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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 
April 7, 2019  

Lent Five  
 

 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  For thousands of years, Indigenous people have 

walked in this land; their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the Wolastowqiyik and acknowledge 

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.    At the points  

marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.                      Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

     THE GATHERING 

Prelude:              O God Unseen, Yet Ever Near                                           (Willan) 

Introit:   As the Sun with Longer Journey    (verse 1)              VU #111 

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship:  
In wondering, in affirming, we come to this service, 
and God welcomes us. 
As individuals, as a faith community, we come to this service, 
and God’s Word speaks to us. 
With rejoicing, with sorrow, we come to this service, 
and the risen Christ is eternal hope for us, 
as we worship and as we live. 
                                                         David Sparks, Okanagan Falls U.C., Okanagan Falls, BC    

Lenten Candle Liturgy: 
On this fifth Sunday of Lent, we move ever closer to Good Friday and  

Jesus’ suffering and death. Yet in the midst of the darkness of Lent,  

we hear words of hope for God will not abandon us even when we are  

close to despair. (Candle is extinguished) Let us pray: 
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Loving God, You call us from darkness and despair, to life and hope.   

Help us be open to the possibility of new life which can spring forth  

from the darkness of the old.   Amen.      

Opening Prayer: 

Most Holy God,  
we come to this holy place, 
in celebration and in sorrow. 
To this holy place, 
We come with praise and prayers. 
We come in crisis and in calm, 
knowing that we are the sheep of your pasture. 
knowing that in you alone, 
we live and move and have our being. 
We thank you for this sacred place, 
which is sustained by your holy presence. 
We thank you for devoted members, 
who choose to worship in this place, 
in ups and downs,  in change and unchange, 
in flood, in famine, in feast. 
We come to this holy place. 
We come to worship you, most Holy God.   Amen. 
                                                               Gail Corbett, Mark Street U.C., Peterborough, ON 

*Opening Hymn:       In Loving Partnership We Come                  VU #603 

Time for the Young and the Young at Heart                                    E. Beairsto 

Reception of a New Member:    Ndawona ‘Dennis’ Mwafulirwa 

                                                           from Calvary Family Church in Lilongwe, Malwai 

*Family Hymn:       The Church Is Wherever God's People          VU #579 
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LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Confession 

Assurance of God’s Love 

Prayer of Preparation                                                                                 Judy Luton   

Join with us, Living God, 
  As we meet around your Word 
  And reflect upon it. 
  Encourage us, inspire us!  Amen. 
                                                                                   David Sparks, Summerland, BC 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 43: 16-21 and John 12: 1-8 

Congregational Response: 
This is the witness of God’s people.    Thanks be to God. 

Anthem: At Home, Let There Be Love                         (Schram) 

Sermon: Boundless Love                                  Rev. R-H Gaskin  

*Hymn: Take My Life and Let It Be                          VU #506    

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music 

* Doxology:           VU #541 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures high and low; 

 give thanks to God in love made known: 

 Creator, Word and Spirit, One.       
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*Prayer of Dedication: 
Holy God – 

  you are life, and light, and grace. 
        We give you thanks, 
       and we offer you our lives in return. 
       Accept these gifts; 
       they represent our commitment to live as an Easter people. 
                                                                                  Frances Flook, Emo/Devlin P.C., Emo, ON             

Prayers of the People  

SENDING FORTH 

*Closing Hymn: O World of God                                          VU #258      

* Commissioning:     

And now let us go out into God’s world 
  To enter into the days of our new beginnings, 
  with confidence, 
  with trust, 
  with hope, 
  and with joy, 
  for God is with us 
  and within us, 
  this day and forevermore.           

* Sung Blessing                                                                            VU #963 

Postlude:  Toccatina                                       (Marsh) 

You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service 

 

BULLETINS:    “A friend remembered”   Today’s bulletins are 

sponsored by Bob and Sue Breen in memory of Jim Moase.    
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WELCOME  to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this morning.  

We're glad you're here!    You are invited to COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. 

G. M. Young Memorial Hall following the worship service.   Thank you to members 

of the Faith Formation Team for hosting this time of refreshments and fellowship.   

Next week (April 14) children and youth will host Coffee & Conversation. 

 

PRAYER CIRCLE AFTER WORSHIP:  Each Sunday in Lent, there will be a small circle 

of people gather for 5 or 10 minutes of prayers after worship in the front of the 

chancel on the left side.  All are welcome to join this circle. Prayers are silent or 

spoken, and very informal. Come participate in the powerful practice of prayer 

with others. 

 

SYMPATHY:   We extend our sincere condolences to the family and friends of the 

late Skyler Blackie who passed away on March 20 following a tragic accident while 

training as a firefighter in Waverly, NS.  Skyler was the son of Blaine and Cheryl 

Ann and the grandson of the late John & Gwen Blackie. 
 

COME JOIN IN DISCUSSIONS TO DEVELOP WILMOT’S RESPONSE TO CLIMATE 

CHANGE!  Following our stimulating March 16th Learning Event with presenter 

Carl Duivenvoorden, this is an opportunity to consider how we are called as the 

church to help address climate change.  Come to the parlour after church during 

Lent - April 7, 14th- from 12:15 to 12:50 to begin our discussions. We need voices 

from all ages – youth to seniors and in-between. There is time to reflect on what 

we value and time to consider our roles as individuals, as community within the 

walls, and as a citizen-community in the wider world.  Some material from March 

16th will be shared. Please join in, even if you are only free for one or two 

gatherings – bring your snack from coffee hour and come! 

 

BENEVOLENT OFFERING:  On the first Sunday of every month we collect a special 

Benevolent Offering.  This is used to provide food vouchers for those in need on 

Wednesday afternoons.  Envelopes are provided in this week’s bulletin. 

  

http://firefighter.in/
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COFFEE & CONVERSATION VOLUNTEERS:   Wilmot’s Committee structure has 
been very faithful at covering our Sunday’s Coffee and Conversation over the past 
few years and we say a BIG thank you!  It works well most times. However, there 
are times when we need a few extra hands. If you would like to volunteer from 
time to time, just let Marlene know or give me a call.  Thanks, Ellen (206-1943) 
 
CAN YOU HELP?  Two volunteers are needed to serve Easter Sunday communion 

in the balcony.   If you are available, please speak to Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin or 

Rev. Ellen Beairsto. 

 

On Easter Sunday, it is our tradition to express the Joy 

of Resurrection and honour the memory of family and 

friends  by decorating our sanctuary with flowers.  If 

you’d like to remember your loved ones in this way, 

please call or e-mail Marlene to include their names 

in the bulletin.   Lilies, plants or bouquets will be 

gratefully received at the church by Saturday morning before Easter by 10 a.m.  

After our Easter service, we hope you will take your floral gifts with you – to your 

home or perhaps, to bring a smile to another.  

 

HELP NEEDED:  We need two more communion servers for April 21st.  If you can 

help with this, please speak to Rev. Rose-Hannah or Rev. Ellen. 

USHERS, GREETERS, AND SCRIPTURE READERS -- As always, we are looking for 
new volunteers for the roles of usher, greeter, and scripture reader on Sunday 
mornings.  We are excited to tell you that you can now sign yourself up in 
advance, online, by using the Signup Genius website.  You can find a link to Signup 
Genius on the church's website.  By signing up online, you can do it at your 
convenience -- whether it's in your pjs, from the cottage, or from Cuba during the 
cold winter months!  Also, the website will generate a reminder e-mail so you 
won't forget to come and do your duty!  If, however, you'd rather still connect 
with someone about volunteering, please contact Derek Ness at 999-6554 or 
Derek.Ness@unb.ca.  - THANK YOU! 

mailto:Derek.Ness@unb.ca
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS – On April 17th at 2 p.m. we will worship at Thomas Hall, 

Shannex.  Join us in sharing our worship and song with residents there.  

 

Annual Rummage Sale at Wilmot is scheduled for April 26 and 

27th       As you are doing your spring cleaning remember that 

items you no longer need are welcomed by others.   Donations of spring/summer, 

good used clothing, books, toys, bedding, curtains, shoes, purses, etc. etc. will be 

welcome.   You may leave your donations on the stage in the gym. 

 

WILMOT FAMILY AND FRIENDS BOWLING 
Sunday April 28th - 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. @ Kingswood 
Entertainment Centre, 1700 Hanwell Rd.  Gather your friends 
and family and join Wilmot for a fun-filled afternoon of 
bowling and laughter.  If you plan to attend, please sign up at 
Coffee and Conversation or contact Derek Ness (999-6554 / 
Derek.Ness@unb.ca) or let Ellen know.  The cost is $5.00 and 
if you require transportation to attend, please let us know. 
 

 

We have heard and seen some information about the 

devastation of Cyclone Idai in Southern Africa, in the 

countries of Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi. We 

encourage members of the congregation to donate 

personally, if possible, to help address the needs of 

people affected by this terrible disaster.   For direct 

donations to help Mission & Service partners provide relief to those affected by 

Cyclone Idai, the on-line fund can be used.   

                                 https://www.united-church.ca/cyclone-idai  

If you prefer you can donate through the Wilmot Church office. Please mark 

clearly that your gift is for this special appeal. 

Our Outreach Committee has voted  to donate the proceeds of the March 17 

lunch (approximately $250) to this Special Mission & Service Appeal. 

 

 

mailto:Derek.Ness@unb.ca
https://www.united-church.ca/cyclone-idai
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Published on April 3, 2019 

The House of Commons passed the amendments to The United Church of Canada 
Act on April 2, 2019 by unanimous consent. Bill S-1003 contained the amendments 
to the church’s governing structure that were voted on at the 2015 General 
Council in Corner Brook, N.L. They were then confirmed by the majority of 
pastoral charges (congregations) and Presbyteries and enacted by the 2018 
General Council in Oshawa, Ont., marking the most significant change to the 
church’s structure since its founding in 1925. 

The amendments replaced the two middle courts of the church, Conference and 
presbytery, with a regional council model, made up of staff and volunteers to 
oversee ministers and pastoral charges (now called communities of faith). The 
Denominational Council is now the legal title for the General Council; however, we 
will continue to use the familiar name General Council. General Council has new 
financial responsibilities and will maintain the church’s broader relationships 
across the denomination—relationships with other faith groups and partners in 
Canada and around the world. 

APRIL 14 :  Candlelight Concert for Palm Sunday - The congregation of Brunswick 
Street Baptist Church invites you to join them for this worship concert being 
offered on Sunday, April 14 at 6:30 p.m.  Vocal soloists include Beth Snow, Giselle 
Tranquilla and David Steeves with instrumental soloists Scott Kennedy, violin and 
Susan Tingley Howey, flute in addition to music of the adult choir.  The offering 
from the concert is designated to support the work of the Fredericton Community 
Clinic.  A reception will follow. 
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FIGHTING HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

 

 Globally, human trafficking is the third largest organized crime after drugs 
and the arms trade.  Close to 80 percent of human trafficking across the world is 
related to sexual exploitation, but exploited labour, sale of human organs, and 
forced marriages are also linked to trafficking.  In Asia, India is considered the hub 
of this crime.  In India, the national government reports that a child goes missing 
every eight minutes. 

 West Bengal, close to the Bangladesh border, is a hotbed of trafficking.  
Mission & Service partner Church of North India, Durgapur Diocese, is tackling the 
issue with n anti-human-trafficking program.   The program educates communities 
and community leaders about trafficking, rescues those who have been trafficked, 
and provides safe haven and support for those rescued. 

 Japhet Ndhlovu, staff with The United Church of Canada, recently visited 
the project:  “Children, especially girls and young women I met, told me they were 
taken from their homes and sold in faraway places for sexual exploitation and to 
work as bonded labour by agents who lured their parents with promises of 
education, a better life, and money.  Instead, traffickers put children to work in 
brick kilns, carpentry units, as domestic servants, or beggars.  Some are victims of 
organ harvesting.” 

 Community volunteers are collaborating to fight this evil and to care for 
those rescued from trafficking.  Children and adults are provided with shelter, 
food, and education. 

 Mission & Service partner Church of North India is working to defend and 
protect the safety and dignity of all.  No one should be trafficked. 

  If Mission & Service is already a regular part of your life, thank you so 

much!  If you have not given, you are invited to make Mission & Service a regular 

part of your life of faith.  Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & 

Service.   
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

April 7 - 14  

TODAY:    LENT FIVE 

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION 

12:00 p.m.  CLIMATE CHANGE DISCUSSION - Parlour 

Mon, Apr. 8: 

  1:00 p.m.    U.C.W. – Parlour 

  6:45 p.m.  TOASTMASTERS CLUB – Board Room 

Tues, Apr. 9:    

  9:30 a.m.  VISIONING COMMITTEE – Board Room 

12:00 p.m.  WORSHIP COMMITTEE – Parlour 

  6:30 p.m.  PASTORAL HEALTH & CARE - Parlour 

Wed, Apr.10:   

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTERS – Parlour 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY    

12:30 p.m.  WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT  

  7:00 p.m.  NA GROUP – Fireside Room 

Thurs. Apr.11:    

  9:30 a.m.  QUILTERS - Parlour  

  1:00 p.m.  WRITERS GROUP - Parlour 

  6:30 p.m.  HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

  7:30 p.m.  CHOIR PRACTICE 

Sat. Apr. 13: 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

  6:00 p.m.  DROP-IN CENTRE  

Evening   CONCERT by the Choral Society - Sanctuary 

Sun. Apr. 14:   PALM/PASSION SUNDAY  

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  

12:00 p.m.  CLIMATE CHANGE DISCUSSION – Parlour 
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