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Wilmot United Church 
Christmas Family Service 

December 24, 2019 
 

 

Prelude:                  Lullaby                                                                               (Mozart) 
                                  Nativity Song                                                                    (Kuhnau)      

Welcome to our Church 

Call to Worship:   

 Come, this is the night for children, for God’s child is born. 

  This is the night for families, for Mary and Joseph rejoice  

in the birth of  their son.                                                                                                                 

 This is the night for humble workers, for shepherds are blessed with angelic 
 messengers. 

  This is the night for the whole world, for hope is alive and unto us a 
 Saviour is born.        

Opening Prayer 

Opening Hymn:   Joy to the World                                                   VU #59 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting:                                       Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

We light this candle in the center of the circle remembering the Creator, 
the fire at the center of our circle of life.  (Light the candle) 

We light this candle remembering the great light in the life of Christ, 
the son of our Creator born on Earth.   We remember that the four 
candles on the outside of the circle symbolize the four directions or 
aspects of mother Earth. 
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We light this rainbow candle remembering that in Christ all the people of 
the earth are brought together in love.  We are to grow strong with the 
understanding of the east – the place of new learnings, of the south with 
understandings of our emotions, of the west with the understandings of 
introspection, and the north with understandings of wisdom. 

We light this candle remembering that the light of God comes to us 
in our own learnings, through our own understandings.  With the 
light of Christ in our lives, may we grow stronger and stronger, 
enlarging our lives and deepening our roots with each passing year. 
We give thanks for the birth of Christ, our Lord, who brings new life 
and new light to our lives. 

Solo:  Sweet Little Jesus Boy                                                   (MacGimsey) 

     Amy Foster-McAllister 

Storytime for the Young and Young at Heart      Rev. Ellen Beairsto 

*Hymn:  O Little Town of Bethlehem                                               VU #64 

Play:  “Free Peppermint Spice Lattes ”           (Brad Williamson/SkitGuys)

    Barista – Matthew Messenger 
     Shopaholic – Caroline Coon 
     Skater Dude – Jacob Ebbett 
     Cheery – Jacqueline Young 

The Christmas Story:  Luke 2: 1-20                  Madeline Messenger                    

Solo:  What Child Is This                                                     Rose Messenger 

Prayers of the People              Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

*Hymn:  O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                        VU #60 
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Responding to the Word 

Offering Invitation  

Offertory Music:    Clarinet, Chimes, Guitar  
  In the Bleak Midwinter                                                          (Holst; arr. S. Peacock)  
   Guitar   Steven Peacock 
   Clarinet   Matthew Chase   
   Chimes           Matthew Messenger, Jacqueline Young, 
       Heather MacDonald and Amy Foster-McAllister   

Offertory Verse                                                 VU #55 
   What can I give him, poor as I am 

  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
 Yet what I can I give him – give my heart. 

Prayer of Dedication                  

Sending Forth in God’s Name 

Lighting of the Candles/Extinguishing the Sanctuary Lights 

*Hymn:  Silent Night, Holy Night (see page 6 of bulletin)                   VU #67 

*Commissioning and Benediction: 

As we go forth this night 

May the joy of the angels sing in our voices, 

May the hope of the shepherds enliven our minds, 

May the strong faith of Mary strengthen our spirits, 

May the love of the Christ Child shine in our hearts 

And may God’s blessing be upon you this whole night and forever more. 
Amen.  

Postlude:   Fantasia on “Adeste Fideles”                                                  (Wade) 
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********************************************************************* 
You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of the worship service. 

********************************************************************* 

Flowers have been placed in the sanctuary this evening in loving memory of 
Marina Hunter from husband, Dale; daughter, Jennifer and son, 
Christopher.  Also a poinsettia has been placed in loving memory of Mary 
Waite by the family. 

 
  

The Staff of Wilmot United Church wishes you a 

warm and heartfelt  “MERRY CHRISTMAS” 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 29:  A combined worship service at Wilmot United Church with our 
friends from St. Paul’s United at 11 a.m.    

 

  



  5  

Luke 2: 1-20 

The Birth of Jesus 

 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 

of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 

he was descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were 

there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn 

son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn.    In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.   But the angel 

said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 

all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord.   This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.”   And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host, praising God and saying,   “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven,     and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”     When the angels had 

left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us.”   So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 

child;   and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
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Silent Night!  Holy Night!   

 

  1. Silent night!  Holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

  2. Silent night!  Holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight: 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 

Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is  

born. 

 

  3. Silent night!  Holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
   

 

 

 


