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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 

January 13, 2019 

The Baptism of the Lord  

 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  Long before those of us who are settlers, and those 

of us who are descendants of settlers, came to this land, there were people here.  Many nations 

of people lived – and live – on the land we call Canada, given responsibility by the Creator to be 

stewards of this land and all that lives on it.  We know these people as First Nations.  Today, as 

we remember what it means to live thankfully, let us give thanks for the First Nations of this land 

- and let us remember that we worship God on the historic territory of the Wolastowqiyik.  As 

Christ’s people, let us be people of Love, of Truth, and of Reconciliation.  

 

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation. 

At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.  

Presider:   The Reverend Rose-Hannah Gaskin  
THE PEOPLE GATHER 

Organ Prelude:              Song                                                               (Vierne) 

Greeting: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

The love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

Be with you all. 
And also with you.      

We Light the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship:  

John turned the world of the people of his time upside down; 

he called for a dramatic change and the people responded. 

Is his call coming to us and to our time? 
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To seek calm within the rush and struggle, 

to seek the spirit-life amongst the getting and spending, 

to seek the downtrodden and support them, 

  to seek compassion where there is hurting. 

Are you ready to go down into the waters of renewal? 

John is beckoning.  Let us worship.                          David Sparks, Summerland, BC 

Opening Prayer:  

God, where do I find myself when the Christmas angels disappear 

and no longer sing of peace and good will? 

When the shepherds go back to their flocks  

and the magi return to the east? 

Where do I find myself now, when the Christ Child  

has outgrown his manger bed? 

Jesus calls us to join him at the River Jordan, 

to be baptized with him and receive the Holy Spirit. 

May I find myself at the river, beside Jesus, today. 
Amen.                                                                               Fern Gibbard, Naramata, BC 

* Opening  Hymn:         Praise with Joy the World’s Creator          VU #312 

Story Time for the Young and Young at Heart                               E. Beairsto 

* Family Hymn:             What Does the Lord Require of You          VU #701  

Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing:       Isaiah 43: 1-7 – see back of bulletin 

Silent  Prayer 

* Hymn:                            I Have Called You by Your Name             MV #161                   
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LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:                                                                Sarah Glassford  

God of startling revelation, 

               open us to your message this day. 

               Get our attention; show us the way to abundant life 

               for all of creation.  Amen. 

Scripture:               Luke 3: 15 - 22 

Congregational Response: 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
  Thanks be to God!       

Anthem:                Hush! Somebody’s Callin’ My Name                    (Dennard) 

Reflection:            “Called to Follow in Community”       Rev. R-H Gaskin 

* Hymn:                   Called by Earth and Sky                                        MV #135                             

  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements 

Invitation to The Offering 

Offertory Music 

*Doxology:          VU #541 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

  praise God, all creatures high and low; 

  give thanks to God in love made known: 
  Creator, Word, and Spirit, One.    
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*Prayer of Dedication: 

Loving God, when Jesus was baptized, the Spirit came upon him as a 
dove.  We know that the Spirit is not a bird and that our offering is not 
just parchment paper or even money.  The dove is a metaphor for so 
much more than a bird, and our gifts are so much more than just cash.  
They have the power to enable compassion, inspire justice beyond us.. 
and even enlarge our living, as giving always does.  May our offerings 
give wings for flight to any who feel stuck, spirit to any who feel 
despondent, and hope to any who are despairing. 

In the name of Jesus.  Amen.                                          David Lander, Graton, ON                   

Reception of New Members: 

           Jean Goodwin from Knox Presbyterian Church in Harvey 

           Sandra and Ron Steeves from Scotchtown United Church in 
Scotchtown, NB 

Prayers of the People: 

Let us pray for the breaking in of God’s kingdom in our world today. 

Holy One, 

because Jesus has taught us to trust you in all things, 

we hold to his word and share his plea: 

     Your kingdom come, your will be done. 

Where nations budget for war, 

while Christ says, “Put up your sword”:  

     Your kingdom come, your will be done. 

Where countries waste food and covet fashion, 

while Christ says, “I was hungry ... I was thirsty ...”: 

     Your kingdom come, your will be done. 

Where powerful governments claim their policies are heaven 

blessed, while scripture states that God helps the powerless: 

     Your kingdom come, your will be done. 

Where Christians seek the kingdom in the shape of their own  

church, as if Christ had come to build and not to break barriers: 
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     Your kingdom come, your will be done. 

Where women who speak up for their dignity 

are treated with scorn or contempt: 

     Your kingdom come, your will be done. 

Where men try hard to be tough, 

because they’re afraid to be tender: 

      Your kingdom come, your will be done. 

Where we, obsessed with being adult, 

forget to become like children: 

     Your kingdom come, your will be done. 

Where our prayers falter, 

our faith weakens, our light grows dim: 

     Your kingdom come, your will be done. 

Where Jesus Christ calls us: 

     Your kingdom come, your will be done. 

Gracious God, you have declared that your kingdom is among us. 

Open our ears to hear it, our hands to serve it, our hearts to hold it. 

This we pray in Jesus’ name. 
     Amen. 

 *Closing Hymn:         How Firm a Foundation                                  VU #660 

*Commissioning: 

Go out as seekers after truth. 

Go out as bearers of light. 

Go out as tellers of good news: 

You are loved, you are blessed, you are free.          Robin Wardlaw, Toronto, ON                

*Benediction  

*Choral Amen VU #969 

Postlude:                    Hail the Day So Rich in Cheer                          (Pachelbel) 
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**************************************************************************** 

If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service. 

 

Carleton Street doors are closed now for the winter.  Please use 

the doors around the corner into the Dr. G.M. Young Hall.  
 

 

WELCOME  to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this 

morning.  We're glad you're here!    You are invited to COFFEE & CONVERSATION 

in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall following the worship service.  Thank you to 

members of the Faith Formation Team for hosting this time of fellowship.  

 

SYMPATHY:  Our love and condolences are extended to Debbie & Richard 

MacTavish and family on the recent death of Debbie’s father, Bill Ralph who 

passed away on Jan. 4th.    

 

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical, 

emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the 

Wilmot prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001).   
 

WILMOT SENIORS: Why don’t you join us this coming Tuesday, January 15th at 
1:30 p.m. in the parlour for a fun afternoon of Bingo! As usual, there will be great 
prizes and a delicious refreshment time which will be provided this month by 
Group 1.  All seniors and retirees are warmly welcomed! 
 
CHURCH OFFICE  will be closed on Thursday, Jan. 17th and Wednesday, Jan 23rd 
while Marlene enjoys her son who is visiting from Saskatchewan. 

CHURCH CALENDAR:  Need a calendar for 2019?  We still have some left in the 
church office. 

THANK YOU:  Randy and Marlene would like to say a heartfelt and sincere thank 
you to all the wonderful people at Wilmot who remembered them at Christmas 
with cards and gifts.   Your thoughtfulness is appreciated.      
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CHANGE OF EVENING FOR SPANISH SESSIONS:  Spanish sessions are now 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. upstairs in the Board Room.  New participants 
always welcome.  This winter session will be looking at the art of interviewing as 
a type of conversation.  For more information, contact Meca or Norman Laverty, 
455-3349. 
 
THE CUBA COMMITTEE will be holding a meeting on Sunday January 20th at 

12:30. The meeting will be held in the Fireside room. At this meeting we will be 

discussing current business of the Committee as well as reflecting on future 

projects and direction of the Committee. We would like to receive your input on 

any future projects that you feel the Committee could participate and develop. If 

you have an interest in the Cuba relationship or other international relationships, 

this could be a forum for you to investigate the opportunity. If you are not 

available for this meeting please provide a synopsis of your project to Greg Black 

or Norm Laverty and we will review it at the meeting. Please plan on attending 

this meeting and bringing forth your ideas, if you have any questions please 

contact Greg or Norm.  

 

Please be aware while walking and parking next to the Wilmot Church 

Sanctuary building that snow could potentially come off the roof. The 

snow could fall from the roof several days after a recent snowfall. 

Please do not park or walk adjacent to the Sanctuary during the winter 

season to avoid potential damage or injury.   If you are parking in the church 

parking lots please do not park over night during snow clearing operations. 

Parking in this area will affect the contractors ability to clear the parking lot of 

snow.  Cars that are parked in the parking lots that are not identified with Wilmot 

Church stickers may be towed. If you have any questions about this 

announcement please contact Greg Black.  

IS CHURCH CANCELLED?   Now that we are truly in winter, we need to be 

prepared for storms and the disruption they bring.   In the event of bad weather 

conditions in your neighbourhood, please make a safe and sensible decision so 

that you will be safe.  If you are wondering whether the worship service is 

cancelled, you can:      call the office and listen to the voice message,  

                        check our website   http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/  or Facebook page,  

              or  call Ellen 506-206-1943 , or Rose-Hannah 506-292-1680. 

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/
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WILMOT NEEDS MORE OCCASIONAL DOOR SUPERVISORS:  This position is open 
to everyone and hours may include occasional Sunday mornings, evenings or 
during event rentals.  Door Supervisors play a critical part in Wilmot's role as a 
welcoming community.  Communication skills and a welcoming personality are 
assets we consider very important.  All necessary training will be provided.  
Expressions of interest can be emailed to M&P Committee attention: Judy 
Coates, Chair of M&P Judycoates@rogers.com c.c. wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca or 
submit your name and contact info to Marlene in the church office. Someone 
from Ministry and Personnel will contact you to discuss this position.   
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER PLANNING MEETING:  The Women’s Inter-Church 

Council of Fredericton is having the World Day of Prayer Planning Meeting on 

Monday, Jan. 28, at 10 a.m. at Christ Church Parish Church, 245 Westmorland 

Street. The church is Wheelchair Accessible.  The 2019 World Day of Prayer 

service was written by the Women of Slovenia (part of former Yugoslavia). Any 

women of all denominations of faith are encourage to come to help plan for the 

World Day of Prayer which will be held on March 1, 2019. On that day please join 

us with 170 countries worldwide as we pray for justice and peace. 

 

JAN. 18:  The Jim Axelrod Big LIttle Band, an uptempo jazz & blues trio featuring 
our own Steven Peacock on guitar, plays Misu's Chinese Restaurant, Brookside 
Mall, on Friday, Jan. 18, from 6  to 8 p.m.  Come enjoy classics made famous by 
Billie Holiday, Ray Charles, Dutch Mason, the Downchild Blues Band, and 
more.  Cover: $10 cash only, please. 
 

JAN. 19:   INTO HIS MARVELLOUS LIGHT - Morning Gate Church invites you to a 

women's retreat Saturday, Jan. 19 from  9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Come, bring a 

friend, as we learn from Sue Lambropolous about Turning Winters into 

Wonderlands.  Registration Forms are available – bulletin board downstairs or at 

www.morninggate.ca    Please return your registration fee ASAP. Once 

Registration Forms are filled out, please drop them off at the Morning Gate 

Church office for safe keeping.    74 Morning Gate Drive, Fredericton, NB 

 
 

 

mailto:Judycoates@rogers.com
mailto:wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca
http://www.morninggate.ca/
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Multi-Faith Spaces for Students 

 

Our gifts for Mission & Service offer students an opportunity to gather for a meal 

in a multi-faith, safe space at places like the large Halifax campus of Dalhousie 

University in Nova Scotia.  If you visit Dalhousie’s Multifaith Centre on Monday 

night, you will be greeted with a free hot meal provided by United Church 

chaplain the Rev. Robyn-Hewitt, and so much more! 

 

In the midst of a large university campus, the Monday Night Meal creates n 

inviting and intimate space in which chaplains greet students from diverse 

backgrounds by name.  Even the food available (including vegetarian, halal, and 

kosher options) reflects an intentional effort to support respectful, intercultural 

and multi-faith community bonds.  As they share soup and conversation, 

students build trust with one another and the chaplains.  They share stories and 

opinions, including personal beliefs and spiritual perspectives. 

 

During special seasons on the inter-faith calendar, the Multifaith Centre student 

assistants occasionally take the lead, contributing food and related traditions that 

are essential to their faith.  At the Monday Night Meal, there’s an open table and 

a warm welcome! 

 

If Mission & Service is already a regular part of your life, thank you so much!  If 

you have not given, you are invited to make Mission & Service a regular part of 

your life of faith.  Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service.   

   

  



  10  

THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

Jan 13 - 20 

TODAY:     

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  

Mon, Jan. 14: 

  1:00 p.m.  U.C.W. - Parlour  

  6:45 p.m.  TOASTMASTERS CLUB – Board Room 

Tues, Jan. 15: 

  1:30 p.m.  SENIORS – Parlour 

  7:00 p.m. SPANISH CLASSES – Board Room – Please note new 

day of meeting 

   7:00 p.m. TRUSTEES and STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE  - Parlour  

Wed. Jan. 16:     

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP – Parlour 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

12:30 p.m.  WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT  

  6:30 p.m.     OUTREACH COMMITTEE – Board Room 

  7:00 p.m.  NA GROUP – Fireside Room 

Thurs. Jan. 17:   Church Office CLOSED 

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTING and FELLOWSHIP – Parlour 

10:00 a.m.  PLANNING COMMITTEE – Fireside Room 

  4:00 p.m.  SEEKERS GROUP - Parlour 

  6:30 p.m.  HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE   

  7:30 p.m.  CHOIR PRACTICE 

Sat. Jan. 19: 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

   6:00 p.m.  DROP-IN CENTRE  

Sun. Jan. 20:    

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  
 12:30 p.m.  CUBA COMMITTEE – Fireside Room.  All welcome. 



  11  

Isaiah 43: 1-7 

 

 

Restoration and Protection Promised 

 

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O 

Israel:   Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 

mine.   When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 

rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be 

burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  For I am the Lord your God, the 

Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom,  Ethiopia and Seba in 

exchange for you.   Because you are precious in my sight,  and honored, and I 

love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.  Do not 

fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east,  and from the 

west I will gather you;  I will say to the north, “Give them up,”   and to the south, 

“Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away  and my daughters from the end 

of the earth - everyone who is called by my name,  whom I created for my glory, 

whom I formed and made.” 


