to Worship:   

Come, this is the night for children, for God’s child is born. 

This is the night for families, for Mary and Joseph rejoice  

in the birth of their son. 

This is the night for humble workers, for shepherds are blessed  

with angelic messengers.   

This is the night for the whole world, for hope is alive and unto us 

a Saviour is born.              

Opening Prayer    

Opening Hymn:  Joy to the World                                                 VU #59            

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting                    Will Luton 

Each week during Advent we lit another candle on our wreath, and each 

week the candles glowed and the light shone more brightly.   
(Re-light the four Advent candles) 

We have read Bible verses that have spoken to us of God’s faithfulness and 

of hope and dreams through the ages.  The people waited and dreamed for 

a Messiah who would bring healing and peace.   God’s promises was kept.  

The Saviour has come.   
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God’s love has been shown in a most wonderful way:  a child has been 

born.  We know him as Emmanuel – God with us; we know him as Jesus – 

the fullest expression of God’s love for us.  

Tonight we light the Christ candle, the candle which represents Jesus.  The 

light of Christ shines for all to see.  (White candle is lit)          

Generous God, you have given us a time of preparation to receive again 

your gift of love and joy and hope and healing.  In the birth of the Child, 

Jesus, you have given new life to each of us.  May we experience the 

presence of Emmanuel, God with us, this day, and always.  Amen.  

Storytime for the Young and Young at Heart    Rev. Ellen Beairsto 

*Hymn:  O Little Town of Bethlehem                                               VU #64 

Play:  “Our Chaos, His Peace”                  (S. Davies, R. Benjamin)

   Director   Jamie Heard 
    Mr. Johnson  Matthew Messenger 
    Mary    Sydney Wilson 
    Joseph   Jonathan Chase 
    Wiseones   Livia Wilson, Loic Enrique 
    Shepherds   Matthew Chase, Yann Enrique 

Guitar Solo: God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen                Steven Peacock        

The Christmas Story:  Luke 2: 1-20                         Dan Luton 

Duet:  Gesu Bambino – Pietro A. Yon   Rose & Madeline Messenger 

Prayers of the People             Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

*Hymn:  O Come, All Ye Faithful          VU #60 
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Responding to the Word 

Offering Invitation  

Offertory Music:      In the Bleak Midwinter                             (Holst; arr. S. Peacock)  
   Guitar   Steven Peacock 
   Clarinet   Matthew Chase   
   Handbells           Nathan Gorey, Samantha Landry, 
       Matthew Messenger, Madeline Messenger   

Offertory Verse                                                 VU #55 
   What can I give him, poor as I am 

  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
 Yet what can I give him – give my heart. 

Prayer of Dedication                  

Sending Forth in God’s Name 

Lighting of the Candles/Extinguishing the Sanctuary Lights 

Hymn:   Silent Night, Holy Night                                            VU #67 

 Silent night!  Holy night! 

  All is calm, all is bright 

  round yon virgin mother and child. 

  Holy infant so tender and mild, 

  sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

 Silent night!  Holy night! 

  Shepherds quake at the sight: 

  glories stream from heaven afar, 

  heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 

Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born. 
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 Silent night!  Holy night! 

  Son of God, love’s pure light 

  radiant beams from thy holy face, 

  with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

Commissioning and Benediction: 

As we go forth this night 

may the joy of the angels … sing in our voices 

may the hope of the shepherds … enliven our minds 

may the strong faith of Mary … strengthen our spirits 

and may the love of the Christ Child … shine in our hearts 

and may God’s blessing be upon you … this whole night and forever more … 

Amen.  

Postlude:    Noel Swisse                         (Daquin) 

********************************************************************* 
You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of the worship service. 

********************************************************************* 

MEMORIAL FLOWERS:  Poinsettia have been placed in the sanctuary this 
evening in loving memory of Marina Hunter  by husband, Dale; daughter, 
Jennifer and son, Christopher as well as in loving memory of Wilfred and 
Mary Waite by the family. 

 
 The Staff of Wilmot United Church wishes you a warm and 

 heartfelt  “MERRY CHRISTMAS” 

 

 

 

Dec. 31st:   A combined worship service at St. Paul’s United at 10:30 am. 
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