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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 

      June 23, 2019 
                                         Second Sunday After Pentecost  

 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  For thousands of years, Indigenous people have 

walked in this land; their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and 

spirituality.  We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the Wolastowqiyik and 

acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.     

At the points  marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.    

                                                                                                         Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

THE PEOPLE GATHER 

Prelude:             Prelude and offertoire                                     (Franck) 

Choral Introit:        How Can I Keep From Singing 

Welcome to the Church              introduction to this special service by RHG 

God is Holy Mystery, 

beyond complete knowledge, 

above perfect description. 

Yet, in love, 

the one eternal God seeks relationship. 

We Light the Christ Candle:                                                          Craig Frame          

So God creates the universe 

 and with it the possibility of being and relating. 

God tends the universe,  

 mending the broken and reconciling the estranged. 
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God enlivens the universe, 

 guiding all things toward harmony with their Source. 

Grateful for God’s loving action, 

We cannot keep from singing. 

Call to Worship:                                                       Craig Frame   

With the Church through the ages, 
we speak of God as one and triune: 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

We also speak of God as 

 Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 

 God, Christ, and Spirit 

 Mother, Friend, and Comforter 

 Source of Life, Living Word, and Bond of Love, 

 and in other ways that speak faithfully of 

the One on whom our hearts rely, 

the fully shared life at the heart of the universe.   
We witness to Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love. 

*Hymn: Praise My Soul, the God of Heaven                 VU #222  

Time for the Young and Young at Heart          Rev. Ellen Beairsto 

The Lord’s Prayer   (sung)                                                              VU #959           

Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing:               Rev. R-H Gaskin 
Made in the image of God, 

we yearn for the fulfillment that is life in God. 

Yet we choose to turn away from God. 

We surrender ourselves to sin, 
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 a disposition revealed in selfishness, cowardice, or apathy. 

Becoming bound and complacent 

 in a web of false desires and wrong choices, 

 we bring harm to ourselves and others. 

This brokenness in human life and community  

 is an outcome of sin.  

Sin is not only personal 

 but accumulates 

 to become habitual and systemic forms 

 of injustice, violence, and hatred.          

Kyrie Eleison                                                                                     VU #946 

Silence for Reflection 

Assurance of God’s Love:                                            Rev. R-H Gaskin  
Yet evil does not—cannot— 

 undermine or overcome the love of God. 

God forgives, 

 and calls all of us to confess our fears and failings 

 with honesty and humility. 

God reconciles, 

 and calls us to repent the part we have played 

 in damaging our world, ourselves, and each other. 

God transforms, 

 and calls us to protect the vulnerable, 

 to pray for deliverance from evil,  

 to work with God for the healing of the world, 

 that all might have abundant life.   We sing of grace. 
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*Hymn:                      Alleluia, Praise to God                                  MV #59 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 

Prayer of Preparation:                                 Marcia Crouch 

Scripture is our song for the journey, the living word 

 passed on from generation to generation 

 to guide and inspire, 

 that we might wrestle a holy revelation for our time and place 

 from the human experiences  

 and cultural assumptions of another era. 

God calls us to be doers of the word and not hearers only.                           

Spirit of the Living God    (Verse 1)                                               VU #376 
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
  Melt me, mould me, fill me, use me. 
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

We find God made known in Jesus of Nazareth, 

and so we sing of God the Christ, the Holy One embodied.   

We sing of Jesus, a Jew, 

 born to a woman in poverty 

 in a time of social upheaval 

 and political oppression. 

He knew human joy and sorrow. 

So filled with the Holy Spirit was he 

that in him people experienced the presence of God among them. 

We sing praise to God incarnate. 
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Gospel Reading: John 15: 1-5, 12 

Anthem:  You Raise Me Up              (Loveland/Graham/Fettke) 

Sermon:       God, the Vinegrower                   Rev. R-H Gaskin 

  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements          

Invitation to the Offering:   Spirit, Open My Heart   (chorus only)  MV #79 
 Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
 As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 
 Spirit, open my heart.  
Offertory Music    
* Words of Dedication:                                                                  Deb Bradbury 
We are each given particular gifts of the Spirit. 

For the sake of the world, 

 God calls all followers of Jesus to Christian ministry. 

In the church, 

 some are called to specific ministries of leadership,  

 both lay and ordered; 

 some witness to the good news; 

 some uphold the art of worship; 

 some comfort the grieving and guide the wandering; 

 some build up the community of wisdom; 

 some stand with the oppressed and work for justice. 

To embody God’s love in the world, 

 the work of the church requires the ministry and discipleship 

 of all believers. 
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In grateful response to God’s abundant love, 

 we bear in mind our integral connection 

 to the earth and one another; 

we participate in God’s work of healing and mending creation. 

To point to the presence of the holy in the world, 

 the church receives, consecrates, and shares  

visible signs of the grace of God. 
  Ushers place the collection plates on the table and return to their seats 

Prayers of the People: 
PREAMBLE :   We place our hope in God.         Neil Thorne

           We sing of a life beyond life 

            and a future good beyond imagining: 

            a new heaven and a new earth, 

            the end of sorrow, pain, and tears, 

            Christ’s return and life with God, 

            the making new of all things. 

            We yearn for the coming of that future, 

             even while participating in eternal life now. 

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying   (sung 2x)                       VU #400  

   Lord, listen to your children praying. 
   Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
   Lord, listen to your children praying, 
  send us love, send us power, send us grace! 

Prayers of Thanksgiving & Intercession                          Rev. R-H Gaskin 
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Concluding words for the prayers:                                           Neil Thorne 

Divine creation does not cease 

 until all things have found wholeness, union, and integration 

 with the common ground of all being. 

As children of the Timeless One, 

 our time-bound lives will find completion 

 in the all-embracing Creator. 

In the meantime, we embrace the present, 

 embodying hope, loving our enemies, 

 caring for the earth, 

choosing life. 

Grateful for God’s loving action, 

 we cannot keep from singing. 

Creating and seeking relationship, 

 in awe and trust, 

we witness to Holy Mystery who is Wholly Love.   Amen. 

SENDING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 

*Closing Hymn:     Joyful, Joyful We Adore You               VU #232 

*Commissioning & Benediction 

Postlude:            "Fanfare" Prelude in C Major                          (Bach) 

You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service 
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WELCOME to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this 

morning.   We are glad you are here.   You are invited to COFFEE & 

CONVERSATION after the service in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall.  This 

time of fellowship is hosted by members of the Ministry & Personnel 

Committee.   

 

CONDOLENCES to Rev. Bob Stevens and family on the passing of his wife, 

Louise, on June 16.   Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Stevens family.  

 

On June 6, 2019 Anne Bird Profitt passed away in 

Vancouver, BC.  Anne was the daughter of John and Edith 

Bird and grew up in Wilmot Church.  She and her two 

brothers Bud and Bob, had Mildred Harvey as their first 

Sunday School teacher.  All three sang in the Junior Choir.  

Although she lived elsewhere for many years, Anne was 

deeply rooted in Wilmot United Church and Fredericton.  There will be a 

celebration of her life here at Wilmot on  August 10th at 11 a.m. 

 

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with 

physical, emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added 

to the Wilmot prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown 

(454-3001).  

 

Worship next Sunday, June 30 will be at St. Paul’s United 

Church.  Worship will begin at 10:30 a.m.  We will be 

meeting with St. Paul’s for the next five Sundays, 

returning to Wilmot on August 4th. 
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WILMOT’S FAIR TRADE CUPBOARD is the perfect place to turn to for your 

summer supply!   We offer several blends of coffee (ground and whole 

beans), chocolate bars (dark, milk and mint), cocoa, hot chocolate, Middle 

Eastern herb blend and unbleached coffee filters.  The Fair Trade Cupboard is 

a solidarity project of the Outreach Committee. All food products are grown 

organically by small-scale farmers and sold through farmer controlled local 

co-operatives that invest their earnings to provide important community 

services.   The “Fair Trade” label means that farmers get a fair price for their 

produce. The “organic” label means that the farmers do not use toxic 

pesticides that are dangerous to people and the environment.  The Fair 

Trade Cupboard will be reducing inventory this time of year and there is a 

$1.00 reduction on all coffees and chocolate bars from June 9th to June 23rd.         

Coffee per bag will be $9.00 and Chocolate bars will be $2.00 each 

 

CAMP WEGESEGUM: 

 Last fall, the Craft Lodge at Camp Wegesegum burned down and everything 

inside was lost. Camps start this summer and they have no craft supplies. If 

you can donate ANYTHING on this list or other craft supplies and materials 

not listed, please drop them off in the box by Ellen’s office or bring them 

next Sunday, June 23.     Items needed:    

markers – permanent or washable;  crayons / chalk / Popsicle sticks/ 

feathers / pom poms / beads /  spray bottles / paper plates / pipe cleaners / 

white glue / glue sticks / wiggle eyes /   glitter glue / scissors / hole punches / 

yarn / plastic lacing / macaroni /  washable paints / paint brushes / 

embroidery thread /   Paper: Construction paper, Copy paper, Cardstock/   

Paint: Finger Paint, washable tempera paint, water colours/  Clear contact 

paper / clothes pins / craft foam /  Tissue paper / coffee filters / painter’s 

tape fabric.   

The children here at Wilmot will go through our supplies and send along a 

few things as well.  Many children will be delighted with your contribution !  

THANK YOU! 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

  

JUNE 30 - July 28 - SUMMER SERVICES with St. Paul’s held at St. Paul’s  

   (beginning at 10:30 a.m.) 

 

AUGUST 4 - SEPT 1 - SUMMER SERVICES with St. Paul’s held at Wilmot 

   (beginning at 10:30 a.m.)  

 

JULY 7 - Ellen invites you to join her in Grand Manan as she once again heads 

to the Island to conduct their Service of Worship 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 

 “FUN FAIR – where God’s world comes together.” St. Paul's and Wilmot 

United Churches will once again be joining together for our VBS program.      

When:  July 22- 26 – FULL DAYS from 9-4 

Where:  Wilmot United Church 

Ages:  Age 4 and up 

We will discover that life with God is an adventure filled with wonder and 

surprise and we can trust God to be with us through anything. Great music, 

exciting science experiments, creative crafts, fun games and memorable 

Bible stories. This year is a FULL DAY so there will be a few afternoon 

outdoor adventures as well. (Children can be dropped off as early as 8:30. It 

is also possible for the children to attend for only half days if you wish) Let 

Ellen (206-1943) know if your child or grandchild would be interested in 

joining us and any youth in lending a hand. 
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Letter to Editor – Daily Gleaner, Fredericton NB      

From : Judy Coates, 50 Harewood Cres. Fredericton 454-5631  

Date:  June 10 2019 
Topic:  Social Assistance Rates –those in Shelters are deducted rent  

 
Did you know?  Individuals living in the Shelters pay rent.  

  Rent is deducted from their social assistance cheques. That policy is 
not necessarily a wrong approach; after all, budgeting to pay one’s rent is a 
life responsibility. The Shelters need an income source.  

But what is wrong and perpetuates poverty is our low and 
inadequate NB income assistance rates.  Income assistance (one person) is 
$537- $576 per month. (no increase since 2010)  There are different scales of 
income assistance according to composition of family unit. (source: Dept. SD 
April 2019) Having seen one individual’s Social Assistance cheque recently 
the following was DEDUCTED:  Shelter - $144; Income (average)- $249 
(perhaps a claw back for money earned at some point); over payment 
recovery -$28. This left $154 to live on for the month.  How is someone to 
survive on this? Can they afford to pay for a phone, debts, healthy food, 
cigarettes, an ID card, non-covered medications, bus tickets etc.!  Vulnerable 
individuals have complex problems to deal with. One’s day to day existence is 
consumed with how to survive in severe poverty for just that day. You can’t 
dig your way out of a hole without a shovel!  

We need to call upon Minister Dorothy Shepard, Dept. of Social 
Development to increase the basic social assistance rates of individuals and 
families, to bring them up to at least the 2019 inflation rate. The most 
vulnerable citizens among us will NEVER get out of poverty if this isn’t done. 
Churches, social service programs will only continue to provide band aids. 
The well-being of our society depends upon this.         
 
The Outreach Committee supports this letter to the Editor of the Gleaner 
written by Judy Coates.   
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

June 23 - 30 

TODAY:     

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP  

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION plus RETIREMENT                           

                                                     CELEBRATION for Virginia 

Wed. June 26:   

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTERS – Parlour 

  7:00 p.m.  NA GROUP – Fireside Room 

Thurs. June 27:    

  9:30 a.m.  QUILTERS - Parlour  

 Sun. June 20:   

10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP at St. Paul’s United 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Are you interested in helping Outreach in the fall by writing 
letters to the government supporting changes to social assistance for those 
living well below the Poverty Level?  Please let us know if you have any 
questions.  Co-Chairs - Lynn MacKinnon or Terri MacLean - 
mlmack@nbnet.nb.ca or tmac3938@gmail.com 
 

  

mailto:mlmack@nbnet.nb.ca
mailto:tmac3938@gmail.com
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Wilmot Growing Together –June Update 

 

Wilmot’s visioning team has grown and we’ve been busy over the past several weeks. 

 

On May 22, representatives of the Steering Committee met with Council to present the 

plan for engaging Wilmot’s congregation and the wider community in our visioning 

discernment process. There was good discussion and thoughtful reflection on the 

proposed approach to our discernment.  

 

An article was printed in the June issue of Words For Wilmot that provides an overview 

of why we are undertaking this visioning process, what we hope to achieve and 

outlining a number of ways in which members of the congregation can be involved. 

 

On June 3, a training session was held for members of the congregation who had 

agreed to facilitate conversations with both internal as well as external groups between 

June and October. (Judy Coates, Jennifer Chisholm, Terri MacLean, Ann Kennedy, Joan 

MacDonald, Elaine Kenyon, Susan Short, Lynn MacKinnon, and Sally McAllister).    

 

Following the training session, members of the congregation participated in a “meet 

and greet” session with Eric Tusz-King and members of the Steering Committee, and 

shared their thoughts and preoccupations about the visioning process. 

 

During June, facilitators have been having structured conversations with five individual 

committees and groups within Wilmot church. Several more are already scheduled for 

September. In addition, Eric and Ron Buck have met individually with 6 other United 

Churches in the greater Fredericton community and facilitators have had conversations 

with other 4 other downtown churches.  

 

As a church, we greatly value our partnership with others in delivering our mission. 

Therefore, our visioning engagement plan involves casting our net into the wider 

Fredericton faith community and other community organizations to understand where 
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there are opportunities to strengthen existing relationships and develop new ones.  

During June, three invitational round table discussions facilitated by Eric were held 

here at Wilmot church that engaged other faith groups, outreach organizations and 

downtown organizations.  Both members of our ministerial team have been actively 

engaged in the visioning process and also attended the round table discussion with 

other faith groups. 

 

We will complete our initial conversations with groups inside Wilmot and the 

community over the summer and early September.  In the fall we will share with the 

congregation a summary of what we have learnt and our initial discernment of where 

we feel the Spirit moving for Wilmot.  We will be seeking the congregation’s reaction to 

this as we start to develop more clarity in our vision and pathways towards that vision 

over the next 10 years. 

If you have questions or suggestions, please speak with a member of the Steering 

Committee, Anne Marie Atkinson, Blaine Atkinson, Ron Buck, and Craig Frame or 

contact Shirley Cleave, scleave@nb.sympatico.ca  459-7743.  

 

 

  

mailto:scleave@nb.sympatico.ca
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