
  0  



  1  

WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 
March 17, 2019  

Lent Two  
 

 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  For thousands of years, Indigenous people have 

walked in this land; their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the Wolastowqiyik and acknowledge 

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.    At the points  

marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.                      Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

     THE GATHERING 

Organ Prelude:           Our Father in Heaven                                     (Buxtehude) 

Handbell Prelude: O Sacred Head/Sheep May Safely Graze/Immortal, 
Invisible  The Frank T. Pridham Memorial Handbell Choir  

Introit:   As the Sun with Longer Journey    (verse 1)              VU #111 

Welcome to the Church 

Lenten Candle Liturgy: 
Last Sunday we put out the first candle, reminding us of temptations 

which draw us away from God.  Today we will put out a candle as we 

think about those times when we have not trusted fully in God’s 

promises. 

Today we think of Abraham and Sarah who trusted in God’s promise 

that they would have many descendants.  When Isaac was born, he 

became a child of the covenant, as Abraham and Sarah had promised. 

We extinguish today’s candle reflecting on the promises that we make at 

baptism and at other times and how we sometimes fail to live up to our 

calling as God’s covenant people. 
(Candle is extinguished.) 
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Let us pray: 

O  God, we confess that we have put our hope in so many things.  Help 

us to focus ourselves and put our trust in You.  Give us strength to live 

up to the promises we have made as Your covenant people.  May we 

remain open to Your constant love.  Amen. 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer: 
Sarai…Sarah. 

Abram...Abraham. 

God…I Am. 

What’s in a name? 
Baptizer. 

Elijah. 

A Prophet… 

the Christ! 

What’s in a name? 
Christian. 

One of The Way. 

Jesus follower. 

Disciple. 

What’s in a name? 
Quite a bit. 
Relationship. 
Identity. 
Promise. 
Then, whatever you name yourself, 

whomever you may be, 

come to this place and meet the One 

who is both Nameless 

and Name-Above-All. 

We come to worship God! 
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Let us pray: 

God of many names, 
whose love surrounds 
all creation— 
thank you. 
For this walk of life, 
and all we meet on it, 
for the days and the nights, 
and for your presence 
in it all— 
thank you. 
Help us to share our burdens 
and our joys, 
with you and with each other, 
knowing that you are our God 
and we are your people, 
forever.   Amen.                                           Richard Bott, Dunbar Heights U.C., Vancouver, BC 

*Opening Hymn:      When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                VU #149 

Time for the Young and the Young at Heart                                    E. Beairsto  

*Family Hymn:          Dance with the Spirit                                            MV #156 

Prayer of Confession: 
Gracious, loving, Creator God, 

we come to give you thanks 

and to ask for your healing mercy. 

As your children, we have sometimes lost 

our way by the temptation. 

Without you delivering us to your blessed way, 

we would be lost. 
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Help us to stay on your way, 

Holy One, so we can be 

disciples and live as examples 

for everyone we meet. 

In the name of our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Silent Prayer 

Cello/Guitar Solo:  Asturiana                                                 (de Falla) 

       Emily Kennedy – cello 

       Steven Peacock – guitar 

Assurance of God’s Love:    
Our Holy Creator God 

loves all of us, for God is our Maker. 

God provides forgiveness for all believers. 

We rejoice for our Maker’s compassion. 
Thanks be to God! 
               Brenda Duckworth, Wasauksing & Shawanaga First Nation Churches, Parry Sound, ON 

LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:                                                                      Nancy Bauer 

God has not stopped calling; 

God has not stopped speaking. 

Let us pray for our understanding 

of God’s word in our day. 

God of prophets, both ancient and modern, 
open our spirits to your voice; 
open our hearts to your call; 
give us the will and the courage to step up and step forward in faith. 
Amen.                                                                     Beth W Johnston, Hantsport P.C., Hantsport, NS 

Scripture Readings: Mark 8: 27-38 
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Response:    This is the witness of Scripture.         
                       Thanks be to God. 

 Anthem:       Open My Eyes                                 (Scott) 

Reflection:   Discipleship: The Small Print   Rev. R-H Gaskin                                            

*Hymn:         O Jesus, I Have Promised                                                 VU #120   

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements 

Invitation to the Offering:   
Our covenant is lived out through the giving of our selves— 

our time, our talent, and our treasure. 

May we live the promise of faith this morning,  

in part, as we present our morning offering. 
                         Gord Dunbar, Port Nelson U.C., Burlington, ON 

Offertory Music 

* Doxology:           VU #541 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures high and low; 

 give thanks to God in love made known: 

 Creator, Word and Spirit, One.       

Prayers of the People   

SENDING FORTH 

*Closing Hymn:      To Abraham and Sarah                                  VU #634 

* Commissioning      

* Benediction 
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* Choral Amen                                                                                          VU #967 

Postlude:  Oh Love, How Deep                                          (Helman) 

  

You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service 

 

Today’s bulletin is sponsored by Bob and Susan Breen in 

celebration of World Down Syndrome Day held every 

year on March 21st.  The 21st day of the 3rd month 

represents the triplication of the 21st chromosome that 

gives us the gift of people with Down Syndrome.  It is a great time to celebrate the 

contributions made by people with Down Syndrome every day in our schools, 

communities, workplaces and families, in Canada and around the world.  “See the 

ability!” 

  

WELCOME  to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this morning.  

If you are new to our church, we have a 'Welcome to Wilmot' kit for you.   Please 

ask one of the ushers, for the blue folder.   We're glad you're here!    You are 

invited to a SOUP LUNCHEON in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall following the 

worship service.   Thank you to members of the Outreach Committee and friends  

for hosting this time of refreshments and fellowship.   Next week (March 24) 

members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry will host Coffee & Conversation. 

 

PRAYER CIRCLE AFTER WORSHIP:  Each Sunday in Lent, there will be a small circle 

of people gather for 5 or 10 minutes of prayers after worship in the front of the 

chancel on the left side.  All are welcome to join this circle. Prayers are silent or 

spoken, and very informal. Come participate in the powerful practice of prayer 

with others. 

 

 

On March 20th Wilma Hunter will celebrate a special birthday!   

All of us at Wilmot wish her a very Happy Birthday and a 

wonderful year. 
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WILMOT SENIORS:    Please come out for our next gathering on Tuesday, March 

19th at 1:30 p.m. in the parlour. Our special guest will be our very own Peter Curtis 

who be joining us to tell us all about his adventures climbing in the Alps!   As usual 

we will enjoy a lovely lunch, this month provided by Group 2.  See you there. 

 

PLEASE NOTE that the church will be closed for the afternoon on 

Thursday, March 21 while Marlene attends a special Presbytery 

meeting. 

     

THANK YOU EVERYONE!  Wednesday @ Wilmot has been able to serve the 

downtown community over the years primarily thanks to the Wilmot congregation 

and friends from the faith and wider community. We are very grateful for this 

support which includes working with Victory Meat and receiving weekly donations 

of food used in our lunch program, as well as managing our voucher program. Past 

funding has been provided by the Fredericton Community Foundation and 

recently, the Windsor Foundation provided support for a new project aimed at 

seniors’ needs.   For the 3rd year, the Fredericton Co-op Community Fund has 

awarded support to Wilmot's Wednesday @ Wilmot program. The $5,000 

received recently will go a long way towards the lunch food costs, bus tickets, 

haircuts and other services offered to our friends who attend W@W. Thank you to 

the Fredericton Co-op family for your confidence in our Outreach programming.  

(Please see our facebook page and website for a photo.)  The Wilmot congregation's 

support in so many ways and that of other individuals, organizations and churches 

helps address such an important need in our community. Thank you!  
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Next Sunday’s service (March 24) will be led by the youth 

of our congregation.  You won’t want to miss this service! 

 

MARCH 26:   The Louisbourg Choir will be concluding this season with an 

ambitious concert devoted to the works of Marc-Antoine Charpentier (1634-

1704), undeniable master of sacred music in France.  Monique Richard will be 

conducting both the choir and a baroque orchestra whose eight members, playing 

on period instruments, are Jacques-André Houle and Émilie Brûlé, violins; 

Margaret Little, viola and viola da gamba; Amanda Keesmaat, cello; Vincent Lauzer 

and Caroline Tremblay, recorders; Michel Cardin, theorbo; and Jonathan 

Addleman, organ.     The choir will perform at Wilmot United Church on Tuesday, 

March 26 at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are available at the door for $30.  Admission is free 

for students.  This project is made possible with financial support from Louisbourg 

Investments, the Government of New Brunswick and the Canada Council for the 

Arts. 

 

MARCH 27:  Gibson Memorial United Church,  will be hosting a “Turkey Dinner” 

on March 27th, 4 – 6 p.m.  Tickets are $15/adult and $3/child.  Please call 457-1666 

to reserve your tickets. 
 

FOR RENT:   St. Anne's Lodge Inc. has a 3 bedroom apartment available for a low 

income family - single or 2 parent.  Must register with Dept. of Social Development 

(Housing) and have an annual income of less than $33,000.  For more information, 

contact Geneva at 455-3454.  

 
SUPPORT GROUP:  When Love Hurts: Understanding  & Healing Domestic Abuse” 

will be held from 7 – 9 p.m. on Tuesdays April 2 to 23 at Grace Memorial Baptist 

Church.  This 4-week support group offers hope and help to those caught in the 

cycle of abuse.  Register  at 458-8527 or gracem@nb.aibn.com.  No cost.  

 

  

mailto:gracem@nb.aibn.com
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Artistic Hope and Healing 

 

 Our gifts for ministries like River Bend Integrated Community Ministries 

support programs of healing and reconciliation. 

 The core of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, is home to many Indigenous 

people.  Beyond the core are communities of non-Indigenous people.  Each year, 

River Bend holds a program called the 10 x 10 project.  This is an art project where 

people living in the core are invited to pain on a 10 x 10 canvas that will be 

displayed in an art show to all the communities in Saskatoon.  Last year, 80 

canvases were handed out and 73 returned for the show. 

 Minister and Coordinator Jane Jupe says she has grown so much in her 

interactions with artists.  “I have come to realize how important it is in so many 

ways; it builds community between artists, and helps people heal.”   Artist Kandis 

Caplan created a beautiful image from beads of an Indigenous girl without facial 

features.  She explained the importance of sharing her story of sexual assault, 

saying that it happens to many young Indigenous girls. 

 We are called to love our neighbours!   Your gifts for Mission & Service 

offer moments of healing every day at River Bend Integrated Community Ministry. 

  If Mission & Service is already a regular part of your life, thank you so 

much!  If you have not given, you are invited to make Mission & Service a regular 

part of your life of faith.  Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & 

Service.   
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

March 17 - 24  

TODAY:    LENT TWO 

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  SOUP LUNCHEON  

Mon, Mar. 18: 

  6:30 p.m.    LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC – various rooms 

  6:45 p.m.  TOASTMASTERS CLUB – Board Room 

Tues, Mar. 19:    

  1:30 p.m.  SENIORS - Parlour 

  7:00 p.m.  MARTIAL ARTS - Gym 

Wed, Mar. 20:   

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTERS – Parlour 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY    

12:30 p.m.  WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT  

  7:00 p.m.  HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE – Parlour 

Thurs. Mar.21:    

  9:30 a.m.  QUILTERS - Parlour  

  1:00 p.m.  OUT OF THE COLD DROP-IN CENTRE – Gym 

  4:00 p.m.  WILMOT SEEKERS - Parlour 

  6:30 p.m.  HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE   

  7:30 p.m.  CHOIR PRACTICE 

Sat. Mar. 23: 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

12:00 p.m.  LENTEN BIBLE STUDY – no meeting – resume Mar 30th 

  2:00 p.m.  FUNERAL – Helen Creelman – Sanctuary 

  6:00 p.m.  DROP-IN CENTRE  

Sun. Mar. 24:   LENT THREE  

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  
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Report of the 2019 Wilmot Annual Meeting 

 

On February 24, we gathered for our Annual General Meeting following a 

tasty lunch of sandwiches and sweets provided by the congregation.  This yearly 

event gives us an opportunity to celebrate what has happened in the previous 

year and consider our plans and priorities for the coming year.  If you have not had 

a chance to read the Annual Report, I would encourage you to do so as it contains 

the work of the various groups and committees over the past year.  It would not 

be possible to accomplish all that we do without the dedication and hard work of 

many, many volunteers and our excellent staff.  Special thanks was extended to 

volunteers who have finished their terms and to our staff.  You can pick up at hard 

copy of the report at the church or access it online at 

 http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/pdf/AnnualReport2018.pdf. 

Greg Black, on behalf of the Trustees, presented the report for the Heritage 

Property Study that we had authorized at our 2018 Annual Meeting.  The report 

provides a 10-year master plan for the recommended repairs to our buildings at 

an estimated cost of $1.3 million. 

The Church Council had received the report in the fall.  In light of the 

estimated costs of the recommended repairs, changing demographics, and shifting 

community values and needs, the Council recognized the opportunity for the 

congregation to reflect on “who we are, where we want to go, and how we might 

get there”.  To ensure that our visioning process was comprehensive and inclusive, 

the Council supported hiring an outside consultant with experience working with 

congregations and visioning projects.  A committee consisting of Anne Marie 

Atkinson, Blaine Atkinson, Ron Buck, Craig Frame and Shirley Cleave was asked to 

develop a proposal and identify potential consultants.  The congregation approved 

the proposal as presented by the committee and authorized them to proceed to 

engage a consultant.  A budget of $35,000 was approved for the project.  Active 

participation of members of the congregation will be important for the success of 

the Visioning Project.     

The Board of Trustees and Stewardship & Finance Committee met several 

times over the past year and identified the need for better coordination between 

them.  After reviewing the work of each committee, they grouped related work 

and drafted a new structure to support the work.  The new structure includes an 

umbrella committee called the Finance & Property Committee and 5 sub-

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/pdf/AnnualReport2018.pdf
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committees:  Finance & Investments, Stewardship Education & Recognition, 

Property & Maintenance, Facilities Management & Cemetery.  A specific Board of 

Trustees is required to meet the mandates of the United Church, but a new 

smaller Board was proposed.  The new structure was approved for 2 year pilot 

project.   

Derek Ness presented the report of the Nominating Committee that included 

the names of continuing and new members of the various committees.  It was 

approved as presented.  Derek pointed out that some vacancies still exist and 

invited everyone to consider these opportunities.   Craig Frame provided a 

demonstration of SignUp Genius, the software package Wilmot is using to 

schedule weekly volunteer activities (e.g., ushers, tellers).  Look for the Green 

Button on the Wilmot home web page. 

The Budget, as presented by the Stewards with a couple of minor revisions, 

was approved.  In order to fund the mission and various ministries, the budget for 

Local Church Expenses includes approximately a 2% increase in envelop/PAR 

givings over what was received last year.  The budget for Capital Projects was set 

at $30,000 and the target for Mission & Service was set at $60,000; both are the 

same as 2018.  Please consider how you can financially support our mission and 

ministry this coming year. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, thanks were extended to the UCW for 

coordinating the lunch, to Steve Peacock for the sound system and to the Drop In 

Centre for setting up the tables and chairs. 

 

 


