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                      WILMOT UNITED CHURCH  

                              February 4, 2018  

                         BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.  
At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.    
Presider:   The Reverend Rose-Hannah Gaskin   

  
THE PEOPLE GATHER 

Organ Prelude:                       Ricercar                                                           (Erbach) 

Welcome to the Church   

Call to Worship:  

 Come, bring your courage and your fear to the water’s edge. 

Leave the security of the shoreline 

and step into the swirling river. 

Let it wash away all resistance, all old baggage. 

Come—trusting, vulnerable, ready for renewal. 

Let the Spirit kiss you with blessing, 

And call you “Beloved.” 

We Light the Christ Candle   

Opening Prayer:   

O Spirit who brooded over waters  

and brought forth life,  

who is the wave and the boat, 
the rain and the waiting soil— 

we come to you with thanks and praise.  
You soften and water and wash and nurse us.  
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You are the One who fills our cups  
and our imaginations.  
Help us now to be here with one another,  

to worship and enjoy the Spirit.  
We come to you in our dryness, Holy One.  

Our hearts shrink and crack,  
our spirits wilt and droop.  
Without your love washing over us  

and through us,  

we become crusty and stale.  
Send showers of blessing, we pray,  

that we might be revived,  

that we might take up the ministry of Jesus with passion and joy.  
Forgive us our times of drought and dustiness,  

our stubbornness with our eyes stuck shut.  
May rivers of mercy bathe us and restore us.  

(a time of silence)  

Restore us, O God, who is Living Water.  

Restore us, O God. Amen.  
Robin Wardlaw, Glen Rhodes U.C., Toronto, Ont.               

* Opening  Hymn:       O World of God                                                VU #258 

* Story Time for the Young and Young at Heart                         Rev. E. Beairsto  

* Baptismal Hymn:           Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters       VU #442    
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Presentation of Candidates                Shirley Cleave 

Profession of Faith                                

Congregational Commitment:  

 As a baptized and baptizing church, do you commit yourselves to support 

and nurture this family within a community of faith which worships God 

and loves and  serves others.  
 We do, by the grace of God.   

Affirmation of Faith – See back of bulletin  

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Pouring of Water:  

 God be with you.  

And also with you  

 Lift up your hearts.  

 We lift them up to God.  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 It is right to give God thanks and praise.    

Baptism, Welcome & Blessing 

Silent Prayer 

*Hymn:   Come, My Way, My Truth                  VU #628 
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LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation                                                                             Judy Coates                              

 O You who are the Light of the minds that know you,   

the Life of the hearts that love you,   

the Strength of the spirits that seek you;  

help us so to know you that we may truly love you,  

so to love you that we may fully serve you,  

in whose service is perfect freedom.    

Scripture Readings:        Genesis 1: 1-5 
                                            Mark 1: 4-11   

Anthem:                            Praise the God of Our Salvation                   (Poorman) 

                  

Reflection:                        Baptism – Why Bother?                        Rev. R-H Gaskin 
 

*Hymn:               Christ Has No Body Now but Yours                             MV #171       

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements  

Invitation to The Offering  

Offertory Music      

Doxology:  VU #541  

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise God, all creatures high and low;  

give thanks to God in love made known:  

Creator, Word and Spirit, One.           
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Prayer of Dedication:  

God who gives us every good thing,  

we bring ourselves before you,  

as Jesus brought himself to the River Jordan,  

trusting in your will. We pray that these gifts  

may be used, to bless others and make  

your presence known. Amen.  
Wanda Winfield, Blenheim U.C., Blenheim, Ont.  

Prayers of the People  

*Closing Hymn:                 Arise, Your Light Is Come                                 VU #79    

Commissioning: 
Remember the baptism of Jesus as you leave this church.  

Remember that we are a baptized and baptizing church,  

and as members of a faith community, marked by the cross,  

go about the work of Jesus in the coming week.   

Benediction:  

Light of God to give us hope Power of God to protect us  

Light of God to give us joy Peace of God to calm us  

Light of God to give us faith Grace of God to save us  

this day and forevermore.                         

Choral Amen                                                                                                 VU #969   

Postlude:       Fantasy on "O For a Thousand Tongues"                                       (Johnson) 

If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service. 

 

 

Today’s bulletins are sponsored in loving memory of Betty Nicholson by her 

family.  Betty passed away one year ago on Feb. 2nd.    
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WELCOME to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today. We're  

glad you're here!  You are invited to join us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. 

G. M. Young Memorial Hall following the worship service. Thank you to members of 

The Worship Committee for providing this time of refreshments and fellowship.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS go out to Chloe & Haley Traer on the birth of their baby 

brother, Grayson William Traer, on  Jan. 27 weighing 8 lb 12 oz.  Grayson is the son 

of Kelsey Cameron and Justin Traer and grandson of Mary Lynn & Gordon Cameron. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS and WELCOME to Garry Klooesterman and Shannon LaBrecque 

and daughter Eloise, and to Phillip & Alexandra Noseworthy and son Owen.  We also 

welcome Kristie LaBrecque and Michael Caissie, godparents of Eloise and Jennifer 

Hogan Harris and Jordan Harris, Owen’s godparents. 

 

BENEVOLENT OFFERING:  On the first Sunday of every month we collect a special 

Benevolent Offering.  This is used to provide food vouchers for those in need on 

Wednesday afternoons. 

 

SPANISH PRACTICE SESSIONS TO START TUESDAY:  There has been sufficient 

interest to start Spanish Practice Sessions again.  The first session will be Tuesday, 

Feb. 6, at 6:30 p.m. in the parlour. These sessions are open to everyone, whether 

they are associated with Wilmot or not.  So invite your neighbours and friends.  They 

are designed to be appropriate for both beginners and semi-fluent speakers, and for 

both young and old.  Best of all they are a free service of the  Cuba Twinning 

Committee to the community.  If you cannot attend at the above time and would 

prefer another day or hour, please contact Norman or Meca Laverty (455-3349).  "De 

otro modo, hasta la vista."  (In other words, we'll see you there.) 
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SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER!  Shrove Tuesday Feb. 13) is the 

day that Pancake Suppers will be held around the world. Plan on 

joining us for a Delicious Pancake Supper (5:00 – 6:30). This has been 

successfully held many times here at Wilmot over the years and so 

we once again look forward to hosting it. Call Derek Ness (999-6554), 

Judy Luton (459-1099) or Ellen (206-1943) if you have any questions.  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE:  On Wednesday February 14th, we will have a short Ash 

Wednesday service in the sanctuary at 7pm. This will be a quiet and contemplative 

time of candle light, prayer, silence and music to bring yourself into readiness for 

Lent and to decide what your heart’s desire is for this time of introspection and deep 

growth in the Spirit. You may also choose to walk the labyrinth, which is a very useful 

metaphor for life’s spiritual journey.  

 

WILMOT SENIORS: Please join us for our mid winter potluck luncheon on Tuesday, 
February 20th at 12 noon in the parlour. Some sing-along fun with Lynda-Jean Coffin 
will follow our meal. What better way to rid ourselves of the winter blahs than over a 
delicious meal with friends and a bit of fun afterwards.  All seniors and retirees are 
warmly welcomed.     
 

DEADLINE FOR ANNUAL REPORTS is Wed., Feb 7th.    

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held following worship on  February 25th. 

LENTEN DISCUSSION:   during Lent, we will be offering a four-part series of after-
worship sessions for our shared learning and group discussion. 

February 18- "Connecting with our Muslim Neighbours" - Kylie Bergfalk 

March 4 – Everybody Eats – food security in NB  -  Marg Routledge 

March 11- “Ending Poverty R US”- How might Christians be called to this work  

                                in 2018?   Gail Wylie 

March 18-  Plight of Palestinian Children -  “That’s No Way to Treat a Child” 
- Ruth Breen 
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FOR YOUR ATTENTION:   One thing I would invite you to help me with throughout 

Lent is “Praying The News”.  This will be included in our corporate worship.  When 

you hear of a situation in the news that needs our prayers, please help me bring it to 

light by printing it on a four inch square piece of paper.  Bring this to me on Sundays 

or leave it for me in the office any time. We will have these ‘prayer cards’ available 

every Sunday during Lent so that individuals can pick out a paper and take it home to 

pray for that situation throughout the week. Every week, you can take home a prayer 

card.  All through Lent, as you listen to and read the news, keep making me these 

“prayer cards”.  I believe our prayers can make a difference and I need your 

participation to launch this Wilmot Lenten initiative.       Rose-Hannah 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER BIBLE STUDY:  The Women’s Inter-Church Council of 

Fredericton is having the World Day of Prayer Bible Study on Monday, Feb. 12, at 10 

a.m. at Morning Gate Church.   Wheelchair Accessible.  The 2018 World Day of 

Prayer service was written by the Women of the Republic of Suriname. Any women 

of all denomination of faith are encourage to come to the Bible Study. 

 

FROZEN CASSEROLE SALE:  The UCW of St. Paul’s United Church will be hosting a 

Frozen Casserole Sale, on Saturday, Feb. 10th from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. Choose from 

three sizes and a variety of flavors including: chicken, meatballs, tuna, salmon, 

lasagna, shepherd’s pie, hash browns, turnip, squash, baked beans, and more. Some 

gluten free.  Bonus!  We will have fresh baked bread for sale as well!  Come early for 

the best selection. 

 

50th ANNIVERSARY:  Forest Hill United Church in Fredericton is celebrating its 50th 

Anniversary with special events in 2018. On February 18 (storm date March 11) there 

will be a service at 10:00 a.m. led by Rev. Deborah Ambridge Fisher. Guest speaker 

will be the President of Maritime Conference, Rev Richard Bowley. Founding 

members will have a role reading Scripture and assisting with communion. There will 

be displays of the colourful banners that have enhanced the worship space over the 

decades, plus other displays of activities at Forest Hill United Church over the last 

fifty years.  There will be a light lunch and anniversary cake following the service and 

all are welcome. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION:  A New Ombudsperson for Responsible Enterprise 

created to investigate human rights complaints against overseas operations by 

Canadian companies! The Church in Action committee of Maritime Conference, 

informed by its work with “Breaking the Silence” in reporting on Canadian mining 

operations in Guatemala and Colombia, has been an active player over years in 

lobbying the federal government to implement this position and legislation to hold 

Canadian companies responsible for their human rights impacts abroad.  The report 

from Mining Watch Canada marks the successful culmination of those efforts and the 

hopes for effective, independent work leading to government actions on violations.  

Read their report and link to the whole multi-government history of this issue back 

to 2005: https://miningwatch.ca/news and click on “Long-Fought-For 

Ombudsperson….”  (Article posted on Gym Bulletin Board.) 

 

 

Ministers: 

             Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin         Rev. Ellen Beairsto  

                          292-1680                 206-1943          

Ministers Emeriti: 

Rev. Cliff Moase, Rev. Bob Jones 

Organist: Virginia Leiter 

Music Director: Steven Peacock 

Office Administrator: Marlene Phillips 

Sexton: Randy Randall 

Church Office: 458-1066 

Hours: Tues - Friday 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/ 

473 King Street 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://miningwatch.ca/news
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

Feb 4 – 11th 

 

TODAY:   BAPTISM SUNDAY 

  9:30 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & S.S. 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION 

Mon, Feb. 5: 

  6:30 p.m.  LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC – Various Rooms   

  6:45 p.m.  TOASTMASTERS CLUB – Board Room  

Tues, Feb. 6: 

  4:15 p.m.  MEN’S MEDITATION GROUP – Fireside Room 

  6:30 p.m.  PRACTICE, SPANISH CLASS  – Parlour 

  7:00 p.m.  MARTIAL ARTS 

Wed. Feb. 7:  DEADLINE FOR ANNUAL REPORTS 

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP - Parlour 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

  1:00 p.m.  WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT  

  7:00 p.m.  PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY- Parlour  

  7:00 p.m.  NA GROUP – Fireside Room 

Thurs. Feb. 8:  

  9:30 a.m.  QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP – Parlour 

   1:00 p.m. WRITERS GROUP - Parlour 

   6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR 

   7:00 p.m. PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE - Parlour  

   7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE 

Sat. Feb 10: 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

   6:00 p.m. DROP-IN CENTRE  

Sun. Feb 11:  TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY    

  9:30 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & S.S. 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION 


