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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 
September 22, 2019  

 

 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  For thousands of years, Indigenous people have 

walked in this land, their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the Wolastowqiyik (Maliseet) and 

acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation. 

At the points marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.  

Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

       
THE GATHERING 

Preludes:         A Song at Morning                                                           (Eliot) 

                 Just As I Am                                                        (arr. Broughton) 

 
Welcome to the Church  

We Light the Christ Candle    

Call to Worship: 

 One: We come together this Sabbath morning with joy 

  and thanksgiving written upon our hearts. 

All:  We come so aware of the beauty of God's creation. 

One:  God, whose joy is revealed to us on the faces of those around 

us. 

All:  God, whose concern is revealed to us in the midst of life's 

most difficult moments. 

One: As our voices sing God's praise, as our minds are challenged by   

              God's Word, as our hearts respond to God's great love.   

All:         Let us worship together this day. 
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Opening Prayer: 

Gracious God, 

We come to this sacred space today with many differing hopes and 

needs. 

We yearn to feel closer to you, to trust you more fully. 

We want to feel a deeper sense of joy and gratitude for our many 

blessings. 

We pray for wisdom, humility and courage,  

that we may be the people you call us to be. 

Bless this time of worship, and enliven us with your Holy Spirit. 

We ask this in Christ's name.   Amen. 

* Opening Hymn:        How Firm a Foundation                                      VU #660            

Storytime for the Young and the Young at Heart                  Rev. Ellen Beairsto  

*Family Hymn:    The Church Is Wherever God’s People                        VU #579          

Connecting to our Heart’s Longing 

Silent Prayer 

Assurance of God’s Love: 
Know that Christ, present at the dawn of creation,  

sustains, calls, inspires, and forgives us.  

He empowers us to be a new creation.  

In Christ, all things are made new.  

Thanks be to God! 

* Hymn:        Be Still, My Soul                                                VU #652           
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LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:    (Unison)                                                      Steven MacKenzie 

Eternal God, open our minds to hear your word, 

our hearts to love your word, 

and our lives to be obedient to your word, 

through the power of your Spirit and the name of Jesus Christ.    

Amen.                

Scripture Readings: James 3: 13–4:3, 7-8a and Mark 9: 30-37 

Congregational Response: 

One: This is the witness of God’s people.                      

All:  Thanks be to God!                          

Anthem:              It Is Well with My Soul                                                         (Beck) 

Sermon:               Renewal of Faith:  Christian Community       Rev. R-H Gaskin 

Time for Silent Reflection 

* Hymn:               Spirit, Open My Heart                                                    MV #79 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Invitation to Offering Our Gifts 

Presentation of Our Offering and Prayer VU #540 

     Grant us, God, the grace of giving, 

  with a spirit large and free, 

  that ourselves and all our living 

          we may offer faithfully.       

Offertory Music 

Prayer of Dedication 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and Supplication: 
Holy Wisdom, we rejoice in the signs of your power in evolutionary 

creation and the unfolding cosmos. From the stardust of the galaxies to 

the plankton of the sea, from the oasis in the desert to the crowded 

city, all creation is infused with your power. Make us ever mindful of 

the inspiration that infuses all creation.                     
 
Pain-bearer, we hear the cries of creation and of our brothers and 

sisters, human and every other kind, the world over: climate 

refugees, species in danger of extinction, victims of war and economic 

injustice, especially those people and places we name at this time 

(people and places). We remember also those in special need in our 

own community and families who we name at this time (names). 

Extend the balm of your healing power, we pray.  
 
Life-giver, we pray that your wisdom, revealed in all your works, may 
inspire us to live in right relation with Earth, our Mother, all her 
creatures, and the whole human family. May the harmony of creation 
be a model for our relationships with our neighbours near and far, 
teaching us that we are not self-sufficient, but only thrive through a 
constant exchange of energy and elements, love and language in the 
web of life. 

O Great Teacher, we give you thanks for the wisdom of Indigenous 

peoples, and the unique insights of the many expressions of faith and 

spiritual practice in the human family. Wherever there has been 

hatred, oppression, and exploitation bring truth-telling, 

reconciliation, and respectful communion.  
 
Help us always to pray and act in ways that are in harmony with divine 
wisdom and to use our talents and resources to serve the good of all.   
Amen.   
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* Closing Hymn: Blessed Assurance                                             VU #337  

* Commissioning for Mission: 
As you leave this place of worship and prayer,  

go into the world drawing on the senses— 

sight and hearing, taste, touch, and smell— 

mindfully aware of the wisdom of creation  

and its power to make you whole.   Amen.        

* Benediction:   

May the blessing of God revealed in all creation,  

and of the Holy Spirit who is our wisdom,  

and of the Eternal Logos, present from the first moment,  

teach, inspire, and renew you in body and spirit,  

and keep you in solitary and communal joy.  Amen. 

* Choral Amen VU #967 

Postlude:        Chorus of Praise                                                                  (Johnston)                                                                                                              

****************************************************************************     

If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service 

*************************************************************************** 

WELCOME to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this 

morning.   We are glad you are here.   You are invited to COFFEE & 

CONVERSATION after the service in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall.  This 

time of fellowship is hosted by members of the Pastoral Care & Health Team.   

 

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical, 

emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the 

Wilmot prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001). 
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THANK YOU for all the support and comfort I received when my Dad was sick 

and then passed away. Your kind words, hugs and cards meant a lot. 

Randy Randall 

SUNDAY SEPT 29TH, all are invited to celebrate Marlene’s retirement and give 
thanks for her service to Wilmot over the past 27 years! We will celebrate 
during worship followed by cake and time for individuals to  personally share 
memories & best wishes  with Marlene in the gym. A Basket for cards to 
Marlene will be available in the gym.   

BAPTISM AND NEW MEMBERS:  On November 24th we will celebrate the 

sacrament of baptism and welcome new members. If you want to be baptized, 

become a member of the congregation, or transfer your membership to Wilmot, 

please contact Rose-Hannah at 292-1680. 

 

EMPLOYMENT HOURS:    Randy works Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:30 

a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and 6 – 9 p.m.  Chantal and Marlene’s hours are: Tues – Friday 

office will be open 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (closed 12 – 1).    OCTOBER Office Hours will 

be:   Monday – Friday:   10:15 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. (lunch 1:15 – 1:45 p.m.)   

 

VOLUNTEERS: If you are interested in volunteering for any of the Outreach 

programs please contact Lynn MacKinnon @ mlmack@nbnet.nb.ca. Thank you 

your support is greatly appreciated. 

 

“NO SCENTS MAKES GOOD SENSE” 

It has been our policy to ask that our “Wilmoteers” be aware that scented 

products can cause allergic reactions in some of our members.  This can be 

triggered by perfume and aftershave, but also by certain “fresh-smelling” 

laundry products, soaps, and hair products.  Please pay attention to how you 

use them. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mlmack@nbnet.nb.ca
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PARKING AT WILMOT:  You are welcome to park at Wilmot (Carleton Street lot) 

during the week if you have a current parking stick (available from the church 

office for $10) and if you are here on church business.  We ask that you do not 

block the alley.   Six spaces facing the street are rented so please do not park 

there.  Please remember that the King Street parking lot is reserved for staff. 

Thank you. 

TRANSPORTATION TO CHURCH SERVICES: - DO YOU NEED A RIDE?  CAN YOU 
OFFER A RIDE?  Many thanks to those Wilmot attendees who already assist 
individuals with rides.  The intent is to match drivers to  individuals who need a 
ride &  live in similar area/ neighbourhood. Rides provided to an individual may 
be provided by more than one driver- thus making this transportation service as 
convenient and flexible as needed. I would like to compile a list of volunteer 
drivers as well as a list of individuals who want transportation assistance.  At this 
time, we need drivers for the following areas: It would be good to have a list of 
volunteer drivers that cover the city – to be prepared for any request!  
Southside: Lian St/Bishop Drive, Ste. Anne’s Court (off Golf Club Rd); 
Northside – Murray Avenue; Sunset Drive; Brookside Dr. 

If you or someone you know needs a drive to church on Sundays, please let us 
know. If you are already giving someone a drive, thank you &  please continue, 
this more formal co-ordination is to help us be more intentional around 
transportation needs. Contact Judy Coates- 454-5631     judycoates@rogers.com 

 

UCW RUMMAGE SALE:  Mark your calendars for Friday Oct 

18th (3-6 pm) and Saturday Oct 19th (9-12 noon) for 

Wilmot’s fall Rummage sale.  This initiative is always 

warmly received by the Fredericton community and is also a wonderful time for 

fellowship and fundraising for us at Wilmot.  If you have items to donate, please 

leave them on the gym stage anytime up to Oct 18th.  If you are available to help 

with setup and/or work at the sale, please contact Linda Gough at 459-3706.  

 

 

mailto:judycoates@rogers.com
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DOORS OPEN FREDERICTON - Today from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. approximately 
twenty-two Fredericton buildings will be open to the public for visits and tours. 
Wilmot Church has been invited to participate again this year. Two volunteers 
from the congregation would be appreciated to assist with the welcoming of 
visitors to the church sanctuary.  You don't have to be a tour guide – Matthew 
Chase will do that! Volunteer would serve as a greeter/monitor at the open 
Sanctuary door.   Please contact Shirley Cleave 459-
7743  scleave@nb.sympatico.ca if you are available and willing to assist for a 90-
minute shift that afternoon. Thank you for considering this. 

WILMOT BOOK CLUB will meet on Tuesday, September 24 at 7:30 pm to discuss 

the book Educated by Tara Westover, a new York Times bestseller and finalist 

for a number of national awards in 2018.  Her memoir tells of her struggle for 

education and autonomy growing up in a family culture of rigid ideology.  Also, 

there will be an opportunity from 6:30 to 7:30 pm for Book Club members to 

meet and discuss with members of Wilmot's Vision Team questions on the 

survey on the future place of Wilmot United Church in our downtown 

community.  Everyone is welcome to join both the Vision session and the 

discussion of this month's book whether you have read it or not. 

 

RUMMAGE AND BOOT (TRUNK) SALE is being held at St Paul’s United, Friday 

Sept, 27th 5-8 pm and Saturday 28th from 8-12 pm. It's going to be a treasure 

hunt, the church has lots great stuff already! It will be a great 2 day event. Don't 

miss out!!  

 

ROAST PORK DINNER, Saturday, October 5, 5:30 pm, Nashwaaksis United 

Church, 46 Main Street. Enjoy roast pork with homemade apple sauce, 

potatoes, carrots, turnips, rolls and assorted pies.  Pre-ordered take-outs to be 

picked up at 5:00pm. Cost is $14.  Call Rindy or Tom Austin at 450-7151 for 

reservations. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:scleave@nb.sympatico.ca
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FLOWERS FOR THANKSGIVING:   The Sanctuary Committee 

invites members of the congregation interested in placing 

memorial flowers at the front of the church on Thanksgiving 

(October 13th) to have them to the church by 10:00 a.m. on 

October 12th. Please advise Chantal no later than 

Wednesday, October 9th of whom your donation is in 

memory, so that it can be noted in the bulletin. The committee also welcomes 

donations of fruits, vegetables, potted mums, pickles or other harvest season 

items with which to decorate the sanctuary. 

 
ECOBOOK CLUB: Climate, weather, jobs, health, our right to buy things... Is it 
possible to live out our spiritual beliefs at the crossroads of science, social 
needs, economics and nature?  Wilmot’s ECObook Club is organizing this fall. On 
the international bestseller list for 3 years, The Hidden Life of Trees is a 
fascinating, easy to read, but not uncontroversial book from professional 
forester Peter Wohlleben, who has come to understand trees not as products to 
be ‘harvested’ but as complex living social beings, not so unlike ourselves 
deserving of respect and dignity.  Proposed times are mid-week, after lunch or 
after work, depending on interest. For further info, please contact Kathryn 
Downton at 506-455-2444, or at treesmatterfredericton@gmail.com.  Let’s 
discuss! 

DISCIPLESHIP TOURS;   Jan. 26 – Feb 6, 2020 – For information contact Rev. 
Marc Doiron at   mdc@nb.sympatico.ca. 
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

Sept. 22 – 29 

Today: 

 9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room   

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP and SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION 

1:00 p.m. DOORS OPEN - Sanctuary 

Monday, Sept. 23: 

6:00 p.m.   LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC 

 6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS – Board Room 

Tuesday, Sept. 24:  

7:30 p.m. BOOK CLUB – Parlour 

 Wednesday, Sept. 25: 

   9:30 a.m. QUILTERS – Parlour 

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

 12:30 p.m. WEDNESDAY @ WILMOT – Gym 

  7:00 p.m. COUNCIL – Board Room 

Thursday, Sept. 26: 

   9:30 a.m. QUILTERS – Parlour 

  1:00  p.m. WRITERS GROUP – Parlour 

   3:00 p.m. INFORMATION TEAM - Parlour 

   6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

   7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE 

Saturday, Sept. 28: 

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

6:00 p.m. DROP-IN CENTRE 

Sunday, Sept. 29:  

  9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP and SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION/MARLENE’S RETIREMENT 
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Wilmot’s Vision Statement 

 
Wilmot United Church is an open and welcoming presence in 

downtown Fredericton, putting our Christian faith into action 

to be a light in God’s world. We welcome all into the life and 

ministry of our faith community, including persons of any 

age, ability, race, ethnicity, place of origin, sex, gender 

identity, sexual orientation, family configuration, and social 

and economic circumstance. 
    

Ministers: 

Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin          Rev. Ellen Beairsto 

                        292-1680                206-1943 

 

Ministers Emeriti: 

Rev. Cliff Moase, Rev. Bob Jones 

Organist: Margaret MacDonald 

Music Director: Steven Peacock 

Office Administrators: Marlene Phillips and 

Chantal Gagnon 

Sexton: Randy Randall 

Church Office: 458-1066 

Hours: Tues - Friday 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/ 

473 King Street 

 


