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Wilmot United Church 
December 24, 2018 

CHRISTMAS FAMILY SERVICE 

7:00 p.m. 

Gathering in God’s Name 

Organ Prelude:             Noel Etranger                                                      (Daquin)        

Welcome to our Church 

Call to Worship:                                                                                  Caroline Coon 

 It is Christmas Eve and the stars seem to shine brighter, 

  the words of the carols seem to be more personal, 

  the smiles on the faces seem to be more vibrant, 

  and the future seems to be more hopeful. 

 For on this night of nights we are alive with the Spirit of Christ  

  in our midst. 

 For this is the night for the whole world, for unto to us a Saviour   
 is born.    

Opening Prayer: 
On this night of nights, loving God, 

we gather to celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, 

born so long ago and still today, 

child of the universe, present among us. 

May we, in the things we do and say, 

continue to give birth to the presence of the living Christ 

 in our world today and always.   Amen. 

 Opening Hymn:   O Come, All Ye Faithful                                        VU #60
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Advent Wreath Candle Lighting:                                       Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

We have come to the end and the beginning of our journey – a journey the                 

       creation of the world and has led us to the manger in Bethlehem. 
   (Re-light the four Advent Candles) 

 
We have read Bible verses that have spoken to us of God’s faithfulness 

and of hope and dreams through the ages.  
 
God’s love has been shown in a most wonderful way: a child has been 
 born. We know him as Emmanuel – God with us; we know Him as 

Jesus– the fullest expression of God’s love for us. 
 
Tonight we light the Christ candle, the candle which represents Jesus. 

The light of Christ shines for all to see.   (White Candle is lit) 
 
Hymn:      A Candle is Burning (verse 5)                                      VU #6 
   We honour Messiah with Christ-candle’s flame, 

   our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim. 

   O come, all ye faithful, rejoice in this night,  

  as God comes along us, the Christian’s true light.            

Prayer: 
Generous God, you have given us a time of preparation to receive again 
your gift of love and joy and hope and healing. In the birth of the Child, 
Jesus, you have given new life to each of us. May we experience the 
presence of Emmanuel, God with us, this day, and always. Amen 
 

Storytime for the Young and Young at Heart    Rev. Ellen Beairsto 

*Hymn:  O Little Town of Bethlehem                                               VU #64 



  3  

Play:  “One Holy Night”                                   (Skit Guys Studios)

    Stuart, the Innkeeper – Jamie Heard 
     Patron – Sam Porter 
     Shepherd – Lily Porter 
     Reuben, the Wiseman – Matthew Messenger 

The Christmas Story:  Luke 2: 1-20                                  Will Luton 

Duet:  What Child is this?                              Rose & Madeline  Messenger 

Prayers of the People              Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

*Hymn:  Angels We Have Heard on High                                          VU #38 

Responding to the Word 

Offering Invitation  

Offertory Music:    Clarinet, Chimes, Guitar  
  In the Bleak Midwinter                                                          (Holst; arr. S. Peacock)  
   Guitar   Steven Peacock 
   Clarinet   Matthew Chase   
   Chimes           Madeline Messenger, Samantha Landry,  
                                              Rose Messenger, Amy Foster   

Offertory Verse                                                 VU #55 
   What can I give him, poor as I am 

  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
 Yet what can I give him – give my heart. 

Prayer of Dedication                  

Sending Forth in God’s Name 

Lighting of the Candles/Extinguishing the Sanctuary Lights 
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*Hymn:   Silent Night, Holy Night - page 6 of bulletin               VU #67 

*Commissioning and Benediction: 

As we go forth this night 

may the joy of the angels … sing in our voices 

may the hope of the shepherds … enliven our minds 

may the strong faith of Mary … strengthen our spirits 

and may the love of the Christ Child … shine in our hearts 

and may God’s blessing be upon you … this whole night and forever more … 

Amen.  

Postlude:    Christmas Postlude                                               (arr. Stickles) 

********************************************************************* 
You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of the worship service. 

********************************************************************* 

 
 The Staff of Wilmot United Church wishes you a warm and 

 heartfelt  “MERRY CHRISTMAS” 

 

Dec. 30:  A combined worship service at Wilmot United Church with our 
friends from St. Paul’s United at 11 a.m.    
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Luke 2: 1-20 

The Birth of Jesus 

 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 

of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 

he was descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were 

there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn 

son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn.    In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.   But the angel 

said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 

all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord.   This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.”   And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host, praising God and saying,   “Glory to God in the highest eaven,     and 

on earth peace among those whom he favors!”     When the angels had left them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”   So 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 

child;   and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
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Silent Night!  Holy Night!   

 

  1. Silent night!  Holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

  2. Silent night!  Holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight: 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 

Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is  

born. 

 

  3. Silent night!  Holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
   

 

 

 


