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Wilmot United Church 

Joint Service with St. Paul’s United 

December 29, 2019  

STANDING AT THE GATE OF THE NEW YEAR 

 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  Long before those of us who are settlers, and those 

of us who are descendants of settlers, came to this land, there were people here.  Many 

nations of people lived – and live – on the land we call Canada, given responsibility by the 

Creator to be stewards of this land and all that lives on it.  We know these people as First 

Nations.  Today, as we remember what it means to live thankfully, let us give thanks for the 

First Nations of this land - and let us remember that we worship God on the historic territory of 

the Wolastowqiyik.  As Christ’s people, let us be people of Love, of Truth, and of Reconciliation 
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.  At the points 

marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.  

                                                                                   Presider:   The Reverend Rose-Hannah Gaskin  

 

THE PEOPLE GATHER 

Organ Prelude:            Panis Angelicus                                     (Franck; arr. Ellis)  

Welcome to the Church – a word about this worship time 

Call to Worship:  

Jesus Christ is waiting,  

waiting for healing… 

Jesus Christ is waiting, 

waiting for justice… 

Jesus Christ is waiting, 

waiting for peace… 

Jesus Christ is waiting, 

and so we worship today.  

Jesus Christ is waiting… 
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for the hungry to be fed. 

Jesus Christ is waiting… 

for the stranger to be welcomed. 

Jesus Christ is waiting... 

for the naked to be clothed. 

Jesus Christ is waiting… 

for the prisoners to be freed. 
Jesus Christ is waiting… 

for the reign of love  

that he told stories about, 

that he prayed for, 

that he gave his life for. 

Jesus Christ is waiting… 

and so we worship today.  
Sheryl Spencer, Mount Forest P.C., Mount Forest, ON.  

Opening Prayer:  

Compassionate and Loving God, we come to the beginning of a new 
and unknown year. We feel apprehension yet are hopeful that this 
year will be one where we notice positives instead of negatives, 
friendship instead of foes, caring and compassion instead of 
discrimination and indifference. It is not always easy to turn our lives 
around so that we may follow in the footsteps of your son, yet this is 
what we long to do, deep in our hearts; may we be strong enough to 
push aside the world’s values and standards and remember that we 
now have the opportunity to change things, ourselves, our 
communities, and our world, because we have you as our support 
and our strength. We can make a difference. We are not alone. We 
live in God’s world. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
Emily Perry, Kincardine U.C., Kincardine, ON 

* Opening  Hymn:       See amid the Winter’s Snow                         VU #76
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Story Time for the Young and Young at Heart                     

* Family Hymn:          Joy Is Now in Every Place                                VU #45 

Prayers of Confession 

O God, you were a baby once, and a cruel king tried to stop your love  
from coming into the world. 

You were a child once, and some people didn’t believe 

that a child could have wisdom or faith. 

You were a young adult, and people wondered at your power  

to help things change. Now you are here. 

And sometimes we try to stop your love; 

sometimes we doubt your wisdom; 

sometimes we give up on your compassion. 

Hear us as we confess the ways 

we have dishonoured your goodness  

in us and others at different stages of our lives.  
Robin Wardlaw, Toronto, ON 

(a time of silence)                                 

Assurance of God’s Love 

Friends, the God who came to be among us in a vulnerable baby is the 

same God who spoke the world into being and who loves us more than 

we can ever imagine. All we need to do to receive the gifts of this ever-

loving God is to say yes and accept them. We are loved and accepted as 

we are. 

Anthem:      Seek Ye First                                                                       (Lafferty)             
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LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:                                                                    Craig Frame 

As we approach the beginning of a new year, we ask that these words 

of scripture will reveal to us your light, love, and salvation, all that we 

need for the year to come. Amen.  Fraser Williamson, Loring PC, Port Loring/Golden Valley, ON 

Scripture Reading:        Isaiah 63:7-9;  Luke 2:25-35                                         

Quiet Music 

Second reading:            Luke 2: 36-38                      Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

Congregational Response:  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church!       
Thanks be to God. 

Reflection 

Meditative Hymn:  God Who Gives to Life Its Goodness       VU #260 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements 

Invitation to The Offering: 
On Christmas Eve, did you feel the angels sing, did you see the glory in 

the heavens, and did you go to Bethlehem with the shepherds to offer 

the gift of your love?    

On Epiphany, will you notice the star and join the magi from the East 

bringing gifts to the Christ child in the manger? 

Come, let us bring our gifts for the new year,  as we respond to the call 

to follow Jesus into the light of a new year and a new life.  
Fern Gibbard, for Naramata Community Church, Naramata, BC 



  5  

 

Offertory Music    

* Doxology: VU #540 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

  praise God, all creatures high and low; 

  give thanks to God in love made known: 

  Creator, Word and Spirit, One.             

Prayer of Dedication: 

Gracious God, bless and transform all that we offer: 

our faltering steps,  our brokenness,  

our hope, our risking, our hearts, 

that your covenant may be written on our hearts 

and we may be a blessed and transformed covenant people.  

In Jesus’ name.   Amen.              
 
Vocal Trio:     Winds Through the Olive Trees                     (Bayley)    
    Marcia Crouch, Carolyn Munro and Arlene Pineo    

Prayers of the People 

Closing Hymn:       O Lord, How Shall I Meet You VU #31 

* Blessing  

Commissioning: 

Let us go forth, into this new year,  

with deep trust in God’s sending, 

that we may follow God’s heart  
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and not our own. 

Let us go forth bearing the name of Christ, 

that we may become as Christ to those we meet. 

Let us go forth in the power of the Spirit, 

that we may turn from fear,  

embracing commitment in love.        
Gord Dunbar, Kincardine P.C., Kincardine, ON 

* Choral Amen      VU #967  

Postlude:    Jubilate Deo                                                         (Wetherill) 

WELCOME to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this 
morning.   You are invited to Coffee and Conversation in the Dr. G. M. Young 
Memorial Hall after the service. 

 
CHURCH CALENDARS for 2020 are available in the church office at a cost of $7.  
 
RETIREMENT CELEBRATION : Mark your calendars Sunday January 12 2020 
following worship, we will celebrate Rev Rose-Hannah Gaskin’s Retirement. Be 
sure to pick up an envelope with more info from the Ushers or the office.  
 
JAN. 10th:  The Jim Axelrod Big LIttle Band, an uptempo jazz & blues combo 
featuring our very own Steven Peacock on guitar, on Friday, Jan. 10 at 7 p.m., at 
the Fredericton Seniors Centre, 112 Johnston Avenue, just one block west of the 
Nashwaaksis Plaza. The trio has become a quartet with the addition of drummer 
Eric Hanenberg.  Come enjoy classics made famous by Billie Holiday, Ray 
Charles, Dutch Mason, the Downchild Blues Band, and more.  Admission $10. 
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