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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 
TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 

March 3, 2019  
 

 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  For thousands of years, Indigenous people have 

walked in this land; their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the Wolastowqiyik and acknowledge 

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.    At the points  

marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.                      Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

     THE GATHERING 

Prelude:              Hymn Prelude on ‘St. Columba’               (Milford) 

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship: 

Arise, shine!  Your light has come! 

Thanks be to God! 

In companionship with Jesus along the Way, 

we are transfigured. 

Hallelujah!  Amen! 

Bathed in the light of Christ, 

we yearn for ever-deeper connection: 

a communion rooted in love, 

braided together around the table, 

nourished by the wine of self-giving. 

Glory to God! 

Glory to God!    Gord Dunbar, Kincardine P.C., Kincardine, ON   

Lighting the Christ Candle: 

We see the candle here before us, nothing special, just a white column of 
wax with a wick in the centre. 
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It is only a candle, but  ... it is a candle. 

Think of the possibilities when a flame touches it: 

it is transfigured, it is transformed, it is radiant, 

it chases away shadows and darkness; 

by its light we become aware, 

we can read, we notice others, 

we can work for justice, we can discern a pathway. 

It is the same with our lives: 

we may think we are nothing special, 

but when we are touched by the Spirit of God, 

we are transformed from dull wax 

into a glowing beacon. 

We light this candle   

to remind us that the transfigured Christ 
is also the transforming Christ.                          Fern Gibbard, for Osoyoos U.C., Osoyoos, BC                                            

*Opening Hymn:                Jesus Shall Reign                                        VU #330 

Opening Prayer: 
Our God, 
We gather here today on Transfiguration Sunday. 
We waited through the days of Advent 
for the arrival of your child, Jesus. 
We celebrated the light of his coming throughout Epiphany. 
Three days from now, we mark ourselves with ashes  
as we enter into the season of Lent. 
But today, on this special Sunday, we pray 
That we may see Christ transfigured before us 
and that we will be transformed by your grace 
 to prepare us to follow Jesus through the days of Lent.  Amen.   
                                                                                                                               Fern Gibbard, for Osoyoos U.C., Osoyoos, BC                                            

Time for the Young and the Young at Heart                                    E. Beairsto  
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*Family Hymn:           Teach Me, God, to Wonder                                 VU #299 

Prayer of Confession: 

God of us all, 

we know that it is not your way 

to keep count of our trespasses, 

or to make a record of our failings and faults. 
Yet we have a need to bring this brokenness 
before you, laying it at your feet,  
in order to let it go. 
Hear the silent confession of each heart now 
as we surrender what is past 
into the mystery of your eternal now ... 
(silent confession) 

Words of Assurance:    
In Christ, God was reconciling the world to God! 
We are not only reconciled but freed, 
not only freed but loved, 
not only loved but renewed. 
For this and for all God’s goodness to us, 
Thanks be to God! 
                                                                              Kate Crawford, Huron Shores U.C., Grand Bend, ON  

*Hymn:  Fairest Lord Jesus                                           VU #341 

LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:                                                                  Cristin Aalders 

God of Mountains, God of Valleys, and God of the in between and the 

everyday, we come together today to hear your word for our lives. 

Please open our hearts and our whole selves as we embrace your 

unending love and compassion.   Amen. 
                                                                                  Kate Gregory, Belwood-Metz P.C., Belwood, ON                   
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Scripture Readings: 2 Kings 2: 1-12 

Second Reading: Mark 9: 2-9 

 Anthem:                          Come, Come Unto Me                                       (Dosso) 

Sermon:                              One Dazzling Moment                           Rev. R-H Gaskin                                            

*Hymn:             We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding                   VU #104 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements  

Invitation to the Offering:   

God is so good to us, sticking by us through thick and thin, of course we 

are moved to offer gifts in return. Our gifts, our lives, we place at the foot 

the cross, and dedicate them to God’s purposes. 

Offertory Music 

* Doxology:           VU #541 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures high and low; 

 give thanks to God in love made known: 

 Creator, Word and Spirit, One.         

Prayer of Dedication: 

This morning, 

as we come into the presence 

of a transfigured God, 

we pray that you will take 

our carefully doled-out money 

and the few hours that we have left over 

from doing other things 

and transform them and us 



  5  

into a life-long love affair with you, 

in which everything we have is insufficient 

to demonstrate our love to you. 

Accept our gifts, we pray.  Amen.                      Fern Gibbard, for Osoyoos U.C., Osoyoos, BC                                            

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

*Closing Hymn: Arise, Your Light Is Come                                VU #79 

* Commissioning:      

We are people blessed by God, for those who have seen the 
transfigured Christ are blessed in order to be a blessing in this world. 

We are transformed people. 
Walk in the light of the transfigured Christ as you leave this place, 

Taking the blessing and love of Christ out into the world. 
                                                                                                                               Fern Gibbard, for Osoyoos U.C., Osoyoos, BC                                            

* Benediction: 

May the road rise to meet you,  

may the wind be always at your back,  

may the sun shine warm upon your face,  

may the rains fall soft upon your fields,  

and until we meet again, 

may God hold you in the palm of his hand.                 

* Choral Amen                                                                                          VU #969 

Postlude:                       In Thee Is Joy                                                           (Bach)   

You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service 
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WELCOME  to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this morning.  

If you are new to our church, we have a 'Welcome to Wilmot' kit for you.   Please 

ask one of the ushers, for the blue folder.   We're glad you're here!    You are 

invited to COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall 

following the worship service.   Thank you to members of the Handbell and Senior 

Choir for hosting this time of fellowship.   Next week (March 10) members of the 

Quilters Group will host.  

 

BENEVOLENT OFFERING:  On the first Sunday of every month we collect a special 

Benevolent Offering.  This is used to provide food vouchers for those in need on 

Wednesday afternoons. 

 

The Lent issue of Words from Wilmot is available from our 

welcomers at the door this morning, and at Coffee and 

Conversation after worship.  Please pick up your copy, and 

consider taking copies for neighbours, friends or relatives 

whom you know are unable to get out to church, or would 

enjoy having a copy.  Large print copies are also available, and 

you will be able to access a copy in colour on the Wilmot website: 

www.wilmotuc.nb.ca.  Please encourage your friends and relative to check the 

Wilmot website for our newsletter and updates for all of our special activities 

during the Lent and Easter season. 

 

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical, 

emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot 

prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001).   

 

Congratulations to Rob and Alyssa Short on the birth of their son 

Bailey Gregory who was born in Toronto on Feb. 23rd.  Bailey is a 

little brother for Grace and a precious new grandson for Peter and 

Sue Short.  

 

 

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/
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STUDY FOR LENT:  We will be meeting on the four Saturdays in March, at noon to 
discuss  The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach About Jesus' Final Days in 
Jerusalem by Marcus J. Borg & John Dominic Crossan.  Of course you can also read 
the book and join the dialogue online.  Please contact Rose-Hannah if you are 
interested in participating.  

 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER! 

 Shrove Tuesday (March 5) is the day that Pancake 

Suppers will be held around the world. So mark the date and plan 

on joining us for a Delicious Pancake Supper (5:00 – 6:30). This has 

been successfully held many times here at Wilmot and so we once 

again look forward to hosting it. If you are able to lend a hand, give Judy Luton 

(459-1099) or Ellen (206-1943) a call. We can always use more volunteers. Free 

Will Offering. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY:  Please mark your calendar for  March 6th and plan to join us 

for our traditional Ash Wednesday service at 7 p.m.   Our friends from Forest Hill 

United will be joining us.  

 

WILMOT SENIORS:    Please come out for our next gathering on Tuesday, March 

19th at 1:30 p.m. in the parlour. Our special guest will be our very own Peter Curtis 

who be joining us to tell us all about his adventures climbing in the Alps!   As usual 

we will enjoy a lovely lunch, this month provided by Group 2.  See you there. 

 

WILMOT CLIMATE CHANGE LEARNING EVENT Saturday March 16th –  

Presentation and Facilitated Discussion 
Want to understand more about Climate Change?  Wondering how you can 
contribute to a response? Wilmot’s ‘Care for the Earth’ team is hosting Climate 
expert, Carl Duivenvoorden, to present to us on the science, the causes, and the 
solutions we already have to address this important issue.  There will also be a 
facilitated discussion following the presentation.  (The flyer provides more 
information on Carl’s background and his presentation.)  Plan to attend and bring 
your friends! 
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PLEASE TAKE NOTE of the new green Sign Up button at the bottom of Wilmot's 

home web page. Wilmot is using a web service called SignUp Genius to better 

manage the volunteer process for many of our weekly activities. This service 

makes participation and organization easier and more efficient for both volunteers 

and those responsible for the various activities. If you feel called to help out, 

please sign up on your own or speak with the person responsible for the activity. If 

you want to know more about how Wilmot uses SignUp Genius please talk with  

Craig Frame. 

 
MARCH 28:  The Universal Christ: another name for everything features keynote 
speakers Richard Rohr, John Dominic Crossan and Jacqui Lewis. The event will be 
live webcast March 28-31 at Marysville United Church, 351 Canada Street. 
Sessions: Thursday March 28, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.; Friday March 29, 2:15 - 9:00 p.m.; 
Saturday March 30, 11:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.; and Sunday March 3, 12 - 3:30 p.m.  
Cost is $30 for the event or $12.00 per session. The schedule can be found on the 
Facebook Page: Universal Christ: Fredericton. Register by sending your name, 
email, phone number to our email. Please note if you will be attending the whole 
event. If not, please indicate the sessions you will be present. 
universalchristfredericton@gmail.com  

mailto:universalchristfredericton@gmail.com
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

March 3 - 10  

TODAY:     

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  

Mon, Mar. 4: 

  6:30 p.m    LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC 

  6:45 p.m.  TOASTMASTERS CLUB – Board Room 

Tues, Mar. 5:   SHROVE TUESDAY 

  1:00 p.m.  OUT OF THE COLD DROP-IN CENTRE – Gym 

  5:00 p.m.  PANCAKE SUPPER 

  7:00 p.m. SPANISH CLASSES – Board Room  

Wed. Mar. 6:   

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTERS - Parlour    

12:30 p.m.  WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT  

  7:00 p.m.  ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE – Sanctuary 

  7:00 p.m.  PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - Parlour  

  7:00 p.m.  NA GROUP – Fireside Room 

Thurs. Mar.7:    

  9:30 a.m.  QUILTERS - Parlour  

  1:00 p.m.  OUT OF THE COLD DROP-IN CENTRE – Gym 

  6:30 p.m.  HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE   

  7:30 p.m.  CHOIR PRACTICE 

Sat. Mar. 9: 

12:00 p.m.  LENTEN STUDY - Parlour 

  6:00 p.m.  DROP-IN CENTRE  

Sun. Mar. 10:   LENT ONE/COMMUNION  

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  
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DEEPENING MINISTRY 

 

  Supervised ministry education is an intentional learning experience that 

enables people preparing for ministry to deepen their pastoral identity, reflect 

theologically, and enhance their ministry skills.  Mission & Service supports 

supervised ministry education by providing a grant to a learning site, like a 

congregation, for an eight-month placement. 

 

  The Rev. Maya Braithwaite recently completed a placement at Bloor 

Street United Church in Toronto, Ontario.  One of her goals was learning about 

social justice in a congregational context. 

 

  “Ministry is about relationships.  For me, it’s about collaborating with 

others and harnessing the creativity that God has gifted us, while letting it go and 

flow throughout the church.  While at Bloor Street, I had the opportunity to share 

in the healing work of storytelling that is often involved in social justice work.  I 

experienced what an Affirming church looks like and what an Affirming church 

does in its day-to-day functions and in worship.  I learned about protocol as we 

welcomes and began the work of supporting a Syrian refugee family.  I learned 

about conflict transformation as we grappled with ways of responding to the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission’s recommendations.  I also shared my love for 

contemplative prayer and a variety of spiritual practices.   We danced, journalled, 

meditated, and the children and I started learning about Godly Play … together.” 

 

  Your gifts to Mission & Service help support candidates as they prepare 

for ministry and are equipped for leadership in our church. 

 

  If Mission & Service is already a regular part of your life, thank you so 

much!  If you have not given, you are invited to make Mission & Service a regular 

part of your life of faith.  Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & 

Service.   
 


