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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 
February 24, 2019  

Seventh Sunday After Epiphany 
 

 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  For thousands of years, Indigenous people have 

walked in this land; their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the Wolastowqiyik and acknowledge 

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.    At the points  

marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.                      Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

     THE GATHERING 

Prelude:                 Trumpet Voluntary                                               (Stanley) 

Welcome to the Church 

Lighting the Christ Candle: 
God is Holy Mystery, 

beyond complete knowledge, 

above perfect description. 

Yet, in love, the one eternal God seeks relationship. 

So God creates the universe 

 and with it the possibility of being and relating. 

God tends the universe,  

 mending the broken and reconciling the estranged. 

God enlivens the universe, 

 guiding all things toward harmony with their Source. 

Grateful for God’s loving action, 

we cannot keep from singing.  

* Opening Hymn:         Eternal, Unchanging, We Sing                       VU #223    
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Call to Worship: 

With the Church through the ages, 

we speak of God as one and triune: 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

We also speak of God as 

 Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 

 God, Christ, and Spirit 

 Mother, Friend, and Comforter 

 Source of Life, Living Word, and Bond of Love, 

 and in other ways that speak faithfully of 

the One on whom our hearts rely, 

the fully shared life at the heart of the universe. 

We witness to holy mystery that is wholly love. 

Opening Prayer: 
God is creative and self-giving, 

 generously moving in all the near and distant corners of the universe. 

Nothing exists that does not find its source in God. 

Our first response to God’s providence is gratitude.  

We sing thanksgiving. 

Finding ourselves in a world of beauty and mystery, 

 of living things, diverse and interdependent, 

 of complex patterns of growth and evolution, 

 of subatomic particles and cosmic swirls, 

we sing of God the Creator, the Maker and Source of all that is.  Amen                                                               

Time for the Young and the Young at Heart                                    E. Beairsto  

*Family Hymn:           Let Us Build a House - verses 1, 4 & 5                MV #1 
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Acknowledging Our Brokenness: 

Made in the image of God, 

we yearn for the fulfillment that is life in God. 

Yet we choose to turn away from God. 

We surrender ourselves to sin, 

 a disposition revealed in selfishness, cowardice, or apathy. 

Becoming bound and complacent 

 in a web of false desires and wrong choices, 

 we bring harm to ourselves and others. 

This brokenness in human life and community  

 is an outcome of sin.  

Sin is not only personal but accumulates 

 to become habitual and systemic forms 

 of injustice, violence, and hatred.               

We are all touched by this brokenness: 

 the rise of selfish individualism 

 that erodes human solidarity; 

 the concentration of wealth and power 

 without regard for the needs of all; 

 the toxins of religious and ethnic bigotry;  

 the degradation of the blessedness of human bodies  

 and human passions through sexual exploitation; 

 the delusion of unchecked progress and limitless growth 

 that threatens our home, the earth; 

 the covert despair that lulls many into numb complicity 

 with empires and systems of domination. 

We sing lament and repentance. 
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Assurance of Grace:    
Yet evil does not—cannot— 

 undermine or overcome the love of God. 

God forgives, 

 and calls all of us to confess our fears and failings with honesty and 

humility. 

God reconciles, 

 and calls us to repent the part we have played 

 in damaging our world, ourselves, and each other. 

God transforms, and calls us to protect the vulnerable, 

 to pray for deliverance from evil,  

 to work with God for the healing of the world, 

 that all might have abundant life. 

We sing of grace.                
LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:    (Unison) Neil Thorne 

Scripture is our song for the journey, the living word passed on from 

generation to generation to guide and inspire, that we might wrestle a 

holy revelation for our time and place from the human experiences and 

cultural assumptions of another era.   God calls us to be doers of the 

word and not hearers only.                  

Scripture Readings:   John 10: 1-16 

 Congregational Response: 
One: This is the witness of God’s people.                      

All:  Thanks be to God!                          

Anthem:               Here in the House of the Lord                                      (Besig) 

Reflection on our Faith:    We Sing of Jesus Our Foundation    Rev. R-H Gaskin                                            

*Hymn:                 I Feel the Winds of God                                           VU #625  
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements  

Invitation to The Offering:   
Jesus announced the coming of God’s reign—a commonwealth not of 

domination but of peace, justice, and reconciliation. 

He healed the sick and fed the hungry. 

He forgave sins and freed those held captive  by all manner of demonic 

powers. 

He crossed barriers of race, class, culture, and gender. 

He preached and practised unconditional love— 

love of God, love of neighbour, love of friend, love of enemy— 

and he commanded his followers to love one another as he had loved 

them. 

Offertory Music 

* Doxology:           VU #541 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures high and low; 

 give thanks to God in love made known: 

 Creator, Word and Spirit, One.         

Prayer of Dedication: 
We sing of God’s good news lived out, a church with purpose: 

 faith nurtured and hearts comforted, gifts shared for the good of all, 

 resistance to the forces that exploit and marginalize, fierce love in the 

face of violence, human dignity defended, members of a community 

held and inspired by God, corrected and comforted, instrument of the 

loving Spirit of Christ, creation’s mending. 

We sing of God’s mission. 
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Prayer for the Coming Week: 
In Jesus’ resurrection, God overcomes death. 

Nothing separates us from the love of God. 

The Risen Christ lives today, present to us and the source of our hope. 

In response to who Jesus was and to all he did and taught, to his life, 

death, and resurrection, and to his continuing presence with us through 

the Spirit, we celebrate him as the Word made flesh, the one in whom 

God and humanity are perfectly joined, the transformation of our lives, 

the Christ. 

We sing of a church seeking to continue the story of Jesus by embodying 

Christ’s presence in the world.  We are called together by Christ as a 

community of broken but hopeful believers,  loving what he loved, 

living what he taught, striving to be faithful servants of God in our time 

and place… 

*A Sung Blessing: For All Your Goodness, God                          VU #549 

We adjourn for lunch and the AGM following 

 The wording from parts of this service was taken from the 2006 United Church of 
Canada document “A Song of Faith” 

 

Today=s bulletin is sponsored by Bob and Susan Breen in loving 

memory of friend, Jane Foster who passed away on March 1, 2010.     

 
 

WELCOME  to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this morning.  

We're glad you're here!    You are invited to in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall 

following the worship service for lunch befoe the AGM.  Thank you to members of 

the U.C.W. for hosting this time of fellowship and to all who brought sandwiches 

or sweets  Next week (March 3) members of the Handbell and Senior Choir will 

host.  
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INCOME TAX RECEIPTS are ready!   You may pick yours up at the entrance to the 

sanctuary. 

 

SYMPATHY:  Our love and condolences are extended to Carolyn Atkinson and 

family on the recent death of Bruce Atkinson.  A funeral service will be held at 

Wilmot United on Tuesday, Feb. 26th at 2 p.m. 

 

BOOK CLUB meets on Tuesday, Feb 26 at 7:30 in the parlour.  We will discuss   

“Aster Tehran” by Marina Nemat     Everyone welcome 

 

VISIONING PROJECT:  At our Annual Meeting last year, we authorized the Trustees 

to Engage Heritage Standing Inc., an engineering firm that specializes in historic 

buildings, to develop a Master Plan that would outline the repairs that are needed 

in our buildings and the estimated costs over a 10-year period.  The report was 

received in the fall and included an estimated cost of $1.3M.  The Church Council 

recognized that this would be a significant financial investment and decided this 

was a good opportunity for the congregation to reflect on ‘who we are, where we 

want to go, and how we might get there’.   To ensure that such a review would be 

comprehensive and inclusive, it was suggested that an outside consultant with 

experience in working with congregations be hired to facilitate a visioning process.  

Everyone is encouraged to participate over the coming months.  A committee 

consisting of Craig Frame, Anne Marie Atkinson, Blaine Atkinson and Shirley 

Cleave was asked to draft a request for proposals and identify potential 

consultants.  The work of the Committee will be presented at the Annual Meeting 

for discussion and approval to proceed.  If you have questions before the meeting, 

please feel free to speak with one of the committee members. 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER! 

 Shrove Tuesday (March 5) is the day that Pancake Suppers will 

be held around the world. So mark the date and plan on joining 

us for a Delicious Pancake Supper (5:00 – 6:30). This has been 

successfully held many times here at Wilmot and so we once 

again look forward to hosting it. If you are able to lend a hand, 

give Judy Luton (459-1099) or Ellen (206-1943) a call. We can always use more 

volunteers. Free Will Offering. 
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THE OBSERVER:  Subscriptions are due - March 1st.   $25 per year.   If paying by 

cheque, please make cheque payable to Wilmot United Church.  Thank you. 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE of the new green Sign Up button at the bottom of Wilmot's 

home web page. Wilmot is using a web service called SignUp Genius to better 

manage the volunteer process for many of our weekly activities. This service 

makes participation and organization easier and more efficient for both volunteers 

and those responsible for the various activities. If you feel called to help out, 

please sign up on your own or speak with the person responsible for the activity. If 

you want to know more about how Wilmot uses SignUp Genius please talk with 

Craig Frame. 

 

STUDY FOR LENT:  Since Lent is coming up quickly, with Ash Wednesday on March 
6th, I wanted to announce the book we will be using so you can purchase it.  The 
Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach About Jesus' Final Days in Jerusalem 
by Marcus J. Borg & John Dominic Crossan.  We will be meeting on the 4 Saturdays 
in March, Saturdays at noon.  Of course you can also read the book and join the 
dialogue online.  Please contact Rose-Hannah if you are interested in participating.  
 

THE AFFIRMING DIVERSITY COMMITTEE was created by Council to affirm our 

diversity at Wilmot in all its dimensions.  Our initial work was in facilitating our 

discernment, as a congregation, around the affirmation of people of all sexual 

orientations and gender identities.   During that process, we added a bold 

statement to our Vision Statement.  We are now looking at how we as a 

congregation might continue our work of broadening our understanding of 

welcome.  Fresh perspectives and new energy are always welcome. 
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MOUNT ALLISON UNIVERSITY SHARP SCHOLARSHIP:  This scholarship was 

established by Herbert S. Sharp, Class of 1890, and is awarded to a student born in 

NB, NS or PEI, who is Protestant, who is a non-smoker, and who has demonstrated 

financial need.  Preference given to members of the United Church of Canada and 

to applicants from PEI. 

How to Apply:  Submit an online admissions application to MtA and specify that 

you are a member of the United Church of Canada within Section IV Scholarship 

Donor Criteria located on the Entrance Scholarship tab of the online application.  

(mts,ca/apply).  Submit the following supporting documents: Entrance Bursary 

Application (available online within Connect@MtA once admitted) and one letter 

of reference from a minister.  Value:  $8,000 ($2,000 per year – renewable upon 

maintaining 3.3 GPA on full course load)  Deadline: An admission application and 

all supporting documents must be received by  March 1st.   Information:   

mta.ca/apply/,money_matters/scholarships.html  

financialaid@mta.ca                 1-506-364-2258 

 

IS CHURCH CANCELLED?   Now that we are truly in winter, we need to be 

prepared for storms and the disruption they bring.   In the event of bad weather 

conditions in your neighbourhood, please make a safe and sensible decision so 

that you will be safe.  If you are wondering whether the worship service is 

cancelled, you can:      call the office and listen to the voice message,    check our 

website   http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/  or Facebook page,  

              or  call Ellen 506-206-1943 , or Rose-Hannah 506-292-1680 

 
PLEASE BE AWARE while walking and parking next to the Wilmot Church 

Sanctuary building that snow could potentially come off the roof. The snow could 

fall from the roof several days after a recent snowfall. Please do not park or walk 

adjacent to the Sanctuary during the winter season to avoid potential damage or 

injury.   If you are parking in the church parking lots please do not park overnight 

during snow clearing operations. Parking in this area will affect the contractors 

ability to clear the parking lot of snow.  Cars that are parked in the parking lots 

that are not identified with Wilmot Church stickers may be towed. If you have any 

questions about this announcement please contact Greg Black.  

 

mailto:financialaid@mta.ca
http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/
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MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS, SUPPORT AND ACTION GROUP: On Monday, 

February 25th, at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary of Nashwaaksis United Church, you are 

invited to view the film Compassion in Action. This film invites the viewer into 

challenging conversations with vulnerable people and offers effective, heartfelt 

responses. There will be time following the film for discussion on how to bring 

compassion into action in our diverse settings. Rev. Priscilla Geisterfer will 

facilitate. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED:  Gallery 78 presents the opportunity to buy beautiful vessels 

for ashes, made with love and care by top New Brunswick ceramist, Karen Burk. In 

her words: “In the making and decorating of these unique handcrafted cremation 

urns, I want to celebrate the beauty of the life they embrace. I want them to sing a 

sweet, grace-full and dignified song of remembrance.” View the collection at 796 

Queen St. or at gallery78.com or call 454-5192 for more information. 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICES:  The Women’s Inter-Church Fredericton is 

having the World Day of Prayer Services for 2019 in the Fredericton Areas. The 

World Day of Prayers is being prepared by the Women of Slovenia. The Theme is 

“Come-Everything is Ready!”      All are welcome: Men, women and children. 

Northside / Marysville: Nashwaaksis Baptist Church, on Saturday, March 2nd, at 2 

p.m.   Storm Date:  Sunday, March 3, at 2 p.m. It is Wheelchair Accessible. 

Forest Hill/Lincoln: St. Margaret’s Anglican Church, on Sunday, Mar 3 at 2 p.m..   

No Storm Date.  Wheelchair Accessible. 

Hanwell/New Maryland:  St. James Presbyterian Church, Hanwell Road on Sunday, 

March 3, 2019 at 7 p.m. Storm date: Friday, Mar 8, at 7 p.m.     

Southside: Christ Church Cathedral, on Sunday, March 3, at 2p.m. Storm Date: 

Sunday, Mar. 10, at 2 p.m.  Wheelchair Accessible. 
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

Feb. 24 – March 3  

TODAY:     

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  ANNUAL MEETING – LUNCH  

Mon, Feb. 25: 

  6:45 p.m.  TOASTMASTERS CLUB – Board Room 

Tues, Feb. 26: 

  7:00 p.m. SPANISH CLASSES – Board Room  

  7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS - Gym   

  7:30 p.m. BOOK CLUB - Parlour 

Wed. Feb. 27:   

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTERS - Parlour    

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

12:30 p.m.  WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT  

  7:00 p.m.  NA GROUP – Fireside Room 

Thurs. Feb.28:    

  9:30 a.m.  QUILTERS - Parlour  

  1:00 p.m.  WRITERS GROUP - Parlour 

  1:00 p.m.  OUT OF THE COLD DROP-IN CENTRE – Gym 

  6:30 p.m.  HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE   

  7:30 p.m.  CHOIR PRACTICE 

Sat. Mar. 2: 

12:00 p.m.  LENTEN STUDY - Parlour 

  6:00 p.m.  DROP-IN CENTRE  

Sun. Mar. 3:     

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  
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DEEPENING MINISTRY 

 

  Supervised ministry education is n intentional learning experience that 

enables people preparing for ministry to deepen their pastoral identity, reflect 

theologically, and enhance their ministry skills.  Mission & Service supports 

supervised ministry education by providing a grant to a learning site, like a 

congregation, for an eight-month placement. 

 

  The Rev. Maya Braithwaite recently completed a placement at Boor 

Street United Church in Toronto, Ontario.  One of her goals was learning about 

social justice in a congregational context. 

 

  “Ministry is about relationships.  For me, it’s about collaborating with 

others and harnessing the creativity that God has gifted us, while letting it go and 

flow throughout the church.  While at Bloor Street, I had the opportunity to share 

in the healing work of storytelling that is often involved in social justice work.  I 

experienced what an Affirming church looks like and what an Affirming church 

does in its day-to-day functions and in worship.  I learned about protocol as we 

welcomes and began the work of supporting a Syrian refugee family.  I learned 

about conflict transformation as we grappled with ways of responding to the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission’s recommendations.  I also shared my love for 

contemplative prayer and a variety of spiritual practices.   We danced, journalled, 

meditated, and the children and I started learning about Godly Play … together.” 

 

  Your gifts to Mission & Service help support candidates as they prepare 

for ministry and are equipped for leadership in our church. 

 

  If Mission & Service is already a regular part of your life, thank you so 

much!  If you have not given, you are invited to make Mission & Service a regular 

part of your life of faith.  Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & 

Service.   
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