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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 
February 17, 2019  

6th Sunday After Epiphany 
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  For thousands of years, Indigenous people have 

walked in this land; their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the Wolastowqiyik and acknowledge 

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.    At the points  

marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.                      Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

     THE GATHERING 

Prelude:                     Verse for a Procession                                                  (Dubois) 

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship: 

It’s only a small light, I have 

only enough to shine a short distance 

but it is enough to light a path 

from hand to heart 

from seeing to speaking 

from confusion to prayer.         

It’s only a small light, you have 

only enough to shine a short distance 

but it is enough to light a path 

from fear to hope 

from noise to stillness 

from enemy to friend.   

It’s only a small light, we have 

only enough to shine a short distance 

but it is enough to remind us 

there is no distance 
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from God to us. 

We will not hide it.  Amen.       

Come let us worship. 

We Light the Christ Candle 

Opening Prayer: 
God, you touch our lives with mystery and hope.  

We come to this place today,  

ready to see your power working through us.  

Help us to be open to your Word,  

and to answer your call among us. 

In the name of Jesus.  Amen.        

* Opening Hymn:         Now Thank We All Our God                           VU #236                                                                               

Storytime for the Young and the Young at Heart                           E. Beairsto  

*Family Hymn:              The Lord’s Prayer                                                VU #959 

Listening to our Heart’s Longing:          Jeremiah 17 
7 Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 

    whose trust is the LORD. 
8 They shall be like a tree planted by water, 

    sending out its roots by the stream. 

It shall not fear when heat comes, 

    and its leaves shall stay green; 

in the year of drought it is not anxious, 

    and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

Silent Reflection 

Assurance of God’s Love 

* Hymn:                         Spirit of the Living God                                   VU #376 
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LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:    (Unison) Nancy Gilbert 

O God, your Word is a lamp to our feet,  

and a light to our path. 

Give us grace to receive your truth  

in faith and love. Amen.                           

Scripture Readings:  Matthew 5: 1-12 
     Micah 6: 6-8 

 Congregational Response: 
One: This is the witness of God’s people.                      

All:  Thanks be to God!                          

Anthem:        Blessed Are the Eyes That See                                  (Catherwood)                                                                                    

Sermon:         Directions for Discipleship                                   Rev. R-H Gaskin 

Time for Silent Reflection 

* Hymn:          Come Touch Our Hearts                                                  MV #12    

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements  

Invitation to The Offering  

Offertory Music 

* Doxology:           VU #541 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures high and low; 

 give thanks to God in love made known: 

 Creator, Word and Spirit, One.         
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Prayer of Dedication: 

O God, to those who have hunger, give bread,  

and to those who have bread, give the hunger for justice. 
Latin America              

Prayers of The People:   

For every breath we take, for every beat of our hearts,  

for every sensation of our bodies:  

we give you thanks, O God. 

For the ear that listens, for the hand that caresses,  

for the arms that reach out in love: 

we give you thanks, O God. 

For relief from pain, for the tears of shared sorrow,  

for the laughter of shared joy: 

we give you thanks, O God. 

For the freedom to choose, for the ability to love,  

for the power of hope: 

we give you thanks, O God. 

For the presence you reveal to us,  

for the courage you offer us,  

for the rest you assure us will be ours: 

we give you thanks, O God. 

In the silence following each petition,  

let us offer our prayers of intercession and concern  

for all those in need:   

Let us remember those who suffer from illness,  

from the pain of memory,  

from torture, from victimization,  

especially those hurt by the church or its members . . . . 

Let us pray for those who are outcast,  
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or in prison, or oppressed . . . . 

Let us pray for those who are hungry, or homeless, or poor,  

and those who are unemployed, or exploited . . . .  

Let us pray for the coming of justice in the world,  

offering what we have and receiving what we need  

of the earth’s beauty . . . . 

Let us pray for peace that is a just reconciliation . . . . 

Let us pray for the earth on which we walk  

and to which we will one day return . . . . 

And let us offer our own petitions,  

trusting in God’s wisdom and compassion . . . . 

God hears the prayers of the faithful,  

and in God’s arms we find safe harbour and understanding.    Amen.                                          

*Closing Hymn: Go Forth for God                                             VU #418  

*Commissioning and Benediction 

*Choral Amen VU #969 

Postlude:            Crown Him with Many Crowns                            (Held)              
***************************************************************************** 

If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service 

 

WELCOME  to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this morning.  

We're glad you're here!    You are invited to in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall 

following the worship service.  Thank you to members of the Pastoral Care & 

Health Committee for hosting this time of fellowship.  Next week (Feb. 24) 

members of the U.C.W. will host.  
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NOTICE OF A DEATH:  We are saddened to announce the death of Karen Holmes 

(Jeff) who passed away on Feb. 10th in Calgary.  Karen was the daughter-in-law of 

Helen Dykeman and Gabe Gibson, sister-in-law of Kim and Brent Anderson and 

aunt of Claire and Neil Anderson. 

 

The Lent 2019 issue of Words from Wilmot is being prepared, and 

those who would like to submit articles or notices are asked to 

send them to Rick Patterson pattersonarichard@gmail.com by 

tomorrow, Monday, Feb. 18.  If you cannot complete your article 

or information by Monday, please let Rick or Lucille 

lcaseley@caseley.net know that you would like space and we will hold room for 

your contribution.  The Lent issue will include items from March to June, when the 

Summer issue will be prepared.  Your notices, photos and articles are important to 

us! 

 

VISIONING PROJECT:  At our Annual Meeting last year, we authorized the Trustees 

to Engage Heritage Standing Inc., an engineering firm that specializes in historic 

buildings, to develop a Master Plan that would outline the repairs that are needed 

in our buildings and the estimated costs over a 10-year period.  The report was 

received in the fall and included an estimated cost of $1.3M.  The Church Council 

recognized that this would be a significant financial investment and decided this 

was a good opportunity for the congregation to reflect on ‘who we are, where we 

want to go, and how we might get there’.   To ensure that such a review would be 

comprehensive and inclusive, it was suggested that an outside consultant with 

experience in working with congregations be hired to facilitate a visioning process.  

Everyone is encouraged to participate over the coming months.  A committee 

consisting of Craig Frame, Anne Marie Atkinson, Blaine Atkinson and Shirley 

Cleave was asked to draft a request for proposals and identify potential 

consultants.  The work of the Committee will be presented at the Annual Meeting 

on February 24 for discussion and approval to proceed.  If you have questions 

before the meeting, please feel free to speak with one of the committee 

members. 

 

 

mailto:pattersonarichard@gmail.com
mailto:lcaseley@caseley.net
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CAN YOU HELP?  Over the last few weeks, several people have offered to share 

their time and talents to help Wilmot carry out our ministry and mission.  

However, there are still a number of positions listed below to be filled.   

Church Council – secretary 

Affirming Diversity - 2 – 4 members (see below) 

Finance & Property (Replacing Stewards and Trustees) 1 - 2 members 

Hospitality – 2 - 3 members + Special Event Convenors 

Ministry & Personnel – 2 members and 1 or 2 to shadow payroll functions 

Outreach – new members welcome 

Representatives to Regional Council (replacing Presbyters) – 1 representative 

Wilmot Seniors – 2 convenors 

Wilmot Information Team – 3 members 

Worship –2 members 

If you would like more information or are interested in volunteering, please 

contact a member of the Nominating Committee, Shirley Cleave 

(scleave@nb.sympatico.ca) or Derek Ness Derek.Ness@unb.ca or speak to one of 

the ministers.  The Nominating Committee will help match volunteer gifts with 

committee needs.  Thanks for helping Wilmot to build strong committees to do 

their important work. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: Wilmot will be holding its AGM 

on Feb 24. As has been our custom, we will have lunch 

beforehand. In order to prepare for the luncheon, we are 

asking our congregation to provide sandwiches, sweets, etc. 

We ask the people whose last names are from A to M -please bring sandwiches. As 

well, if you are bringing sandwiches that are gluten-free, please mark this for 

us.  Those whose names are from O – P please provide cheese or pickle trays;  Q to 

Z, please bring sweetbreads, squares or cookies (no nuts please). Thank you. 

Volunteers to help with the luncheon are much appreciated. Special thanks to the 

UCW for their support 

 

THE OBSERVER:  Subscriptions are due - March 1st.   $25 per year.   If paying by 

cheque, please make cheque payable to Wilmot United Church.  Thank you. 

mailto:scleave@nb.sympatico.ca
mailto:Derek.Ness@unb.ca
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WILMOT SENIORS: Please join us for our mid winter potluck luncheon on Tuesday, 

Feb. 19th at 12 noon in the parlour. We are looking forward to welcoming singer 

Susan Kennific and Carolyn Holyoke on piano and accordion to perform for us 

after our lunch.  What better way to rid ourselves of the winter blahs than over a 

delicious meal with friends and musical entertainment afterwards. All seniors and 

retirees are warmly welcomed. 

 

POTLUCK  RAINBOW BRUNCH:  Saturday, Feb. 23 from 10 – 12 noon in the 

parlour.  The Rainbow Brunch is an opportunity for LGBTQ2+ individuals, and our 

friends and allies, to share a meal in a safe and welcoming space.  We’ll have the 

coffee on for 10:00 and sit down for the meal together at 10:30.   For more 

information, or to request a drive, feel free to contact Maureen Toner (457-2954) 

or Deb Bradbury  (206-2948). 

 

WILMOT SLEIGH RIDE @ OAKLAND FARMS: We are welcoming back a favourite 
winter activity - the Wilmot Sleigh Ride -- the event will be at 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
Feb 23rd at Oakland Farms in New Maryland, lasting approximately one 
hour.  Please plan to arrive 15 minutes early.  Maximum participation is 40 
adults.  Please contact Derek Ness or Ellen Beairsto to sign up (we are already 
almost half full, so don't wait!)  The cost is $7 for adults and $5 for children under 
12 -- payment is EXACT CASH ONLY to Oakland Farms at the event.  **Please note: 
No washroom facilities are available on site as the lodge is booked by another 
group.  If transportation is an issue, please let us know and we will do our best to 
arrange carpooling. 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER! 

 Shrove Tuesday (March 5) is the day that Pancake 

Suppers will be held around the world. So mark the date and 

plan on joining us for a Delicious Pancake Supper (5:00 – 

6:30). This has been successfully held many times here at 

Wilmot and so we once again look forward to hosting it. If 

you are able to lend a hand, give Judy Luton (459-1099) or Ellen (206-1943) a call. 

We can always use more volunteers. Free Will Offering. 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://7/
x-apple-data-detectors://7/
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“GIVE IT UP FOR THE EARTH” LENTEN PLANNING   Please bring your environment-
saving ideas to our Care for the Earth with Love display at coffee hour today and in 
coming weeks, as we enter Lenten season. (The blue bulletin insert from Feb.10th has a 

form, or use format of your choice.) 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE of the new green Sign Up button at the bottom of Wilmot's 

home web page. Wilmot is using a web service called SignUp Genius to better 

manage the volunteer process for many of our weekly activities. This service 

makes participation and organization easier and more efficient for both volunteers 

and those responsible for the various activities. If you feel called to help out, 

please sign up on your own or speak with the person responsible for the activity. If 

you want to know more about how Wilmot uses SignUp Genius please talk with 

Craig Frame. 

 

OUT OF THE COLD DROP-IN:  We are starting an afternoon drop-in for the folks 

from Bishop's House.  This winter has been quite severe and there are fewer 

places where these folks are welcome to come in out of the cold.  We will offer a 

place for them to come in to get warm, have a hot beverage and a light snack.  It 

will be open Monday through Thursday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  Brunswick Street 

Baptist Church will be the drop-in location for Mondays.  Wednesdays will be 

covered by our Wednesday at Wilmot program.  Christ Central Church has a drop-

in two Tuesdays in February and March.  So we are looking for volunteers to assist 

on the remaining 12 days before Bishop's House closes on March 31st. Volunteers 

are needed for:  March 5, 7, 12, 14, 19, 21, 26, and 28.    We need teams of three - 

a team leader, a door person and a floater.  We will serve coffee, tea, some sweets 

and fruit.  All supplies will be provided.  Randy will make the coffee ahead of time 

and set up the tables.  All the team will need to do is set out the cups, condiments 

and snacks, maintain the coffee, cream, sugar etc., mingle with the clients and 

clean up at the end.  We will provide board games, cards and adult coloring books 

for the clients to pass the time.  If you are interested in volunteering a few shifts 

we could really use your help.  A signup sheet will  be available at Coffee & 

Conversation.  Please contact Rita Roach at reetie2012@gmail.com or call 260-

6067.    Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

mailto:reetie2012@gmail.com
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TRIP TO CUBA:The Cuba committee is developing a plan to coordinate a youth trip 
to Cuba in late August 2019. This opportunity will allow Canadian youth to 
interrelate with Cuban youth on issues that are of mutual interest. University aged 
+/- youth are invited to let Greg Black know of their interest in planning and 
participating in this event. Would you please advise Greg of your interest in this 
event before  Feb 20.   Please contact Greg or Norm Laverty if you have any 
questions.  
 

STUDY FOR LENT:  Since Lent is coming up quickly, with Ash Wednesday on March 
6th, I wanted to announce the book we will be using so you can purchase it. 
The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach About Jesus' Final Days in 

Jerusalem by Marcus J. Borg & John Dominic Crossan.   We will be meeting on the 

4 Saturdays in March, Saturdays at noon.  Of course you can also read the book 

and join the dialogue online. 

 

THE AFFIRMING DIVERSITY COMMITTEE was created by Council to affirm our 

diversity at Wilmot in all its dimensions.  Our initial work was in facilitating our 

discernment, as a congregation, around the affirmation of people of all sexual 

orientations and gender identities.   During that process, we added a bold 

statement to our Vision Statement.  We are now looking at how we as a 

congregation might continue our work of broadening our understanding of 

welcome.  Fresh perspectives and new energy are always welcome. 
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MOUNT ALLISON UNIVERSITY SHARP SCHOLARSHIP:  This scholarship was 

established by Herbert S. Sharp, Class of 1890, and is awarded to a student born in 

NB, NS or PEI, who is Protestant, who is a non-smoker, and who has demonstrated 

financial need.  Preference given to members of the United Church of Canada and 

to applicants from PEI. 

How to Apply:  Submit an online admissions application to MtA and specify that 

you are a member of the United Church of Canada within Section IV Scholarship 

Donor Criteria located on the Entrance Scholarship tab of the online application.  

(mts,ca/apply).  Submit the following supporting documents: Entrance Bursary 

Appllicatrion (available online within Connect@MtA once admitted) and one letter 

of reference from a minister.  Value:  $8,000 ($2,000 per year – renewable upon 

maintaining 3.3 GPA on full course load)  Deadline: An admission application and 

all supporting documents must be received by  March 1st.   Information:   

mta.ca/apply/,money_matters/scholarships.html  

financialaid@mta.ca                 1-506-364-2258 

 

IS CHURCH CANCELLED?   Now that we are truly in winter, we need to be 

prepared for storms and the disruption they bring.   In the event of bad weather 

conditions in your neighbourhood, please make a safe and sensible decision so 

that you will be safe.  If you are wondering whether the worship service is 

cancelled, you can:      call the office and listen to the voice message,    check our 

website   http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/  or Facebook page,  

              or  call Ellen 506-206-1943 , or Rose-Hannah 506-292-1680 

 
PLEASE BE AWARE while walking and parking next to the Wilmot Church 

Sanctuary building that snow could potentially come off the roof. The snow could 

fall from the roof several days after a recent snowfall. Please do not park or walk 

adjacent to the Sanctuary during the winter season to avoid potential damage or 

injury.   If you are parking in the church parking lots please do not park overnight 

during snow clearing operations. Parking in this area will affect the contractors 

ability to clear the parking lot of snow.  Cars that are parked in the parking lots 

that are not identified with Wilmot Church stickers may be towed. If you have any 

questions about this announcement please contact Greg Black.  

 

mailto:financialaid@mta.ca
http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE:  The Women’s Inter-Church Council is having 

the World Day of Prayer Services for 2019 in the Fredericton Areas. The World Day 

of Prayers is being prepared by the Women of Slovenia. The Theme is “Come-

Everything is Ready!”  All are welcome. 

 

Northside / Marysville: Nashwaaksis Baptist Church, 104 Edgewood Drive, 

Fredericton, on Saturday, March 2, at 2 p.m.  Storm Date:  Sunday, March 3, at 2 

p.m. Rehearsal Date: Friday, Feb.  22, at 7 p.m. It is Wheelchair Accessible. 

Forest Hill/Lincoln: St. Margaret’s Anglican Church, 775 Forest Hill Road, 

Fredericton on Sunday, March 3, at 2 p.m.   No Storm Date. Rehearsal date: 

Monday, February 25, at 10 a.m.  

Hanwell/New Maryland:  St. James Presbyterian Church, on Sunday, March 3, at 7 

p.m. Storm date: Friday, March 8, at 7 p.m. No Rehearsal. 

Southside: Christ Church Cathedral,115 Church Street, Fredericton on Sunday, 

March 3,  at 2 p.m.  Rehearsal Date, Thursday, Feb. 28, at 2p.m.  Storm Date: 

Sunday, March 10,at 2 p.m. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED:  Gallery 78 presents the opportunity to buy beautiful vessels 

for ashes, made with love and care by top New Brunswick ceramist, Karen Burk. In 

her words: “In the making and decorating of these unique handcrafted cremation 

urns, I want to celebrate the beauty of the life they embrace. I want them to sing a 

sweet, grace-full and dignified song of remembrance.” View the collection at 796 

Queen St. or at gallery78.com or call 454-5192 for more information. 

 

FEBRUARY 22: The Jim Axelrod Big LIttle Band, an uptempo jazz & blues trio 
featuring our own Steven Peacock on guitar, plays Misu's Chinese Restaurant, 
Brookside Mall, on Friday, February 22, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.  Come enjoy classics 
made famous by Billie Holiday, Ray Charles, Dutch Mason, the Downchild Blues 
Band, and more.  Cover: $10 cash only, please.  Reservations recommended: 457-
5800. 
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IRIDESCE: THE LIVING APOLOGY PROJECT 

 

 Our gifts to Mission & Service support the work of Iridesce: The Living 

Apology Project.  This project was created to encourage storytelling around the 

1988 decisions to welcome gay, lesbian and bisexual people into full membership 

and ministry in the United Church – a welcome that was expanded to include 

people of all sexual orientations and gender identities in 2009. 

 Iridesce has brought stories of challenge, conflict, and lament to light.  

One participant wrote,  “The battles of 1988 left behind one legacy that I think has 

not served us well, a legacy of fearfulness of conflict.” 

For many, of course, the decision was a celebration and continues to 

empower communities to draw the circle wide and wider still.  “We are all 

stronger when given unapologetic, radical love,” wrote Catherine. 

Dani shared,  “I am a trans non-binary person … I wasn’t expecting to be 

so openly accepted, and it fills my heart to know that I can love God and be proud 

of my gender identity.” 

Morgan, who grew up in the post-1988 church, wrote,  “It is my hope that 

the church will not simply take for granted its policy … that we will recognize how 

far we are from embodying that policy and how much farther we are from 

assimilating it into the earth-shattering welcome of the people of God.” 

We give thanks for the gifts of Iridesce: The Living Apology Project. 

If Mission & Service is already a regular part of your life, thank you so 

much!  If you have not given, you are invited to make Mission & Service a regular 

part of your life of faith.  Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & 

Service.   
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

Feb. 17 - 24 

TODAY:     

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  

Mon, Feb. 18: 

  6:30 p.m.  LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC – various rooms 

   6:45 p.m.  TOASTMASTERS CLUB – Board Room 

Tues, Feb. 19: 

12:00 p.m.  SENIORS POT LUCK LUNCH- Parlour 

  7:00 p.m.  STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE COMMITTEE  - Parlour 

  7:00 p.m. SPANISH CLASSES – Board Room  

Wed. Feb. 20:   

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTERS - Parlour    

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

12:30 p.m.  WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT  

  7:00 p.m.  NA GROUP – Fireside Room 

Thurs. Feb.21:    

  9:30 a.m.  QUILTERS - Parlour  

  1:00 p.m.  OUT OF THE COLD DROP-IN CENTRE – Gym 

  6:30 p.m.  HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE   

  7:30 p.m.  CHOIR PRACTICE 

Sat. Feb. 23: 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

10:00 a.m.   RAINBOW BRUNCH - Parlour 

  6:00 p.m.  DROP-IN CENTRE  

Sun. Feb. 24:   ANNUAL MEETING  

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  

12:00 p.m.  ANNUAL MEETING 
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