
  0  



  1  

  

 

 

 

       WILMOT UNITED CHURCH  

                   December 2, 2018 - ADVENT ONE  

       HANGING OF THE GREENS  

  
 

 Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  Long before those of us who are settlers, and those 

of us who are descendants of settlers, came to this land, there were people here.  Many nations 

of people lived – and live – on the land we call Canada, given responsibility by the Creator to be 

stewards of this land and all that lives on it.  We know these people as First Nations.  Today, as we 

remember what it means to live thankfully, let us give thanks for the First Nations of this land - 

and let us remember that we worship God on the historic territory of the Wolastowqiyik.  As 

Christ’s people, let us be people of Love, of Truth, and of Reconciliation.  

 
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.  At the points marked * - those who 

are able are invited to stand.                                                                 Presider: The Reverend Rose-Hannah Gaskin  

 
Hanging of the Greens:  Contributed by  Slettom  Jeanyne; adaptation by Rose~Hannah Gaskin   

Organ Prelude:              Saviour of the Nations, Come                             (Bach) 

Handbell Prelude: Veni Emmanual/Puer Nobis 
                                                         The Frank T. Pridham Memorial Handbell Choir 

Welcome – Memorial Flowers 

*Opening Hymn:          People Look East                                                  VU #9  

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship:    (Responsive)  

How shall we prepare this house for the birth of Jesus?  
With branches of cedar, the tree of excellence and strength.   

How shall we prepare this house for the eternal Christ?  

With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever living, evergreen.  
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How shall we prepare this house for the prophet of Galilee?  

With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling of his passion, death and  

  resurrection.  

How shall we prepare our hearts for this revelation of God?   

By hearing again the words of the prophets and the promises of God.  

For in the story of Jesus we see revealed the transforming power of 
God We are reminded anew of God’s vision  of wholeness, justice, and 
peace for all of creation.    
Thanks be to God.     

Lighting of the Advent Wreath:                        (James Ravenscroft, Gathering 2018) 

As we look toward the night sky, we see the infinite stars set against the 

depth of infinite space. We feel humbled by the vastness of the universe 

and overwhelmed by what we do not know. 

Like another star sparkling in the night, we light this candle of hope.  

O Holy Light, you shine with such hope in the challenges of our world.  

Open us to recognize your presence all around us, even when all seems 

shadowed and overwhelming.   Amen.   (first candle is lit) 

  *Sing :         Hope Is a Star - Verse 1                         VU #7 

Opening Prayer: 
Holy Light, in the dawning of Advent, awaken us to signs of your 
presence. Be with us in this time of waiting. May our eager anticipation 
be transformed into a deep yearning for your reign of hope and love. 
We pray in the name of the One who comes.  Amen.   

 Storytime for the Young and the Young at Heart              Rev. Ellen Beairsto  

The Story Begins                                                                          Jacqueline Young 
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Blessing of the Christmas Tree – Unison                                 
Loving God, we come with joy to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, 

whose path of justice and inclusivity lights a path for all who follow 

him.  

May this tree, arrayed in splendor, remind us of the life-giving cross of 

Christ, that we may always rejoice in the new life that shines in our 

hearts. In Jesus’ name.  Amen.               Children and Youth leave for Sunday School            

The Story Continues:  The meaning of the service                                 

 *Handbell Choir:      Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence    

Significance of the Colors                                                                   Neil Thorne 

The Christ Candle                                                                              Jilanna Eagles 

  * Hymn:     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus           VU #2  

The Poinsettia Story                                                                             Guy Vezina 

Scripture Readings:     Jeremiah 33: 14-16; Luke 21: 25-36      Shirley Cleave 

Anthem:                         Let The Christ Child In                                     (Althouse) 

The Story Continues                                                                               Neil Thorne 

 *Hymn:   There’s a Voice in the Wilderness                 VU #18   

The Nativity Scene                                                                                  Derek Ness 

 *Hymn:                What Child Is This?                             VU #74  

Lord’s Prayer  

Offering     
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 *Doxology:                          VU #541  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;     

praise God, all creatures high and low;     

give thanks to God in love made known:     

Creator, Word and Spirit, One.       

*Prayer of Dedication  

Reflection: Trouble and Beauty                                            Rev. R-H Gaskin 

Commission and Blessing:  

Take time, in the busyness of this season, for quiet reflection— 

for the light of God’s love is discernible everywhere.    

We will let ourselves be surprised by wonder,  

and set aside time to offer quiet thanks.  

The good news of Advent is this:  

Christ is coming. Christ is always coming.  

We will welcome Christ into our hearts.  

We will let ourselves be guided by his ministry.  

We will go forth from this place in hope.  

*Hymn:              Go Tell It on the Mountain                                           VU #43  

Benediction  

Advent Amen                             (Caseley)

 Postlude: Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                          (Bender)   

***************************************************************************** 
You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of the worship service. 
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MEMORIAL FLOWERS: 
   In memory of  Placed by 
   Gordon S. Drain  The Family 
   Stephen Smith  Philip, Karen, Rachael, Andrew, Lauren and Jonathan 
   Virginia Lockerbie  Beth & Jacques Paynter 
   Ada Paynter  Beth & Jacques Paynter 
   Carl & Bertha Rawn 
        and David Rawn  The Family 
   Francis Smith  Jean Smith and family  
   Bill & Peggy Beairsto Doug Bearisto     
     

  
Ellen and Greg Blake are very pleased to announce and sponsor the 
bulletins in celebration of the birth of their grandson, Theo 
Anthony Boulos Blake born in Halifax to Eric and Leah on 
November 14th 
 

WELCOME to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today. If you 
are new to our church, we have a 'Welcome to Wilmot' kit for you.   Please ask one 
of the ushers, for the blue folder.   We're glad you're here!  You are invited to join 
us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall following 
the worship service.   Thank you to  members of the Handbell and Senior Choir for  
hosting this time of fellowship.  
 

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical, 

emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot 

prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001). 

 

SYMPATHY:  Our sincere condolences are extended to Sassi-Mint Grace on the 

recent death of her brother, Jack Blunston who passed away on November 22. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Julie Atkinson and Garrett Seymour on the birth of their 

son, Charles Edward Seymour who arrived on Nov. 6th.  Happy grandparents are 

Andy & Cathy Atkinson and Ted & Brenda Seymour.    
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ENEVOLENT OFFERING:  On the first Sunday of every month we collect a special 

Benevolent Offering.  This is used to provide food vouchers for those in need on 

Wednesday afternoons. 

 

GRANDMOTHERS HELPING GRANDMOTHERS WREATH SALE:  If you ordered one 

of our bulletin Christmas wreaths, they are here in the gym, and ready to be 

picked up.  You have been so supportive and we thank you. 

 

THANK YOU!   We have 20 new stacking tables in our gym complete with a trolley 
for storage thanks to the UCW.  Proceeds from bake sales, rummage sales, book 
sales and so on go towards such purchases which are organized by the UCW but 
supported by so many more. So to the UCW and friends, Wilmot says THANK YOU!  
Your continued support of our ministry here at Wilmot is certainly appreciated.          

 

KEYS:  We are trying to update our list of those who have keys to the church.  If you 

have a key or keys, please let Marlene in the church office know this.    

 

CHURCH CALENDARS for 2019 are now available in the church office.  $7 

 

The Advent issue of Words from Wilmot is available from our 

welcomers at the door this morning and at Coffee and 

Conversation after worship.  Please pick up your copy, and 

consider taking copies for neighbours, friends or relatives whom 

you know are unable to get out to church, or would enjoy having a 

copy.  Large print copies are also available, and you will be able to access a copy in 

colour on the Wilmot website: www,wilmotuc.nb.ca.  Please encourage your 

friends and relatives to check the Wilmot website for our newsletter and updates 

for all of our special activities during the Advent, Christmas and Epiphany season. 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2019 are available at entrance to church. If you are not 

currently using envelopes and would like a set, please contact Marlene in the office. 

Information re PAR is also available from Marlene. 
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OUT OF THE COLD SHELTER:  Several organizations within the city are responding 

to an urgent need for overnight accommodation for those in our community who 

are sleeping rough (i.e., outside).  An Out of the Cold Shelter is being established 

at the Bishop’s House on Church Street to provide a safe place overnight from now 

until the end of April.  Wilmot will serve as the reception centre for donations of 

supplies that will be needed.  There are some staff hired to manage the shelter, 

but many volunteers are needed in order for the shelter to operate.  More 

information about how you can volunteer and what supplies are needed can be 

found at https://www.roadhomefredericton.com/out-of-the-cold.html.  Please 

consider how you can help support these very vulnerable people in our 

community.   

 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Stewardship and Finance committee is looking for a volunteer 

treasurer. Jeff Beairsto will be stepping down after the 2019 AGM ending his two-

year term. 

The treasurer is responsible for: 

 overseeing the work of a bookkeeper and accountant; 
 preparing and presenting the annual budget at the AGM with help from 

stewards and committee chairs; 
 signing cheques, typically once or twice monthly; and  
 submitting the annual Charitable Tax Return to the Canada Revenue Agency 

with help from committees and the accountant; 

Jeff will continue to serve as a steward and provide guidance to the new treasurer. 

The stewards believe it is important to seek a new treasurer so that we can begin 

a pattern of short duration terms making the commitment less daunting for our 

pool of many qualified volunteers. Please contemplate sharing your time and 

talents with the congregation for a two-year term as treasurer.  

 

WINTER HAS ARRIVED and we are in need of hats, mittens, socks, gloves, scarves, 

etc. for those we do not have these necessities.   If you can help that would be 

greatly appreciated.   Just leave items in the trunk outside the gym. 

 

GROUP MEDITATION practice, support and learning among men who take Jesus 
seriously, or want to.  Ecumenical.  Tuesday 4 – 5:30 p.m. until Dec. 11.   

https://www.roadhomefredericton.com/out-of-the-cold.html
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ADVENT SMALL GROUP BOOK STUDY: Grateful by Diana Butler Bass. Please 

contact Rose-Hannah if you would like to be part of a small group meeting on 

Saturdays at noon for lunch and reflection on this book on Gratitude.  You will 

need to purchase a copy of the book right away if you wish to be part of the 

discussion. 

 
WILMOT SENIORS CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION:  This year Aggie is going to cater our 

Christmas lunch right here at the church on Tuesday, Dec. 4, at 12 noon. It’s going 

to be a great party with stories, door prizes, a Christmas carol sing and of course, a 

delicious buffet lunch. All this fun for only $18! As in the past, we will be collecting 

wrapped gifts to be donated to the Men’s Shelter. Please let Susan (450-4072) or 

Brenda (363-3388) know if you would like to join us for some fun and fellowship. 

Need a ride? No problem, we can arrange one for you very easily. You are very 

welcome to be a part of our festivities as we celebrate Christmas together. 

 

THIS YEAR’S PROGRESSIVE DINNER:  Be certain to mark Friday, December 14th on 
your calendars for Wilmot's Annual Pot Luck Progressive Dinner. We will begin at 
6:00 with appetizers at a surprise location. We will then travel to Wilmot's Finer 
Diner located right here at the church, where we will have the main course. 
Dessert will once again be at Regent Hall in the Shannex Complex. This is a 
planned pot luck, so if you would like to take part,  you can let Marlene know or 
call Ellen (206-1943). There will also be a sign-up sheet at Coffee and 
Conversation. This is always a wonderful evening of fun, food and fellowship so 
check your calendars and give us a call. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED to join us on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. for a Christmas 

service at Shannex, Thomas Hall.   You help will be appreciated. 

 

MAGGIE’S MUFFIN MANIA 150 RECIPES FOR CANADA’S 150TH. 

This is a fundraiser for UCW at $15.00 a copy. It is available from 

Marlene at the church office, during Coffee and Conversation on 

Sunday. Great idea for a Christmas gift!! 

 

FACES OF NEW BRUNSWICK  by Keith Minchin is available for sale from Marlene in 

the church office ($30).  A great Christmas gift! 



  9  

WHITE GIFTS:   Each Sunday the children and youth are inviting the congregation to 

join with them in the gathering of gifts. These will cover the four Sundays of Advent 

beginning with Advent 1 – Dec 2. 

Dec. 2 What would Mary & Joseph need to take for food as they travelled to 

Bethlehem?  (non-perishable food items)  

Dec. 9 What did Mary & Joseph need for warmth as they travelled to 

Bethlehem? (We welcome gifts of hats, gloves, scarves, socks, etc.} 

Dec. 16 "What would Mary & Joseph need to care for themselves?"  

(toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, deodorant, etc)  

Dec. 23 "How would they care for a baby? What would they need?"  

(diapers, wipes, wash cloths, etc.)  

 

A FEW DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDARS: 

 December 14 – Our Annual Progressive Dinner beginning at 6:00 

               Sign-up Sheets will be ready and waiting next Sunday 

 December 16 -  Our Christmas concert at the 11:00 Service 

 December 16 – Wilmot’s Congregational Christmas Luncheon immediately 

following the concert. 

December 19 – service at Shannex, Thomas Hall – 10:30 a.m. 

   

TODAY:    CHRISTMAS DINNER at St. Andrew’s United Church in Harvey.  Turkey 

with all the fixings.   Reserved sittings at 4 and 5:30 p.m.  Adults - $15;  Children - 

$5; and under 3 – Free.  Seating is limited so get your tickets early by calling 366-

2814  or  366-3189.    

Dec. 5:   THE ANNUAL ADVENT CAROL FESTIVAL held each year at St. Paul’s 
United Church will take place on Wednesday, Dec. 5 at 7:30 p.m. Local church and 
community choirs will present a program of familiar, as well as new, Christmas 
music.  A freewill offering will be received on behalf of the CBC Feed a Family 
campaign to support the 12 food banks in this area. 

Dec. 7:   There will be a CHRISTMAS TEA, "Angels Among Us", on Fri., Dec. 7th from 
1 to 3 p.m. at Nashwaaksis United Church.  Admission by donation.  Everyone 
welcome! 
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT  

Dec. 2 – 9, 2018 

 

Today:  ADVENT ONE/THE HANGING OF THE GREENS   

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION 

Mon., Dec. 3: 

   6:00 p.m. LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC – various rooms 

   6:30 p.m. SPANISH CLASS – Parlour 

   6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS – Board Rom 

Tues., Dec. 4:   

 12:00 p.m. SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCH - Parlour 

   4:00 p.m. MEDITATION GROUP – Fireside Room 

   7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS - Gym 

Wed., Dec.5:  

  9:30 a.m. QUILTERS – Parlour 

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

12:30 p.m. WEDNESDAY @ WILMOT – Gym 

   7:00 p.m. PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY – Parlour 

   7:00 p.m. NA GROUP – Fireside Room 

Thurs. Dec. 6:    

  9:00 a.m. QUILTERS - Parlour 

  6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

  7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS - Gym  

  7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE - Parlour 

Sat., Dec. 8:  SOUP MAKING - Kitchen    

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

12:00 p.m. ADVENT STUDY - Parlour 

  6:00 p.m. DROP-IN CENTRE 

Sun., Dec. 9:  ADVENT TWO/COMMUNION 

  9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. SOUP LUNCHEON 
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