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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 

September 8, 2019  

_______________________________________________________ 

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation. 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  For thousands of years, Indigenous people have 

walked in this land; their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the Wolastowqiyik and acknowledge 

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  

At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.  

Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

       
THE GATHERING 

Prelude:     Holy Spirit, Faithful Guide                                          (Hughes)  

Christ, My Lord, My Heart’s Delight                             (Bach) 

Call to Worship:  

One: On this September morning 

  We gather together with joy 

  and a song in our hearts. 

All: For it is indeed a gift to worship together this day. 

One:  United in worship, open to God's grace 

  Let us sing, pray and rejoice  

  In the spirit of Christ. 

All: Come, let us worship.  

Welcome to the Church                                  

We Light the Christ Candle 
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Opening Prayer:  

Deep in our hearts, O God, we know we are known by You. Every crevice 

of our past, every heartbeat of our present, is known and loved by You. 

Inscribe in us the desire to know You more fully, and in knowing You, 

may we live faithfully as Your people. This we ask in the name of Your 

Son who taught us to pray singing... 
 
The Lord’s Prayer VU #959 

* Opening Hymn:   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                          VU #333 

Storytime for the Young and the Young at Heart               Rev. E. Beairsto 

* Hymn:  Come In, Come In and Sit Down                        VU #395 

Connecting to Our Heart’s Longing: 

 You asked for my hands, that you might use them for your purpose. 

 I gave them for a moment,  

 then withdrew them for the work was hard. 

 You asked for my mouth, 

 to speak out against injustice. 

 I gave you a whisper, that I might not be accused. 

 You asked for my eyes, 

 to see the pain of poverty. 

 I closed them, for I did not want to see.     

 

 You asked for my life, that you might work through me. 

 I gave a small part, that I might not get too involved. 

 O God, forgive me for my calculated efforts to serve you 

 only when it is convenient for me to do so, 

 only in those places where it is safe to do so, 

 and only with those who make it easy to do so. 
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O God, forgive me, renew me, 

 send me out as a useable instrument, 

 that I might take seriously the meaning of your cross. 

Silent Prayer 

Assurance of God’s Love 

LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:  (Unison)                                                           Kathi Zwicker   

Eternal God, open our minds to hear your word, 

 our hearts to love your word, 

 and our lives to be obedient to your word, 

 through the power of your Spirit 

 and the name of Jesus Christ.    Amen.     

Scripture Reading:  Mark 7: 24-37    

Congregational Response: 

One:  This is the witness of God’s people.                      

All:   Thanks be to God!                          

Anthem:     A Prayer                                      (Althouse) 

Sermon:        The Possibilities in an Invitation                             Rev.  R-H Gaskin 

Time for Silent Reflection 

* Hymn:         Open My Eyes, That I May See                                   VU #371 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements                                                                          

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music   
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*Offertory Verse: 

 Grant us, God, the grace of giving, 

 with a spirit large and free, 

 that ourselves and all our living 

 we may offer faithfully.        

*Prayer of Dedication: 

 Caring God, 

 may we offer not only our material gifts, 

 but our whole selves to you 

 and to all those who need our support in the quest for justice. 

 We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Liberator.  Amen.        

Prayers of the People 

* Closing Hymn:   Deep in Our Hearts      MV #154 

*Commissioning  

* Benediction 

* Choral Amen                                                                                         VU #967 

Postlude:   American Hymn                             (Keller; arr. Wilson)  

****************************************************************************

If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service 

*************************************************************************** 

WELCOME to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this 

morning.  We're glad you're here!   You are invited to join us for special luncheon 

of hotdogs, etc. in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall immediately following this 

morning's service of worship.  Thank you to members of the U.C.W.  and 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE for hosting this time of fellowship and refreshments.  
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THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical, 

emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the 

Wilmot prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001). 

 

NEWS FROM THE UNITED CHURCH:  Record of Proceedings of the 43rd General 

Council is now available online  

 

EMPLOYMENT HOURS:    Randy works Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:30 

a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and 6 – 9 p.m.  Chantal and Marlene’s hours are: Tues – Friday 

office will be open 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (closed 12 – 1).    OCTOBER Office Hours will 

be:   Monday – Friday:   10:15 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. (lunch 1:15 – 1:45 p.m.)   

 

CANOEING / KAYAKING ADVENTURE:   Do you enjoy paddling your canoe or 

kayak? Next Sunday morning, Sept.15, a group of folks are going to once again 

head over to an island up river in our canoes and kayaks. What better place to 

sit and feel the sacredness all around us? It is not a difficult paddle. If you are 

interested let me know and we will add your name to our list. It is not necessary 

for you to own a canoe or a kayak, as we can help you out. (rain date – Sept 22) 

Ellen (206-1943)                            

 

PLEASE NOTE:    U.C.W. will meet the third Monday of September instead of the 

usual date.  Meeting will be on Monday, Sept. 16th at 1:00 p.m.     

       

SENIORS & RETIREES MEETING:   The Seniors and retirees extend an invitation 

to all interested people who would like to join them on Tuesday, September 17 

at 1:30 p.m. for a discussion on Wilmot’s possibilities in the years ahead. What 

brought you here?  What would you like to see in 10 years?  What is God calling 

us to be as we sit on the corner of Carleton and King Streets?  A team from the 

Visioning Committee, Sue Short and Lynn MacKinnon,  will lead the discussion 

and we would like to hear from everyone of all ages. If you have not had a 

chance to engage in this discussion, come along.  Barb Frame will be our host as 

we serve you a light lunch - this month provided by Group 2  (and a few more)  

This will be our first Seniors and Retirees gathering this fall. Hope to see you 

there.  Any questions, just give Ellen (206-1943) a call.                                                                                     
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DOORS OPEN FREDERICTON - On Sunday, September 22, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
approximately twenty-two Fredericton buildings will be open to the public for 
visits and tours. Wilmot Church has been invited to participate again this year. 
Two volunteers from the congregation would be appreciated to assist with the 
welcoming of visitors to the church sanctuary.  You don't have to be a tour guide 
– Matthew Chase will do that! Volunteer would serve as a greeter/monitor at 
the open Sanctuary door.   Please contact Shirley Cleave 459-
7743  scleave@nb.sympatico.ca if you are available and willing to assist for a 90-
minute shift that afternoon. Thank you for considering this. 

TRANSPORTATION TO CHURCH SERVICES: - DO YOU NEED A RIDE?  CAN YOU 
OFFER A RIDE?  

Many thanks to those Wilmot attendees who already assist individuals 
with rides.  The intent is to match drivers to  individuals who need a ride &  live 
in similar area/ neighbourhood.  

Rides provided to an individual may be provided by more than one driver- 
thus making this transportation service as convenient and flexible as needed. 

I would like to compile a list of volunteer drivers as well as a list of 
individuals who want transportation assistance.  At this time, we need drivers 
for the following areas: It would be good to have a list of volunteer drivers that 
cover the city – to be prepared for any request!  
Southside: Lian St/Bishop Drive, Ste. Anne’s Court (off Golf Club Rd); 
Northside – Murray Avenue; Sunset Drive; Brookside Dr. 

If you or someone you know needs a drive to church on Sundays, please let us 
know. If you are already giving someone a drive, thank you &  please continue, 
this more formal co-ordination is to help us be more intentional around 
transportation needs      
Contact     Judy Coates- 454-5631     judycoates@rogers.com 

DISCIPLESHIP TOURS;   Jan. 26 – Feb 6, 2020 – For information contact Rev. 
Marc Doiron at   mdc@nb.sympatico.ca  

 

 

 

mailto:scleave@nb.sympatico.ca
mailto:judycoates@rogers.com
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    THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

Sept. 8 – 15 

Today:   WELCOME SUNDAY 

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP and SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION 

Monday, Sept. 9: 

   6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS – Board Room 

Tuesday, Sept. 10:  

  6:30 p.m. FAITH FORMATION TEAM – Parlour 

 Wednesday, Sept. 11: 

   9:30 a.m. QUILTERS – Parlour 

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

 12:30 p.m. WEDNESDAY @ WILMOT – Gym 

  7:00 p.m. NA GROUP – Fireside Room  

Thursday, Sept. 12: 

   9:30 a.m. QUILTERS – Parlour 

   1:00 p.m. WRITERS GROUP – Parlour 

   6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

   7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE 

Saturday, Sept. 14: 

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

Sunday, Sept. 15:  

  9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP and SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
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WELCOME TO THE NEW STAFF MEMBERS 

 

Margaret MacDonald, started her employment  with the summer services in 
August at Wilmot. Margaret & her husband Brian, have been attending Wilmot 
worship services for a several months. She has played the organ in various 
churches over several years in both term and substitute agreements. She has 
her masters of music in Music Education from Western University and while 
doing her undergrad  degree at Mount Allison University, she took weekly organ 
lessons from Willis Noble. Margaret has worked with Steven in the past as a 
piano accompanist when Steven conducted a University Choir. Margaret has 
been part of the Fredericton music scene and thus knows several of our choir 
and other Wilmot members already. Welcome Margaret to our music ministry 
and staff team.  

 

Chantal Gagnon began her employment Sept 3 2019. She will work with 
Marlene to learn the various office responsibilities over the month of Sept as 
well as receive an orientation from several church leaders and ministers to the 
functions, programs, procedures etc at Wilmot. Chantal comes to us with 
employment experience as Administrative Assistant /Officer and Accounts 
Payable Clerk over 30 years.  Her more recent employment was with Science 
East & Association Heritage NB. Chantal’s professional skills and knowledge are 
well suited to handling the responsibilities of our Wilmot Office. Although the 
United Church environment and culture is new to Chantal, she is excited to learn 
and be part of the staff team by performing office responsibilities that support 
the functioning, staff/ lay leadership and mission of Wilmot UC. Chantal is very 
personable and friendly, she looks forward to meeting Wilmot staff and 
congregational members.  
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Sept. 13:  The Jim Axelrod Big LIttle Band, an uptempo jazz & blues trio featuring 

our own Steven Peacock on guitar, plays The Abbey Café and Gallery, 546 

Queen Street, on Friday, September 13, from 6 -  8 p.m. Come enjoy classics 

made famous by Billie Holiday, Ray Charles, Dutch Mason, the Downchild Blues 

Band, and more. Cover: $10 cash only, please.  

 

Sept. 17th:  DIVORCECARE – If you or someone you know is going through 

separation or divorce there is support and encouragement to be found at 

DIVORCECARE.  In this support group setting participants get to meet others 

who are experiencing similar challenges and be given helpful, practical tools to 

aid them in stabilizing and getting their feet back under them and having hope 

for the future.  DivorceCare is offered each Tuesday night, beginning September 

17, at 6:30 pm at Brunswick Street Baptist Church.  For more information email 

greg@bsbc.nb.ca OR call the office at 458-8348.  There is no fee for this 

program. 

Sept. 28th – Marysville United U.C.W. are having a SALAD PLATE TAKE OUT on 

Saturday, Sept. 28th.  Potato salad, turkey salad, coleslaw, tomatoes and 

cucumbers with apple crisp for dessert.  Cost: $10  Pick up at 1 p.m. 

  

 

mailto:greg@bsbc.nb.ca

