
 

 

 

       WILMOT UNITED CHURCH  

                                December 22, 2019   

       ADVENT FOUR – LOVE                                             

 

 Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  Long before those of us who are settlers, and 

those of us who are descendants of settlers, came to this land, there were people here.  Many 

nations of people lived – and live – on the land we call Canada, given responsibility by the 

Creator to be stewards of this land and all that lives on it.  We know these people as First 

Nations.  Today, as we remember what it means to live thankfully, let us give thanks for the 

First Nations of this land - and let us remember that we worship God on the historic territory of 

the Wolastowqiyik.  As Christ’s people, let us be people of Love, of Truth, and of Reconciliation.  

 
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.  At the points marked * - those 

who are able are invited to stand.                                                           Presider: The Reverend Rose-Hannah Gaskin  

 

Prelude:                         Gloria in Excelsis Deo             (Three Carols; arr. Wilson) 

Introit:                            Wait for the Lord                                            VU #22                                                             

                            Wait for the Lord, God’s day is near. 
               Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart! 

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship: 
Let every tongue give praise to God.  

Let us proclaim that God is with us, 

forgiving, liberating, and redeeming. 

Let us rejoice in our worship; 

let us be open to God’s leading. 

We will praise the God of love.                           

 

*Opening Hymn:         Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending       VU #25       



Lighting of the Advent Wreath:   (three candles are lit) 

In this season of expectant waiting, we hold our breath. 

We yearn for love that makes us whole. 

When we feel lonely, when we feel alone, 

when we feel abandoned, when we don’t feel lovely, 

when we know not where to run, when we despair, 

God settles into our hearts, loving. 

On that foundation, on that potential, on that created reality within, 

We trust with growing confidence. 

Into the vacuum of loneliness, love seeps; 

into the ugliness of abandonment, love caresses and coaxes; 

into depths of despair, divine love fills to overflowing, 

as the flame of love is gifted from the One who transforms.  

*Hymn                      Hope Is a Star      (verse 4)                                        VU #7 

                 Love is a flame that burns in our heart, 

     Jesus has come and will never depart. 

     When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 

     The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

     and none shall be afraid. 

Opening Prayer: 

God of the new day, we rejoice that the time of celebration is near. 

As the time of our waiting draws to an end, let the flame of your love 

warm our hearts. Keep us focused on the reason for our joy and lead 

us to the places where the Christ would be born today. We pray in 

the name of the One who comes. Amen 

Storytime for the Young and Young at Heart                       Rev. E. Beairsto 

*Family Hymn:            A Candle Is Burning                                           VU #6 

 



Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing: 

Holy God, we are in the time of preparing for Jesus to enter our lives 
and our world once more.  We give thanks for the voices of the 
prophets, which startle us out of complacency and help us to view the 
world and our lives as you see them.  We give you thanks for the 
stirrings of the Holy Spirit deep within, which nudge us to make 
changes to our own lives and the life of this community, so we more 
fully embody Christ’s presence for the world.  May this time of worship 
help to ready us for the Saviour’s advent.   

 Silent Prayer 

Assurance of God’s Faithful Love 

Anthem: Arching Starlight                                                              (Enns) 

LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:                                                             

Holy God, help us to give voice to the wonderful news: 

you, yourself are coming to dwell among us!  

Quicken our imaginations to find new and creative ways 

to proclaim Christ’s coming.  Amen.                                                                         

Scripture Reading:   Luke 1: 26-55 

Congregational Response: 

One:    But as for me, I keep watch for the Lord; 

All:        I wait in hope for God my Saviour,  my God will hear me. Micah 7:7                                                                                                                               

Anthem:            Christmas Lullaby                                               (Rutter)  

Reflection:                   Blessed Is She Who Believed             Rev. R-H Gaskin 

*Hymn:              Song of Mary                                                  VU #899 

 



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Piano and Organ Duet:   Carolyn Munro and Margaret MacDonald 

    What Child Is This?                          (Smith and Hustad) 

*Offertory Verse:                                                                     VU #55 –verse 4 

  What can I give him, poor as I am 

 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
     If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
    Yet what can I give him – give my heart. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Anthem:  Carols of the Angels                                        (Purifoy) 

Prayers of the People 

*Closing Hymn:      Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                 VU #35           

*Benediction 

*Advent Amen                                                                                     (L. Caseley) 

Postlude:        Wide, Awake for Night is Flying       (Nicolai; harm, J.S. Bach; arr)   

*************************************************************************** 
You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of the worship service. 

 
WELCOME to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this 
morning.   You are invited to Coffee and Conversation after the service, which is 
hosted by members of the Quilters Group. 

  



 
The Outreach Committee thanks everyone who contributed to 

last week's Christmas lunch in any way. This includes the soup 

makers, food contributors and the very amiable set up and 

cleanup crews. We couldn't have done it without you!  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! 

 
OFFERING ENVELOPES for 2020 are now available at entrance to the church.  If 
you are not currently using envelopes and would like a set, please contact the 
church office (458-1066). 
 
CHURCH CALENDARS for 2020 are available in the church office at a cost of $7.  
 
RETIREMENT CELEBRATION : Mark your calendars Sunday January 12 2020 
following worship, we will celebrate Rev Rose-Hannah Gaskin’s Retirement. Be 
sure to pick up an envelope with more info from the Ushers or the office.  
 
JAN. 10th:  The Jim Axelrod Big LIttle Band, an uptempo jazz & blues combo 
featuring our very own Steven Peacock on guitar, on Friday, Jan. 10 at 7 p.m., at 
the Fredericton Seniors Centre, 112 Johnston Avenue, just one block west of the 
Nashwaaksis Plaza. The trio has become a quartet with the addition of drummer 
Eric Hanenberg.  Come enjoy classics made famous by Billie Holiday, Ray 
Charles, Dutch Mason, the Downchild Blues Band, and more.  Admission $10. 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: 

  4:00 p.m. Children’s Service “Journeying to Bethlehem” 

  7:00 p.m. Family Service 

 11:00 p.m. Communion Service 

  



LOOKING AHEAD: 

Dec. 29      11:00 a.m.  Combined service with St. Paul’s here at  
                                                                                   Wilmot 

Jan. 12  11:00 a.m. Retirement celebration for Rev. Rose-

Hannah Gaskin.  Be sure to pick up an envelope with more 

info from the ushers or the church office  

    



The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth,  to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 

with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 

this might be.  The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 

am a virgin?”  The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 

called Son of God.  And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 

and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  For nothing will be 

impossible with God.”  Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 

according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 

 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,  where 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 

greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit  and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb.  And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For as 

soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.5 And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 

the Lord.” 

Mary’s Song of Praise 

 And Mary  said,  My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 

has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.  Surely, from now on all generations 

will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me,  and holy is his name.  

His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.  He has shown strength 

with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  He has brought 

down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.   He has helped his 

servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
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