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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 

May 26, 2019 
Earth Sunday  

 
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  For thousands of years, Indigenous people have 

walked in this land; their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the Wolastowqiyik and acknowledge 

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.    At the points  

marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.                      Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

THE GATHERING 

Piano Prelude:          How Great Thou Art/God of Wonders             (Tornquist) 

Welcome to the Church 

Welcome to Carl Duivenvoorden 

Call to Worship: 
One: Come, friends of the Cosmic Christ,  

  let us give thanks for creation. 

All: We gather to praise God for the miracle of the earth. 

One: Come, friends of Sophia, wisdom of God who delights  in 

  creation’s goodness, and opens your hearts to wonder.  

All: We gather to praise God for the miracle of our lives. 

One: Come, co-creators with God, who is in all and through all, 

 who is above all and below all, and opens your hearts to mystery. 

All:         Let us worship the God of all creation.        

We Light the Christ Candle 
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Opening Prayer:    
God for us, we call you Father. 

God alongside us, we call you Jesus. 

God within us, we call you Holy Spirit. 

You are the eternal mystery that enables, enfolds, and enlivens all things, 

Even us and even me. 

Every name falls short of your goodness and greatness. 

We can only see who you are in what is. 

We ask for such perfect seeing— 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be.  Amen. 

*Opening Hymn: Called by Earth and Sky                                  MV #135 

Time with the Young and the Young at Heart                         Rev. R-H Gaskin        

* Family Hymn:             For the Beauty of the Earth                         VU #226          

Lament for the Earth         

Silent  Prayer   

Assurance of God’s Love:  

It’s God in you that loves God;  

it’s God through you that recognizes God elsewhere;  

it’s God for you that assures you that you are finally and forever okay.  

And it is all now, and not just later. You are already home free!   

God’s promise to make all things new with our help and collaboration. 
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LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Introduction to Scripture:                                                                Kelly Ebbett                  

Scripture Reading: Genesis 1: 1-31 

Reflections on Our Response to the Climate Crisis          Carl Duivenvoorden  

          What are we challenged to do?  Learn about your carbon footprint; 

          Be open to changing the way you live on the earth; 

          Become politically active.       

Time for Silent Reflection  

*Hymn:                                Touch the Earth Lightly                                     VU #307  
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
Announcements 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music  

*Offertory Verse:                                                                                            VU #540 

  Grant us, God, the grace of giving, 

  with a spirit large and free, 

  that ourselves and all our living  

  we may offer faithfully.   

* Prayer of Dedication:   

God of the hungry,  

make us hunger and thirst for the right,  

till our thirst for justice has been satisfied, 

and hunger has gone from the earth.  Amen.      
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Prayers of the People:   
This morning we remember that all our thoughts are prayers. When you 

hear “O God, hear our prayers,” please respond with “And in your love 

answer.” 

 Let us pray. 

 Everlasting God, today we give great thanks for the world around us. For 

the trees swaying in the breeze. For the sun warming the waters. For the 

rain nourishing the land. All these gifts are from you, promises of your 

love, and we are blessed. Hear our gratitude for the wonder of creation 

and the abundance of life.  

O God, hear our prayers.   And in your love answer.  

  

Healing and Comforting God, we pray for the church in our world. We 

remember that we are connected all around the Earth through the love 

of Jesus Christ. Be with those seeking to share a message, an alternative 

to corrupt governments and violent societies. May we strive to show 

loving support, as we all seek the true gift of creation and community.  

O God, hear our prayers.   And in your love answer. 

 

Compassionate God, we fail to live up to being co-creators with you. We 

recognize the burdens on creation sometimes seem too heavy for us to 

carry. Help us learn the needs of the Earth when we hear it groaning. 

Help us care for sisters and brothers in other lands so that they may fully 

live. Help us learn from them so we also may fully live. Nudge us to the 

path of deep listening.  

O God, hear our prayers.   And in your love answer. 

 

 

 

  



  5  

Tender God, be with us in pain and suffering, loss, and grief. Today we 

remember victims of natural disasters that devastate our world. We think 

of those overseas facing incredible droughts and famine. We remember 

those closer to us who are facing loss. Be near and remind them of your 

lasting presence.  

O God, hear our prayers.   And in your love answer. 

  

In silence now, we offer concerns and prayers of our hearts, knowing you 

are always there to listen even when we may not have the words.… 

O God, hear our prayers. And in your love answer. 

*Closing Hymn:     All Praise to You                                         VU # 297 

*Sending Forth 

*Benediction            

Piano Postlude: Rejoice, the Lord Is King                                (Sprunger)

    

You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service 

 

Today’s bulletins are sponsored in loving memory of Francis T. 

Smith by Jean and family.  

 

 

WELCOME to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this morning.   

We are glad you are here.   You are invited to COFFEE & CONVERSATION after the 

service in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall.  This time of fellowship is hosted by 

members of the Frank T. Pridham Memorial Handbell Choir and Senior Choir.     

 

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical, 

emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot 

prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001).   
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NEXT SUNDAY:   Our graduates will be honored next week at the Morning Service 

of Worship. Rose Messenger, one of our graduates, will share her gift of music 

with us. The Very Rev. Peter Short will be our guest preacher. 

 

MEET AND GREET:  The Wilmot Vision Team will be hosting a casual meet and 

greet on Wednesday June 5th from 7:15-8:00 p.m. in the parlour, for the 

congregation to have an opportunity to meet with Eric Tusz-King, who is the 

consultant working with Wilmot on our visioning discernment process.  

 

WILMOT SENIORS & RETIREES:   Don’t forget the Mystery Tour is set for June 11. 

$20 per person for a chauffeured day with a couple of stops which will include 

among other things, lunch and a whole lot of fun! If you would like to join us, 

please contact Ellen (206-1943) or Marlene (458-1066).  

 

SPONSORING THE BULLETIN:  One way to recognize a special event or special 

person is to sponsor the Church Bulletin for a particular Sunday. Why not consider 

this when you wish to acknowledge an accomplishment (e.g., graduation), 

remember a loved one (in memory of), celebrate a milestone (e.g., birthday, 

anniversary) or mark a significant event (e.g., Earth Day)?  The cost is $25.00 and 

arrangements can be made by contacting Marlene in the Church Office (458-1066 

or wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca).  

STAFFING ANNOUNCEMENT:  ‘When it rains it pours’ as the saying goes and the 
season for retirement is upon us!  M&P Committee (Ministry & Personnel) wish to 
make the congregation aware that our organist, Virginia Leiter after considerable 
thought has decided to retire end of June, leaving a role she has enjoyed and a 
choir community who have become her family/friends. Wilmot is her home 
church, thus she is not leaving us but will take a seat in a pew now along with her 
husband!  We wish her all the best and we hope we will still have opportunity to 
enjoy her musical skills  occasionally.     M&P will organize a posting and search 
committee for this position. Comments and inquiries can be directed to … Anne 
Colpitts, Ruth Breen, Gordon Cameron, Susan MacLeod, Kirby Keyser, Graham 
Allen, Judy Coates- chair 454-5631 or judycoates@rogers.com  

 

mailto:judycoates@rogers.com
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SUMMER EMPLOYEE – M&P are pleased to welcome Matthew Chase as Wilmot’s 
Summer Youth Employee covering the following responsibilities: Tour Guide, VBS 
assistant, custodial/property assistance, and other administrative help. If 
committees have a task that he might help with, please notify Rose-Hannah or 
Judy Coates via wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca  

COFFEE & CONVERSATION:  The summer is just around the corner and services for 

Downtown United (St. Paul’s and Wilmot). During the year, our various 

Committees graciously take on Coffee and Conversation. THANK YOU! However, in 

the summer, we need some extra volunteers. (tea, sweets, breads and 

conversation - perfect.) Let me know if you are able to help us out with one of the 

Sundays during August as well as Sept 1. Thanks, Ellen  

 

BOOK CLUB meets Tuesday, May 28 at 7:30 pm in the parlour.  We will discuss 

Warlight by Sri Lanka-born novelist Michael Ondaatje, recipient of the Governor 

General's Award, the Giller Prize, the Booker Prize and numerous other 

awards.  His latest novel, set in postwar London, follows two teenagers 

abandoned by their parents who are caught up in espionage and intrigue that 

fragment family life and values.  There is lots to contemplate in this novel, 

including its place in modern literature unravelling our past.  Come and bring a 

friend. 

 

YOU’RE INVITED to a retirement celebration for Cathy Simpson on Sunday, June 

2nd from 2-4 p.m. in the Fraser Memorial Hall at St. Paul’s United Church. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

JUNE 9 - PULPIT EXCHANGE - Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin and the Rev. Deborah 

Ambridge Fisher of Forest Hill United Church.   

  

JUNE 11 - SENIOR & RETIREES’ ANNUAL MYSTERY TOUR DAY (see notice) 

 

JUNE 16 - SUNDAY SCHOOL PICNIC at Odell Park (If rain, held here at Wilmot) 

 

JUNE 30 - July 28 - SUMMER SERVICES with St. Paul’s held at St. Paul’s  

   (beginning at 10:30 a.m.) 

mailto:wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca
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AUGUST 4 - SEPT 11 - SUMMER SERVICES with St. Paul’s held at Wilmot 

   (beginning at 10:30 a.m.)  

 

JULY 7 - Ellen invites you to join her in Grand Manan as she once again heads to 

the Island to conduct their Service of Worship 

 

JULY 22 - JULY 26 - VBS - Full day this year from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. and in partnership 

with St. Paul’s - held at Wilmot.  Great program!  Let Ellen (206-1943) know if your  

child or grandchild would be interested in joining us and any youth in lending a 

hand. 

 

MANOR SERVICES: 

 YORK MANOR: June 20, July 18, August 15 – All at 2:30 

 PINE GROVE – July 14 at 3:00 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 

 “FUN FAIR – where God’s world comes together.” St. Paul's and Wilmot United 

Churches will once again be joining together for our VBS program.   

When:  July 22- 26 – FULL DAYS from 9-4 

Where:  Wilmot United Church 

Ages:  Age 4 and up 

We will discover that life with God is an adventure filled with wonder and surprise 

and we can trust God to be with us through anything. Great music, exciting 

science experiments, creative crafts, fun games and memorable Bible Stories. This 

year is a FULL DAY so there will be a few afternoon outdoor adventures as well. 

(Children can be dropped off as early as 8:30. It is also possible for the children to 

attend for only half days if you wish) Let Ellen (206-1943) know if your child or 

grandchild would be interested in joining us and any youth in lending a hand. 

 

 

 

 

 



  9  

BERWICK CAMP:    July 26 – Aug 4, 2019 in Berwick, NS 

       Are you looking for a great place to go this summer? Consider spending time 

at a United Church Family Camp whose programming is for every age with great 

leadership.  The minister in residence is the Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka with the Very 

Rev. David Giuliano leading the theology for today. Great worship services, music, 

youth leadership and a VBS program for the younger ones. Any questions call the 

website up or speak with Mary Lynn or Gordon Cameron who have been attending 

for years or give Ellen a call. (206-1943). 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT FOR SENIORS:  Help is available for you with your cell 

phone, laptop software and installation of electronic devices.   Free will donation.  

Contract:   Osiris Valtier at   osovaltier@hotmail.com 

 

POSITION AVAILABLE:  After many years of faithful ministry, Grace Memorial 

Baptist’s office administrator is retiring at the end of August. They are prayerfully 

seeking the right person for this important role in the life of the church. If you are 

interested or know someone who might be suitable you can find a link to the job 

description and how to apply at gracememorial.ca. Questions? Email 

gmbcjobopening2019@gmail.com or call 458-8527.  
 

TONIGHT:   HANDBELL CHOIR CONCERT - The Adult Handbell Choir of Brunswick 

Street Baptist Church invite you to a concert of classics, hymns and popular songs 

to be offered at their church on Sunday, May 26, 6:30 p.m.  A freewill offering will 

be taken in support of the church's roofing project.  All are welcome.  

 

MAY 29th:   ANNUAL PLANT AUCTION – perennials and shrubs from local gardens 

potted and ready to plant.   Keswick Ridge United Church beginning at 6:30 p.m.  

Call 363-2553 for details. 

  

mailto:gmbcjobopening2019@gmail.com
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JUNE 9th:      RECITAL OF SOLO PIANO WORKS AND ART SONG:   Soprano Angelina 

Lynn and Colombian pianist Juan Gonzalo Jiminez, are delighted to present a 

recital of solo piano works and art song on Sunday, June 9th, 7 p.m. at Saint 

Andrew's Presbyterian Church.  Both artists are pursuing their Doctor of Music 

degree at the University of Laval.  The program will include well known works by 

Schumann, Chopin and Ravel, as well as some extraordinarily beautiful pieces by 

Colombian composers, Jaime Leon and Luis Calvo.  Tickets will be sold at the door, 

$15.00 for adults and $10.00 for students, with reception to follow in the church 

hall.   
***************************************************************************** 

Wilmot United Church is an open and welcoming presence in downtown 

Fredericton, putting our Christian faith into action to be a light in God’s world. 

We welcome all into the life and ministry of our faith community, including 

persons of any age, ability, race, ethnicity, place of origin, sex, gender identity, 

sexual orientation, family configuration, and social and economic circumstance. 

  

Ministers: 

                Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin        Rev. Ellen Beairsto  

                              292-1680               206-1943          

Ministers Emeriti: 

Rev. Cliff Moase, Rev. Bob Jones 

Organist: Virginia Leiter 

Music Director: Steven Peacock 

Office Administrator: Marlene Phillips 

Sexton: Randy Randall 

Church Office: 458-1066 

Hours: Tues - Friday 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/ 

473 King Street 
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT   

May 26 – June 2 

TODAY:     

 9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION 

Mon. May 27: 

  6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS - Board Room 

Tues. May 28:  

12:00 p.m. WORSHIP COMMITTEE - Parlour  

  6:00 p.m. PASTORAL HEALTH & CARE ANNUAL POT LUCK– Parlour 

  7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS 

  7:30 p.m. BOOK CLUB – Fireside Room 

 Wed. May 29:   

  9:00 a.m. QUILTERS – Parlour 

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY    

12:30 p.m. WEDNESDAY @ WILMOT 

  7:00 p.m. NA GROUP – Fireside Room 

Thurs. May 30:    

  9:30 a.m. QUILTERS - Parlour  

Sat. June 1: 

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

  2:00 p.m. FUNERAL – Peter DeMarsh - Sanctuary 

  6:00 p.m. DROP-IN CENTRE 

Sun. June 2:  GRADUATE SUNDAY  

  9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
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Community Bridge 

 Millie lives in Edmonton, Alberta.  Today she is thankful to have a home, 

health, and one year of sobriety.  Two years ago, Millie was facing eviction and 

homelessness.  Without Bissell Centre’s hot meals, Milllie would have gone 

hungry, and without help from their caring staff, she would have ended up back 

on the streets. 

 Millie has battled addiction, violence, and poverty all her life.  She grew 

up in a turbulent,, sometimes violent household.  After watching and experiencing 

the cycle of substance abuse in her family, she vowed to never drink, but things 

didn’t go the way she planned. 

 At 24, Millie fell in love, got married, and had two children.  After a few 

years together, her husband’s behavior became all too familiar.  He had an alcohol 

addiction and was becoming increasingly violent.  Millie started coping by drinking 

as well.  Soon, she was forced to pack up her kids and move into her car until she 

could get into a shelter. 

 Life as a single parent was never easy, but Millie was determined to give 

her kids a good life.  Millie and her kids have had many successes together, but 

sadly, the pain of Millie’s childhood and married years was always there in the 

background.  Two years ago her rent was raised unexpectedly.  Needless to say, 

she was struggling to put food on the table. 

 Bissell Centre’s Community Bridge program helped Millie with rent and 

utilities in time of emergency.  “I was so incredibly relieved to get help and not  be 

struggling by myself anymore.  Now I have a safe home to go to every night, and 

for that I’m so grateful,” says Millie 

 Bissell Centre is one of the many community ministries across Canada 

that is supported by Mission & Service. 

 If Mission & Service is already a regular part of your life, thank you so 

much!  If you have not given, you are invited to make Mission & Service a regular 

part of your life of faith.  Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & 

Service.   

 



  13  

 

 



  14  

 


