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       WILMOT UNITED CHURCH  

                                December 23, 2018   

       ADVENT FOUR – LOVE     

                                          
 

 Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  Long before those of us who are settlers, and those 

of us who are descendants of settlers, came to this land, there were people here.  Many nations 

of people lived – and live – on the land we call Canada, given responsibility by the Creator to be 

stewards of this land and all that lives on it.  We know these people as First Nations.  Today, as 

we remember what it means to live thankfully, let us give thanks for the First Nations of this land 

- and let us remember that we worship God on the historic territory of the Wolastowqiyik.  As 

Christ’s people, let us be people of Love, of Truth, and of Reconciliation.  

 
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.  At the points marked * - those who 

are able are invited to stand.                                                             Presider: The Reverend Rose-Hannah Gaskin  

 

Prelude:            Celtic Christmas Overture                                        (Shackley)                 

Introit:                              Wait for the Lord                                           VU #22                                                             

                            Wait for the Lord, God’s day is near. 
               Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart! 

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship: 
Let every tongue give praise to God.  

Let us proclaim that God is with us, 

forgiving, liberating, and redeeming. 

Let us rejoice in our worship; 

let us be open to God’s leading. 

We will praise the God of love.                           
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*Opening Hymn:               O Ancient Love                                            VU #17 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath:   (three candles are lit) 

                                                                                                     (James Ravenscroft, Gathering 2018) 

In a few short days, we will rejoice in the birth of the Holy Child. 

Like children waiting for Christmas morning, we lie awake in our beds. 

Christmas is nearly upon us and God’s love will shine. Soon we will 

open the curtains to welcome the light of day.  Amen 
 (fourth candle is lit) 

*Hymn                      Hope Is a Star      (verse 4)                                          VU #7 

                 Love is a flame that burns in our heart, 

     Jesus has come and will never depart. 

     When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 

     The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

     and none shall be afraid. 

Opening Prayer: 

God of the new day, we rejoice that the time of celebration is near. As 

the time of our waiting draws to an end, let the flame of your love 

warm our hearts. Keep us focused on the reason for our joy and lead 

us to the places where the Christ would be born today. We pray in the 

name of the One who comes. Amen 

Storytime for the Young and Young at Heart                         Rev. E. Beairsto 

*Family Hymn:        Joy Is Now in Every Place                                     VU #45     

Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing: 

Holy God, we are in the time of preparing for Jesus to enter our lives 
and our world once more.  We give thanks for the voices of the 
prophets, which startle us out of complacency and help us to view the 
world and our lives as you see them.  We give you thanks for the 
stirrings of the Holy Spirit deep within, which nudge us to make changes 
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to our own lives and the life of this community, so we more fully 
embody Christ’s presence for the world. 

May this time of worship help to ready us for the Saviour’s advent.  In 
his name, we pray.  Amen. 

 Silent Prayer 

Assurance of God’s Faithful Love: 

It’s when we face for a moment 
the worst our kind can do, and shudder to know 
the taint in our own selves, that awe 
cracks the mind’s shell and enters the heart: 
not to a flower, not to a dolphin, 
to no innocent form 
but to this creature vainly sure 
it and no other is god-like, God 
(out of compassion for our ugly 
failure to evolve) entrusts, 
as guest, as brother, 
the Word.                                                                                         Denise Levertov 

Choral Anthem:            This Night                                                          (Sterling)   

LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:                                                            Steven MacKenzie 

Holy God, help us to give voice to the wonderful news: 

you, yourself are coming to dwell among us!  

Quicken our imaginations to find new and creative ways 

to proclaim Christ’s coming.  Amen.                                                                         

Scripture Reading:   Luke 1: 26-55 
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Congregational Response: 

One:    But as for me, I keep watch for the Lord; 

All:        I wait in hope for God my Saviour,  my God will hear me.  
                                                                                                                                 Micah 7:7 

Anthem:            Christmas Lullaby                                                 (Rutter) 

Reflection:                   Blessed Is She Who Believed               Rev. R-H Gaskin 

*Hymn:              Song of Mary                                                    VU #899 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Anthem:        He Is Born Now the Prince of Peace           (Purifoy)      

*Offertory Verse:                                                                                     VU #55 
  What can I give him, poor as I am 

 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
     If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
    Yet what can I give him – give my heart. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Prayers of the People 

*Closing Hymn:              Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                   VU #35  

*Benediction 

*Advent Amen                                                                                       (L. Caseley)

  

Postlude:                To Shepherds as They Watched by Night         (Le Begue)   

**************************************************************************** 
You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of the worship service. 
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Today’s bulletins are dedication in loving memory of Jonathan 
Young by grandparents Carol and Gordon Young and Florence 
Potts. 
 

WELCOME to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today.  
We're glad you're here!  You are invited to join us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall following the worship service.   Thank you 
to members of PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY for  hosting this time of fellowship. 
 
THANK YOU:   The Outreach committee would like to thank everyone who 

provided the delicious food and helped in any way at the special Christmas lunch 

last Sunday. We had a wonderful turnout following a very meaningful 

service.  Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas!  

 
CHURCH CALENDARS for 2019 are still available in the church office ($7).   

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2019 are available at entrance to church. If you are not 

currently using envelopes and would like a set, please contact Marlene in the 

office.   Information re PAR is also available from Marlene. 

INCIDENT REPORT FORMS -  In order to improve our risk management, an 
incident report form is available for anyone to use. They are available from the 
door supervisor and in the rack at the Carleton Street entrance. We would like to 
have a report on any incident- where a safety or health risk situation 
occurred.  This form is important for insurance purposes but will also act as a 
communication tool and means to gather information that could result in better 
risk management. We encourage you not to hesitate to complete this form even 
if  the incident didn’t turn out to be very serious.  Door Supervisors ( if they are 
on duty) will be responsible to either write up an incident or pass the form on to 
someone present during the incident. The form may be completed after the 
incident has been dealt with. M&P committee will be responsible to review the 
submitted form and pass  info on to the appropriate church committee/person 
for follow up.    



  6  

BAPTISM/ TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP:  We will be celebrating Baptism on 

January 13th, 2019.  If anyone is interested in baptism or in renewing their 

baptismal vows, or if  you would like to become a member at Wilmot or wish to 

transfer your membership to Wilmot, please speak with Rev. R-H Gaskin. 

REDEEMABLES:   With the Christmas season comes lots of company.  The youth 

ask that you save your redeemables and then give us a call (206-1943) for we do 

pick-ups.  Or just drop them off in Ellen’s office.  The Youth Fund helps support 

our activities throughout the year.  THANK YOU! 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Stewardship and Finance committee is looking for a volunteer 

treasurer. Jeff Beairsto will be stepping down after the 2019 AGM ending his two-

year term. 

The treasurer is responsible for: 

 overseeing the work of a bookkeeper and accountant; 
 preparing and presenting the annual budget at the AGM with help from 

stewards and committee chairs; 
 signing cheques, typically once or twice monthly; and  
 submitting the annual Charitable Tax Return to the Canada Revenue Agency 

with help from committees and the accountant; 

Jeff will continue to serve as a steward and provide guidance to the new 

treasurer. The stewards believe it is important to seek a new treasurer so that we 

can begin a pattern of short duration terms making the commitment less 

daunting for our pool of many qualified volunteers. Please contemplate sharing 

your time and talents with the congregation for a two-year term as treasurer.  

 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Services – 
4 pm – Children’s Service  
7 p.m. – Family Service  

11 p.m. – Communion Service 
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We Found Our Home 

 

  Our gifts for Mission & Service support community ministries across the 

country, including this one in North Bay, Ontario.  The Community 

Homeownership Action Group Project, also known as HOAP, extends its heartfelt 

gratitude to the people of the United Church for continued support through a 

Mission & Service-funded mission support grant. 

  We are currently working with our 13th family to become stable 

homeowners.  One family member shared with us this story:  “When I was a child 

we moved constantly, never in one house for more than two years.  Our son will 

have a solid home.  His room will be his room.  He will have roots that I never did.  

For me, having rented all my life, I have never felt at home in a place.  Now I do.” 

  Another family shared their story:  “When we found our home, we put in 

lots of hard work for renovations.  With the help of Project HOAP and some great 

volunteers, we completed the renovations and were able to move in by early 

spring.  We were worried about the house not being safe, but HOAP had lots of 

knowledge about what would be needed and took the time to explain everything 

to us.  The program helped us to purchase what we needed to complete the 

renovations... It was fantastic to see the outcome.” 

  Alisha Matheny, coordinator of Project HOAP, says,  “Families in our 

program are hard-working and motivated to accomplish the goal of 

homeownership; however, without our organization and the support we receive 

together from the United Church, the obstacles would be too great to overcome.  

It is a privilege to participate in a program that works alongside its participants to 

create meaningful change in their lives and our community.”  Mission & Service 

makes this possible. 

  If Mission & Service is already a regular part of your life, thank you so 

much!   If you have not given, you are encouraged to  make Mission & Service a 

regular part of your life of faith.  Loving our neighbour is at the heart of Mission & 

Service.  

     

 


