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          WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 
                   April 22, 2018 
                   Earth Sunday  

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.   
 At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.                 
Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin                                      
___________________________________________________________________________ 

THE GATHERING 

Organ Prelude:            The King of Love My Shepherd Is                    (Mead)    

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship: 
The sun rises without fail, bringing a new day to Earth, and we rise to 
embrace such a gift. Sunflowers, mountain ash trees, purple asters, and 
potted petunias stretch and wave in the breeze, singing praise with 
bold colour, dancing leaves, and wonderful fragrance. We join them 
and praise the Creator with our whole being.  

Suzanne Edgar, St. Andrew’s U.C., Indian Head, Sask. 

We Light the Christ Candle 

Prayer of Approach: 
O God, who cracks open the seed, the soil, and even the grave and 
brings forth new life,  
we praise you for your wondrous touch. 
You, the One who stretches the daylight, warms the air, melts the 
shadows and cold within us,  
we praise you for your healing touch. 
You, the One who sets birds singing and hearts laughing,  
we praise you for your renewing touch.  
This day we bring everything to you, in us, in our lives, and in our world 
that is still wrapped in winter coldness.  
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Work your wonder in us. Let patience and strength take root. Let hope 
bud where none seems possible. Let passion and a courage for what is 
right flower in us. May life rise out of empty hearts and broken places. 
Work your Easter wonder in us. All praise be yours. Amen.            
Bill Steadman, St. Andrew’s U.C., Sudbury, Ont. 

* Opening Hymn:          For the Beauty of the Earth                      VU #226 
                                   (Tune: VU #81) 

Time for the Young and Young at Heart                              Rev. E. Beairsto 

*Hymn:     Like a Rock               MV #92 
words: Keri Wehlander 

adapted to music: Linnea Good 

 
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet 
Like the starry night sky God is over our head 
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before 
Like the river runs to ocean our home is in God evermore 
French: 
Comme la terre, comme la terre  
Dieu est là sous les pieds 
Comme le ciel étoilé, Dieu au-dessus de la tête 
Comme l’soleil sur l’horizon, meme,  
Dieu nous mene à l’avenir 
Comme l’ruisseau vers la rivière,  
nous demeurons dans l’Eternel 

 

  LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayers of Confession: 
Ground of all being,  
today we reflect on how we steward this planet. 
We realize that we have sometimes been less aware than we  
could have been. 
(a time of silent prayer) 
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In recognition of this, we ask that you would inspire us to new  
ways of being so that our simple doing will be filled with  
contentment and joy. 
Creator, bend our hearts to a path of sustainable living and  
sustainable development. This we pray for the betterment of all  
your creation. Amen. 

Jim McKean, St. Paul’s U.C., Orillia, Ont. 

Assurance of God’s Love:          Psalm 23                                         VU #747 

Prayer of Preparation:                                                      Gil Todd 

God of startling revelation, open us to your message this day. 
Get our attention; show us the way to abundant life for all of creation.  

Amen.                                     

 Scripture Reading:                     Genesis 1: 1-31   

Congregational Response: 
One: This is the witness of God’s people.                      
All:          Thanks be to God!     

Anthem:  Sing a New Song to the Lord                                (Scialla) 

Sermon:           For The Beauty of the Earth              Rev. R-H Gaskin 

* Hymn:                 Touch the Earth Lightly                                      VU #307 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcement - Stewardship & Finance                                           Peter Curtis   

Announcement                  Judy Luton 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music    
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* Doxology:                                                                                            VU #541 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures high and low; 

 give thanks to God in love made known: 

 Creator, Word and Spirit, One.      

* Prayer of Dedication 

Prayers of the People written by Wilmot Council members 

* Closing Hymn:  Called by Earth and Sky                     MV # 135 

*Commissioning  

*Sung Blessing                VU #963 

Postlude:  Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing          (Rawsthorne) 

 

WELCOME to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today.  
We're glad you're here!  You are invited to join us for COFFEE AND 
CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall following the Worship 
service.   Thank you to members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry Group for 
providing this time of refreshments and fellowship.  

CONGRATULATIONS:  Our congratulations go out to Emily & Darren 

Clark on the birth of their son, Maxwell (Max) Robert born on April 2. 

A brother for Abby. All are doing well. Proud grandparents are Andy 

& Cathy Atkinson.  

PLEASE NOTE:  Church Office will be OPEN on Monday, April 23rd and CLOSED on 
Wednesday, April 25th.  This change is to allow Marlene to attend a Presbytery 
meeting in Moncton for her home church. 
 
THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical, 
emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the 
Wilmot prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001).  
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TODAY:  ELVIS GOSPEL CONCERT  All are invited to the "Gospel Side of Elvis" 
concert at Wilmot United Church THIS AFTERNOON at 3 p.m.  Mike Bravener will be 
"in the building" singing your favourite Gospel tunes such as Amazing Grace, How 
Great Thou Art and There'll Be Peace in the Valley.  Free Will offering to support the 
Youth Ministry.  Light refreshments served.  Come and sing along with Elvis! 
 
THE OBSERVER:   It’s time to renew your subscription or sign up for the first time,  to 
the National Church’s magazine “The Observer”.  Cost is $25.   If you are paying by 
cheque, please make cheque payable to Wilmot United Church.  DEADLINE is April 
25th.   

WIN A LOVELY UCW GIFT BASKET FOR MOTHER’S DAY!  Maggie’s Muffin Mania 
Cookbook has been a tremendous fundraiser for UCW.  A special pop-up promotion 
will be taking place at Coffee and Conversation on April 22, April 29 and May 6 with a 
goal of selling 100 cookbooks.  For each $15 cookbook sold, the purchaser will be 
entered in a draw to win a beautiful gift basket overflowing with specialty 
ingredients, deluxe muffin pans and kitchen tools needed for many of the items in 
the cookbook.  See it on display!  The draw for the basket of goods worth over $100 
will take place at the end of the Quilters’ Tea on May 12th.  Congratulations to our 
own Maggie Clarke for producing such a popular book and generously donating all 
proceeds to UCW! 

BOOK CLUB:  The April meeting of Book Club will be held Tuesday, April 
24.  Please note that we are now meeting at 7:30 p.m. and not 7 o’clock!  We 
will discuss Russian Winter by Daphne Kalotay.  This is a story of a Russian 
ballerina who defects to the US in the early 1950s, and the narrative bridges two 
continents.  It is a national and international bestseller, was on the long-list for 
the 2012 International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award and has been translated into 
23 foreign editions.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

UPCOMING GRADUATES:  It is time for us to gather the names of our 2018 
graduates. If you, your child or grandchild is graduating this year from High 
School, College or University please let Ellen know.  Her list has already begun.  
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YOU ARE INVITED:  There was good participation in the four Lenten discussion 
groups last month.  Now we are thinking about following up on some of the ideas 
generated.  On Sunday May 6th, after worship you are invited to come to the 
Parlour with your coffee for a discussion on "next steps" around these 4 topics:   
Building relationship with our Muslim neighbours, the United Church's protest 
against brutality towards Palestinian youth, good nutrition for everyone and 
elimination of poverty in our province.  We recognize that we cannot act on all of 
these.  What green shoot is already sprouting in the garden?  What door is 
opening in our community?  Is there an emerging project we can collaborate with 
and add our energy to?  

SPONSORING THE BULLETIN:  One way to recognize a special event or special 
person is to sponsor the Church Bulletin for a particular Sunday.  Why not 
consider this when you wish to acknowledge an accomplishment (e.g., 
graduation), remember a loved one (in memoriam), celebrate a milestone (e.g., 
birthday, anniversary) or mark a significant event (e.g., Earth Day).  The cost is 
$25.00 and arrangements can be made by contacting Marlene in the Church 
Office (458-1066 or wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca). 

 

SRING RUMMAGE SALE April 27-28 

UCW is holding its annual spring rummage sale this Fri., 
April 27 from 3 - 6 p.m. &  Sat., April 28 from 9 a.m. – 
noon in the gym.  Items include spring & summer clothing, footwear, toys, linens, 
kitchenware, home décor and more.  Proceeds will support UCW’s charitable 
projects.  We are still collecting items for the sale and you are asked to please 
leave any donations with Randy or on the gym stage.   

TEA AND ARTIST SHOW & SALE:  Celebrate mom and support charity at Wilmot 
United Church on May 12th  from 11 am – 2 pm.  Enjoy an elegant tea featuring 
fancy sandwiches and dainty sweets along with an exhibition and sale of our 
congregation’s fine arts and crafts in the Dr. G.M. Young Memorial Hall.  Also 
drop by the sanctuary to view Wilmot Quilters’ display of beautiful 
quilts.  Admission is $10.  For advance tickets, contact Linda Gough, Nancy Chase, 
Shirley Cleave or the Church Office.  Limited tickets also available at door. 

 

mailto:wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENIORS’ FITNESS at St. Paul’s United Church , Monday and Friday from 10 a.m. – 
11 a.m.   If you are interested please contact Tyler Drost at 506-754-2205 or 
email him at tylerddrost@gmail.com.   Cost is $65/month or $10/drop in 
 

MAY 3:  UCW BRIDGE LUNCHEON will be held on Thursday, May 3rd, at 12 noon 
at Nashwaaksis United Church. Please contact Connie – 472-4744 to reserve your 
table at a cost of $40.    

MAY 5:       The UCW of St. Paul’s United Church, will be hosting a Bridge 

Luncheon on Saturday, May 5th at 12 noon. Reserve your table for $48.00 or 
$12.00 per person, by telephoning Isabel Green at 459-7116. Enjoy a delicious 
lunch, door prizes, and your favorite pastime! 
 

MAY 5:  GRACE SPRING FESTIVAL CONCERT at 2:30 p.m. on  Sat., May 5 will be 
held at Grace Memorial Church, featuring performances from the Fredericton 
Music Festival.  Freewill  offering in support  of  the organ restoration fund.     

MAY 5:  Oromocto United Church Spring Turkey Supper - May 5 from 4 to 6 p.m.    
Adults $14.00   Children under 12 - $ 6.00   Pre-schoolers – Free                  
Everyone welcome. 

MAY 12:  Grandmothers helping Grandmothers Fredericton is having a Fish and 
Chips Kitchen Party at the Market on May 12 from 6-8 p.m. There will be a 
delicious fish and chips dinner by chef Rick Huskins, lively music by local 
entertainers Pat and Dan Steeves, a silent auction and gifts for sale just in time 
for Mothers Day. Cost is $20 For adults and $10 for children. Cash bar.  For 
tickets call Linda Hubbard at 457-0362 lindahub@nb.sympatico.ca   Westminster 
books or Jean Coutu Pharmacy in Devon. 

 
MAY 27:   HYMN-SING AND CONCERT, 7:00 p.m. Forest Hill United Church, 45 
Kimble Court. All are welcome. To request a favourite hymn, contact the church 
office at 455-0988 or foresth.office@bellaliant.com by May 8th. Please provide 
your contact information (name, phone number and/or email) and any 
dedication information. Suggested donation per hymn choice is $20 for which an 
income tax receipt will be provided if requested. For more information go to 
www.foresthillunited.com or      facebook.com/foresthillunited 

mailto:tylerddrost@gmail.com
mailto:lindahub@nb.sympatico.ca
mailto:foresth.office@bellaliant.com
http://www.foresthillunited.com/
http://facebook.com/foresthillunited
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Wilmot United Church is an open and welcoming presence in downtown 

Fredericton, putting our Christian faith into action to be a light in God’s 

world. We welcome all into the life and ministry of our faith community, 

including persons of any age, ability, race, ethnicity, place of origin, sex, 

gender identity, sexual orientation, family configuration, and social and 

economic circumstance. 

 

 

Ministers: 

 

           Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin         Rev. Ellen Beairsto  

                          292-1680                          206-1943          

Ministers Emeriti: 

Rev. Cliff Moase, Rev. Bob Jones 

Organist: Virginia Leiter 

Music Director: Steven Peacock 

Office Administrator: Marlene Phillips 

Sexton: Randy Randall 

Church Office: 458-1066 

Hours: Tues - Friday 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/ 

473 King Street 
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Minute for Mission 

 Our gifts for Mission & Service support inner-city programs for 
children, like Camp Cosmos run by Montreal City Mission. 

 An 11-year-old girl has a new respect for her 9-year-old  brother 
with special needs thanks to the environmental summer day camp. 

 Eden Haber, Assistant Director of Camp Cosmos, learned about the 
experience from their mother.  Before the camp, the girl felt ashamed of 
her brother, says Eden.  At the camp she was able to see how he interacted 
with other campers and how they enjoyed being with him, and her attitude 
changed.  “She came out of the camp saying she was proud to have him as 
her brother.” 

 This is just one example of how Camp Cosmos brings together 
children:  those with special needs and those without; kids who have lived 
in Canada their whole lives and refugees who arrived a month ago; children 
from different economic backgrounds, cultures, and faiths.  “It’s a good 
opportunity for kids to integrate with other kids,” says Eden. 

 An environmental focus is fundamental.  It’s reflected practically, 
as the camp tries to achieve zero waste through recycling and composting.  
“These kids are growing up downtown and don’t have a tangible connection 
with the environment,” says Eden.   The camp provides that.  Campers learn 
through ecological games,, organic gardening, outings in nature, and visits 
to local farms. 

 Montreal City Mission, through Camp Cosmos, offers children and 
youth an appreciation of nature and a place to learn leadership skills that 
will help them become caring adults working for a better world. 

 Mission & Service is the heart and soul of The United Church of 
Canada.  If you already give, thank you so much.  If you do not give, please 
consider making Mission & Service a regular part of your life of faith!  Loving 
our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service.  
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 
 April 22 – 29   

 
TODAY:    
11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 
12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  
  3:00 p.m.  ELVIS GOSPEL CONCERT - Sanctuary 
Mon, Apr. 23:  CHURCH OFFICE OPEN 
  6:45 p.m.  TOASTMASTERS – Board Room   
Tues, Apr. 24: 
  4:00 p.m.  MEN’S MEDITATION GROUP – Fireside Room 
  7:30 p..m.  BOOK CLUB – Parlour.  PLEASE NOTE the time  
Wed. Apr. 25:  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TODAY   
  9:00 a.m.  QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP - Parlour 
10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 
  1:00 p.m.  WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT  
  7:00 p.m.  NA GROUP – Fireside Room 
Thurs. Apr. 26:   
  9:30 a.m.  QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP - Parlour    
  1:00 p.m.  WRITERS GROUP - Parlour  
  4:00 p.m.  SEEKERS GROUP – Fireside Room 
  6:30 p.m.  HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE 
  7:30 p.m.  CHOIR PRACTICE 
Fri., Apr. 27:   SET UP FOR RUMMAGE SALE 
 3 – 6 p.m.  RUMMAGE SALE 
Sat., April 28: 
9 a.m.- noon  RUMMAGE SALE 
10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 
  6:00 p.m.  DROP-IN CENTRE 
Sun. Apr. 29:   
  9:30 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room              
11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL                              
12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION                                 
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MAYWORKS FREDERICTON 

 

Artists and workers invite all to celebrate the fourth annual Mayworks 

Festival of Working People and the Arts in Fredericton on traditional 

Wolastoq territory. 

Fri, April 27 - Film screening of Bread & Roses at Conserver House, 180 St. 

John St., at 7:00pm. A film about justice for janitors from Mexico working in 

Los Angeles. A film by Ken Loach. Presented by Cinema Politica Fredericton, 

Fredericton Feminist Film Collective and No One Is Illegal Fredericton. With 

Connie Sorio from KAIROS.  

Sat, April 28 - National Day of Mourning Ceremony at the Fredericton Fallen 

Firefighters Memorial next to the Small Craft Aquatic Centre along the south 

banks of the Wolastoq (St. John River) at 12:00pm. 

Sat, April 28 - Mayworks Fair / Launch at James Dunn Hall, St. Thomas 

University at 6:30pm. Groups are invited to set up tables and bring materials 

to distribute.  

Sat, April 28- Sun, April 29 - Marx in Soho play at the Black Box Theatre, 

James Dunn Hall, St. Thomas University. Saturday evening show at 7:30pm 

and Sunday matinee at 2:00pm. Starring Jeff Bate Boerop as Karl Marx. 

Directed by John Ball. 

Mon, April 30 - NB Film Co-op presents Death of Stalin at Tilley Hall, Room 

102, University of New Brunswick, at 7:30pm. 

Tues, May 1 - Mayday! Building union solidarity with progressive social 

movements: a panel discussion at the Charlotte Street Arts Centre at 

6:30pm. With Jeff Brown, UNB History, on the history of of May Day, Ron 

Tremblay, Chief of the Wolastoq Grand Council, Michel Boudreau, past 

president New Brunswick Federation of Labour, Tracy Glynn, NB Media Co-

op & No One Is Illegal Fredericton and Abram Lutes, Chair, Fight for $15 

Fredericton.  
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Fri, May 4 - El Jones on Poetry, Anti-Prison Activism and the Black Power 

Hour Radio Show. McCain Hall, St. Thomas University, Room 203. Friday, 

May 4 at 2:30 – 3:30 pm. Everyone Welcome. Organized by Women\'s 

Studies and Gender Studies at St. Thomas University. 

Fri, May 4 - \"WE ARE HERE!\" Award-winning poet El Jones will perform on 

Friday, May 4 at 7:00pm at Wilmot United Church Sanctuary in Fredericton. 

Featuring the poetry of Melissa Beek and Chevelle Malcolm and voices from 

the NB Immigrant Women\'s Association and Filipino-Canadian CommUNITY 

of New Brunswick. This Mayworks Fredericton 2018 event is presented by 

No One Is Illegal Fredericton, the Women\'s March Committee, the NB 

Immigrant Women\'s Association, Filipino-Canadian CommUNITY of New 

Brunswick and Women\'s Studies and Gender Studies at St. Thomas 

University. 

Sat, May 5 - Organizing for the World We Want: A day-long workshop on 

how to mobilize, strategize and organize at BMH 202, St. Thomas University. 

Lunch provided. RSVP to mayworksfredericton@gmail.com 

********************************************************** 

OUR EARTH 

The earth is an ancient place, understood using geological time 

markers. The Hadean Era refers to the time of the earth’s origin about 4.6 

billion years ago, when the earth coalesced from a cloud of dust and gas. It’s 

surface was made of molten rock and its atmosphere was primarily carbon 

dioxide. It wasn’t until the the Archaean Era, some 4 billion years ago, that 

the earth cooled and became atmospheric. Oceans and lakes formed over 

lava beds. During this Primitive hydrological phase, this landscape had water 

but no vegetation, and therefore no way to stop erosion or regulate drying 

rates. The earliest fossils record bacteria dating from 3.5 billion years ago. By 

the Protozoic Era, 2.6 billion years ago, small amounts of oxygen became 

introduced into the atmosphere through the life cycle of primitive sea 

organisms.  

Much shorter cycles begin with the Paleozoic Era about 5.41-2.52 

million years ago. Here begins the earth’s Greenwater phase some 4.5 

million years ago when early plant forms began to colonize. Decaying organic 

mailto:mayworksfredericton@gmail.com
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matter gave rise to early plants like the Cooksonia plant, whose root systems 

increased percolation, water storage and evapotranspiration. They increased 

oxygen rates and changed the biosphere to one that could support life.  

Mfossil cliffs in Nova Scotia, and dates to Carboniferous era of the 

Paleozoic period about 3.1 million years ago. Dinosaurs ruled the Mesozoic 

2.5 million years ago, and died off leaving the Cenozoic era to the mammals, 

about 6.6 million years ago. 

New evidence shows that Homo Sapiens began to  make an 

appearance about 300,000 years ago in Northern Africa during the late 

Cenozoic, Quaternary period. We modern humans live in an age known as 

the Holocene which dates back some 12,000 years ago to the last ice age. In 

2000, Nobel prize winning atmospheric chemist, Paul Crutzen, proposed that 

the Holocene be further subdivided to recognize the impact of humanity 

since the advent of industrialization in the 18th century. He proposed that 

we name this era the Anthropocene.  

  While it took 4 billion years of slow transformation to create human 

life, it has only taken us a few hundred years to threaten it. In our short time 

here, not only have we exploited our planet’s resources, and one another, 

we have caused the extinction of hundreds of plant and animal species. We 

continue to extract, manufacture, consume and discard at unsustainable 

rates, not only polluting our own planet, but also the space beyond. 

Currently, there are an estimated 500,000 pieces of space junk in an orbit 

around the earth. We have even been to the surface of Mars, taken pictures 

and left our junk there as well. We have changed our world so drastically 

that we are now facing a global crisis, and are ourselves on the brink of 

extinction.  

Marie Maltais 

************************************************************** 
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APRIL 24:  For folks interested in concerns about community and care for the 

earth, Joan Kuyek of Mining Watch Canada will be speaking in Stanley, Tues, April 24 at 

7 p.m. at the Cross Creek School and in Fredericton, Wed, April 25 at 7 p.m. at 

Conserver House, 180 St. John St. She will  share the results of her investigation of 

Hunter Dickinson Inc. (HDI), the company behind the Sisson mine proposed to be built 

in the Nashwaak watershed. The study raises concerns about long-term outcomes of 

HDI projects for investors, for communities, for governments and for the environment. 

Joan has many years of experience both in community economic development and in 

analysis of mine-affected communities in Canada and abroad.  She teaches at Carleton 

University and holds an Honorary Doctorate from Laurentian University. 

APRIL 29:  Greenwood Drive Baptist Church is pleased to announce that we will 

be holding a SPECIAL MUSIC EVENING on April 29th, at 7 p.m. at Greenwood Drive 

Baptist with special musical guests - Infinitely More. Come out and bring your friends to 

hear some of their original music, favorite hymns and uplifting stories. 

APRIL 30:   The AGM for the Fredericton Council for Christian Ministry on Campus 

will take place on Monday, April 30 at 12 noon in the Family Room of Brunswick Street 

Baptist Church.  As Wilmot United Church is a member of the council, all are welcome 

to attend. 

MAY 1:    WORLD LYME DAY:  The New Brunswick Lyme Disease Association Inc. 

– LymeNB is holding a gathering on the steps of the New Brunswick Legislature 

between 7:30 and 8:30 pm to mark World Lyme Day. Lyme disease is the fastest 

growing vector-borne disease in the world.  The population of blacklegged ticks, the 

primary vector for the transmission of this disease in New Brunswick, continues to 

multiply and expand, posing an ever increasing risk to human and animal health.  Please 

join us and support our efforts to raise awareness about this disease.  Invited guests, 

including David Coon of the Green Party, Dr. Vett Lloyd of Mount Allison,  Lyne 

Beaulieu, nurse/researcher, Université de Moncton, and and Dr. Jennifer Russell, Chief 

Medical Officer for the Province will be on hand to say a few words.   For more 

information, call Janet Higgins at 455-2298 or Carla Smith at 447-8720. 
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