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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 

CHRISTMAS EVE – December 24, 2019 

11:00 p.m.       

 
A Service of Scripture, Carols, and Communion 

Organ Prelude:  Star of the East                                 (Kennedy; arr. Wilson) 

Welcome                                                                               

A Thought to Ponder:    Christ within us, the hope of glory to come. 

Scripture:                  Luke 2: 1-20               

Opening Hymn:    O Come, All Ye Faithful                    VU #60 
 (verses 1,3,4,5) 

Opening Prayer: 

It is night after a long day. 

What is done is done. 

What is not done, is not done. 

Now leaving behind our cares, 

breathing deeply by God’s new life. 
(pause) 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)              VU #921 

Reflection:                             Hilary Drain   

All Sing:    O Ancient Love             VU #17 

Reflection   (continues)                                       Lois MacDougall               

All Sing:  What Child Is This – verses 1 and 2            VU #74 

Reflection (continues)                                                           Cristin Aalders 
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A Moment for Silent Reflection 

The Offering for the work and witness of the church 

God’s offering is life in all its fullness. 

God’s call is that all know wholeness. 

The gifts that we share bring heaven and earth together. 

Dedication of the Offering:  In the Bleak Midwinter – verse 4    VU #55
  What can I give him, poor as I am? 

   If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

   if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

   yet what I can I give him - give my heart.   

The Invitation to Communion 

Who found shelter at the stable that night so long ago? 

Those who left familiar to journey to the unknown, the new. 

Those seeking shelter. 

Those moved by mystery. 

Those open to wonder. 

Those yearning for new life.  You are welcome at the table.  

The Communion Prayers 

This bread  ….   (lifted up) 

This cup …  (lifted up) 

Christ among us, 
our food and drink for the journey.    

All Sing:  All Poor Ones and Humble  (first two lines of verse 2)            VU #68 

   The Christ Child will lead us, the Good Shepherd feed us 

    and with us abide till his day. 

   Then hatred he’ll banish; then sorrow will vanish, 

    and death and despair flee away. 
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This bread, this cup, 

Christ within us, 
Touch our vulnerability with love. 

All Sing:  All Poor Ones and Humble  (first two lines of verse 2)            VU #68 

   The Christ Child will lead us, the Good Shepherd feed us 

    and with us abide till his day. 

   Then hatred he’ll banish; then sorrow will vanish, 
    and death and despair flee away. 

This bread,  this cup, 

Christ in the world, 
source of deep joy. 

All Sing:  All Poor Ones and Humble  (first two lines of verse 2)            VU #68 

   The Christ Child will lead us, the Good Shepherd feed us 

    and with us abide till his day. 

   Then hatred he’ll banish; then sorrow will vanish, 
    and death and despair flee away. 

This bread, broken and shared. 

This cup, lifted high and shared. 

New life in Christ. 

Trusting in God’s care 

as Jesus trusted Mary’s provision, 

we come. 

All Sing:  All Poor Ones and Humble  (refrain only)                             VU #68 

   Then haste we to show him the praises we owe him; 

   our service he ne’er can despise; 

   whose love still is able to show us that stable, 
   where softly in manger he lies.  
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In the quiet sharing of elements, 

we ponder the story in our hearts 

familiar – yet ever new.  
(The elements are distributed.  As each person comes forward the following words of blessing are 
said). 

The life of Jesus in you, Bread for the journey. 

Post Communion Prayer 

O Lord, we thank you for the nourishment 

you have given us 

in the person of Jesus Christ. 

To know him is an exciting experience. 

To accept him is a sacrificial experience. 

To love him is to love one another. 

To glimpse into the Bethlehem stable once again   

is to experience your constant presence in our lives. 

Thank you for Jesus Christ. 

Thank you, O Lord, for the opportunity to serve you.   Amen. 
(The Rev. Jim Hendry, Peterborough, ON, deceased) 

Presider: 

The journey continues. 

but we are not the same   

because we have journeyed here, 

and opened ourselves to wonder and mystery 

and new life. 

Like Mary,  

we will treasure all these things in our heart. 

We come now to share Christ’s light, 

gentle and warm, with one another.  

We then go out to share it 
with a dark and waiting world.        



  5  

All Sing:  Silent Night, Holy Night - see back of bulletin          VU #67 

The Blessing: 

On all our pathways, Christ is with us. 

His blessing surrounds us, 

enfolds us, invites us. 

His love will never leave us. 

All Sing:   Away in a Manger – verse 3            VU #69
  Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay 

   Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 

   Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 

   And fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
Adapted from:  Larry Doyle, Bob Root, and Darrow Woods, Contemplative Liturgy Group, Eastern 
Ontario 

Postlude    

 ************************************************************* 

Flowers have been placed in the sanctuary this evening in loving memory of 
Marina Hunter from husband, Dale; daughter, Jennifer and son, 
Christopher.  Also a poinsettia has been placed in loving memory of Mary 
Waite by the family. 

 
 

The Staff of Wilmot United Church wishes you a 

warm and heartfelt  “MERRY CHRISTMAS” 

 

 

 

Dec. 29:   A combined worship service at Wilmot United Church with our 
friends from St. Paul’s United at 11 am. 
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  Luke 2: 1-20 

The Birth of Jesus 

 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 

of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 

he was descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered 

with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they 

were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn.    In that region there were shepherds living in 

the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified.   But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.   This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”   And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,   “Glory to God in 

the highest heaven,     and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”     When 

the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 

has made known to us.”   So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been 

told them about this child;   and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. 
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Silent Night!  Holy Night!   

 

1. Silent night!  Holy night! 

 All is calm, all is bright 

 round yon virgin mother and child. 

 Holy infant so tender and mild, 

 sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2. Silent night!  Holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight: 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 

Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born. 

 

3. Silent night!  Holy night! 

 Son of God, love’s pure light 

 radiant beams from thy holy face, 

 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
   

 

  


