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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 

January 6, 2019 

EPIPHANY  

 

  
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  Long before those of us who are settlers, and those 

of us who are descendants of settlers, came to this land, there were people here.  Many nations 

of people lived – and live – on the land we call Canada, given responsibility by the Creator to be 

stewards of this land and all that lives on it.  We know these people as First Nations.  Today, as 

we remember what it means to live thankfully, let us give thanks for the First Nations of this land 

- and let us remember that we worship God on the historic territory of the Wolastowqiyik.  As 

Christ’s people, let us be people of Love, of Truth, and of Reconciliation.  

 

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation. 

At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.  

Presider:   The Reverend Rose-Hannah Gaskin  

 
THE PEOPLE GATHER 

Organ Prelude:        How Brightly Shines the Morning Star          (Buxtehude) 

Welcome to the Church  

Call to Worship:  

The Magi came from many places, following a star.  

We come to worship, and the star sheds light on our lives. 

The Magi brought gifts to offer the Child. 

We too bring gifts—ourselves, our hopes, our dreams. 

Shepherds and Magi—the meek and the mighty— 

all were welcome in Bethlehem. 

We too come to Bethlehem  

and then return to our homes rejoicing.                              
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We Light the Christ Candle  

Opening Prayer:  

O God our Creator,  

in you alone are the riches of life. 

We come from the East and we come from the West 

knowing we follow, on our different roads, 

the same star to the same place. 

May we share what we know of its light, 

learn from each other the way to the stable, 

worship you, our only wealth, 

and serve the world with Gospel gold. 

We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.                 

* Opening  Hymn:             The First Nowell – verses 1,2 & 3                VU #91 

Story Time for the Young and Young at Heart  

* Family Hymn:                  Arise, Your Light Is Come                          VU #79      

Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing:  

Eternal Light shine in our hearts; 

Eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil; 

Eternal Power, be our support; 

Eternal Wisdom, scatter the shadows of our ignorance; 

Eternal Compassion,  have mercy on us; 

that with heart and mind  

and soul and strength we may seek your face, 

and be brought by your infinite mercy 

to the Holy Presence; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen.          

Silent  Prayer 
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Assurance of God’s Love     

* Hymn:                          Let There Be Light                                     VU #679 

LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:                                                                   Deb Bradbury  

O You who are the Light of the minds that know you,  

the Life of the hearts that love you,  

the Strength of the spirits that seek you; 

help us so to know you that we may truly love you, 

so to love you that we may fully serve you, 

in whose service is perfect freedom.                

Scripture:          Isaiah 60:1-6   

   Matthew 2: 1-12    

Anthem:            Nativity Carol                                                           (Rutter)  

Reflection:        Christ Be Our Light       Rev. R-H Gaskin 

* Hymn:              Christ, Be Our Light – see back of bulletin  

 RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements 

Invitation to The Offering 

Offertory Music 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion    

*Closing Hymn:      Will You Come and See the Light                        VU #96 

*Commissioning 
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*Benediction: 

Light of God to give us hope Power of God to protect us 

Light of God to give us joy Peace of God to calm us 

Light of God to give us faith Grace of God to save us 

This day and forevermore.                        

Choral Amen VU #969 

Postlude:                        Noel for Epiphany                                           (Chauvet) 

**************************************************************************** 

If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service. 

**************************************************************************** 
 

Carleton Street doors are closed now for the winter.  Please use 

the doors around the corner into the Dr. G.M. Young Hall.  
 

 

WELCOME  to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this 

morning.  If you are new to our church, we have a 'Welcome to Wilmot' kit for 

you.   Please ask one of the ushers at the back of the sanctuary, for the blue 

folder.  We're glad you're here!    You are invited to COFFEE & CONVERSATION in 

the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall following the worship service.  Thank you to 

members of the Ministry & Personnel Committee for hosting this time of 

fellowship.  

 

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical, 

emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the 

Wilmot prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001).   

 

BENEVOLENT OFFERING:  On the first Sunday of every month we collect a special 

Benevolent Offering.  This is used to provide food vouchers for those in need on 

Wednesday afternoons. 
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“NO SCENTS MAKES GOOD SENSE”   It has been our policy to ask that  

“Wilmoteers” be aware that scented products can cause allergic reactions in 

some of our members.  This can be triggered by perfume and aftershave, but also 

by certain “fresh-smelling” laundry products, soaps, and hair products.  Please 

pay attention to how you use them. 

WILMOT NEEDS MORE OCCASIONAL DOOR SUPERVISORS:  This position is open 
to everyone and hours may include occasional Sunday mornings, evenings or 
during event rentals.  Door Supervisors play a critical part in Wilmot's role as a 
welcoming community.  Communication skills and a welcoming personality are 
assets we consider very important.  All necessary training will be provided.  
Expressions of interest can be emailed to M&P Committee attention: Judy 
Coates, Chair of M&P Judycoates@rogers.com c.c. wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca or 
submit your name and contact info to Marlene in the church office. Someone 
from Ministry and Personnel will contact you to discuss this position.   

INCIDENT REPORT FORMS -  In order to improve our risk management, an 
incident report form is available for anyone to use. They are available from the 
door supervisor and in the rack at the Carleton Street entrance. We would like to 
have a report on any incident- where a safety or health risk situation 
occurred.  This form is important for insurance purposes but will also act as a 
communication tool and means to gather information that could result in better 
risk management. We encourage you not to hesitate to complete this form even 
if  the incident didn’t turn out to be very serious.  Door Supervisors ( if they are 
on duty) will be responsible to either write up an incident or pass the form on to 
someone present during the incident. The form may be completed after the 
incident has been dealt with. M&P committee will be responsible to review the 
submitted form and pass  info on to the appropriate church committee/person 
for follow up.     

CHURCH CALENDAR:  Need a calendar for 2019?  We still have some left in the 
church office. 

 

 

mailto:Judycoates@rogers.com
mailto:wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca
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GRIEFSHARE:  Beginning Thursday, Jan. 10, at 7:00 pm, in the Family Room, 

Brunswick Street Baptist Church is pleased to offer Grief Share, a 13-week video 

series by Christian experts on grief and recovery, combined with support group 

discussions for those who have experienced the loss of a loved one.  Please call 

458-8348 if you would like more information. 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER PLANNING MEETING:  The Women’s Inter-Church 

Council of Fredericton is having the World Day of Prayer Planning Meeting on 

Monday, Jan. 14, at 10 a.m. at Christ Church Parish Church, 245 Westmorland 

Street. The church is Wheelchair Accessible.  The 2019 World Day of Prayer 

service was written by the Women of Slovenia (part of former Yugoslavia). Any 

women of all denominations of faith are encourage to come to help plan for the 

World Day of Prayer which will be held on March 1,2019. On that day please join 

us with 170 countries worldwide as we pray for justice and peace. 

 

JAN. 18:  The Jim Axelrod Big LIttle Band, an uptempo jazz & blues trio featuring 
our own Steven Peacock on guitar, plays Misu's Chinese Restaurant, Brookside 
Mall, on Friday, Jan. 18, from 6  to 8 p.m.  Come enjoy classics made famous by 
Billie Holiday, Ray Charles, Dutch Mason, the Downchild Blues Band, and 
more.  Cover: $10 cash only, please. 
 

JAN. 19:   INTO HIS MARVELLOUS LIGHT - Morning Gate Church invites you to a 

women's retreat Saturday, Jan. 19 from  9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Come, bring a 

friend, as we learn from Sue Lambropolous about Turning Winters into 

Wonderlands.  Registration Forms are available – bulletin board downstairs or at 

www.morninggate.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.morninggate.ca/
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

Jan 6 – 13 

 

TODAY:    EPIPHANY 

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  

Mon, Jan. 7: 

  6:45 p.m.  TOASTMASTERS CLUB – Board Room 

  7:00 p.m.  SPANISH CLASSES - Parlour 

Tues, Jan. 8: 

  6:30 p.m.  MINISTRY & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Parlour 

  7:00 p.m.  MARTIAL ARTS - Gym 

Wed. Jan. 9:     

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP – Parlour 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

12:30 p.m.  WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT  

  2:00 p.m.     TRUSTEES - Parlour 

  7:00 p.m.  NA GROUP – Fireside Room 

Thurs. Jan. 10:  

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP – Parlour 

10:00 a.m.  PLANNING COMMITTEE – Fireside Room 

  1:00 p.m.  WRITERS GROUP - Parlour 

  6:30 p.m.  HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE   

  7:30 p.m.  CHOIR PRACTICE 

Sat. Jan. 12: 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

   6:00 p.m.  DROP-IN CENTRE  

Sun. Jan. 13:   BAPTISM/TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP 

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  
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SURPRISED BY JOY 

 

 Our gifts for Mission & Service support ministries to those living on the margins, 

like First United Church Community Ministry in East Vancouver, BC.  The 

community has become the epicentre of the converging crises of mental health, 

addiction, extreme poverty, homelessness, and marginalization.  The people who 

gather here for help are people who literally have nowhere else to go - they may 

have been rejected by other shelters, mental health supports, hospitals, or their 

own families. 

 

 They are among the most regulated and constricted members of our society, and 

yet as Executive Director the Rev. Dr. Carmen Lansdowne shares, “Every day 

since I started t First United there has been a moment where I’m surprised by 

joy: Watching two participants in our weekly Spirit Circle move through hostility 

to forgiveness.  Seeing the brother of a young woman who was murdered on the 

Pickton farm sweeping our steps because he knows the role our staff play in 

advocating for missing and murdered women in our community. 

 

 “When we shift our view of the notorious Downtown Eastside from the negative 

to the positive, we receive the joy of seeing growth and community, not just 

poverty, addiction, and despair.  I am filled with gratitude for the opportunity to 

serve this community, and I hope to be always surprised by joy in this place.” 

 

 If Mission & Service is already a regular part of your life, thank you so much!  If 

you have not given, you are invited to make Mission & Service a regular part of 

your life of faith.  

 

 


