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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 
Stewardship, Generosity and Gratitude 

September 29, 2019  
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  Long before those of us who are settlers, and those of us 

who are descendants of settlers, came to this land, there were people here.  Many nations of people 

lived – and live – on the land we call Canada, given responsibility by the Creator to be stewards of this 

land and all that lives on t.  We know these people as First Nations.  Today, as we remember what it 

means to live thankfully, let us give thanks for the First Nations of this land - and let us remember 

that we worship God on the historic territory of the Wolastowqiyik.  As Christ’s people, let us be 

people of Love, of Truth, and of Reconciliation.  

 

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.  At the points marked * 

- those who are able are invited to stand.   Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

    THE GATHERING 

Prelude:                    In Quiet Meditation                          (Frick) 
                 Near to the Heart of God             (McAfee; arr. Smith) 

Welcome to the Church  

We Light the Christ Candle: 

A keeper of the Law walked up to Jesus and asked him,  

  “Teacher, what is the greatest commandment?” 

Jesus replied, 

  “Love God with all that you are.” 

As the man turned away to think about what he had heard.  Jesus said, 

  “Wait!  There is second one just like the first:  

  Love your neighbour in the same way you are to love yourself.” 
(Lighting the candle)  
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This Great Commandment shines on, 

 and shines through, all things: 

the writings of the Law,  

the words of the prophets, 

every moment of our lives! 

  In every moment, Christ’s light shines!  Alleluia! 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer: 
Each day is a mystery. 

None of us knows exactly what is going to happen, 

exactly whom we’re going to meet, 

or exactly what we will be called upon to do.  

  Each day is a mystery.  

  Even the days that are filled with routine 

  have moments filled with “aha!” 

  if we open ourselves to them. 

Each day is a mystery. 

How will we live? 

How will we love? 

Whom will we meet? 

  Each day is a mystery. 

But there are some things we know. 

  No matter what happens, 

  no matter which neighbours we meet, 

  no matter what we are called to do – 

God’s love goes with us. 

God’s love is within us. 

God’s love lives between us. 

  Thanks be to God! 

* Opening Hymn:            Now Thank We All Our God                             VU #236                                                                 
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Storytime for the Young and the Young at Heart Rev. Ellen Beairsto 

*Family Hymn:                  Water Flowing from the Mountains                 MV #87 

Connecting to our Heart’s Longing 

Guitar Solo:                   Sarabande – Steven Peacock             (Bach) 

LISTENING FOR TRUTH 
Prayer of Preparation:    (Unison)  

Eternal God, open our minds to hear your word, our hearts to love your 

word, and our lives to be obedient to your word, through the power of 

your Spirit and the name of Jesus Christ.    Amen.                    

Scripture Readings:    Luke 10: 25-37           Marlene Phillips 

Congregational Response: 

One: This is the witness of God’s people.                    

All:  Thanks be to God!                          

Anthem:                             Now Let Us All Praise God and Sing               (Young)           

Sermon:  Gratitude & Compassion: Twin Foundations of our Faith               

Time for Silent Reflection 

* Hymn:          God of the Sparrow                                        VU #229 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements 

Invitation to Offering Our Gifts 

Offertory Music 
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Presentation of Our Offering and Prayer VU #540 

     Grant us, God, the grace of giving, 

  with a spirit large and free, 

  that ourselves and all our living 

          we may offer faithfully.       

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Celebration, and Dedication: 
God, who gives life its goodness, 

God, creator of all joy, 

we return to you the goodness you have given us, 

the work of our hands, 

the love of our hearts. 

Help us to use all of these gifts, 

Wherever they are needed, 

to bring hope and healing,  possibility and love, 

to our neighbours near and far.   

As Jesus’ people, we ask it – amen! 

Prayers of the People: 

God is with you! 

     And also with you! 

Lift up your hearts! 

     We offer our hearts to God. 

Let us give thanks to God, our God. 

     It is right to give God thanks, and praise! 

We do give you thanks, God. 

For the wonders of your creation   ... 

and so we pray, day by day – 

     with love and with thanksgiving. 

We do give you thanks, God.... 

and so we pray, day by day -     

     with love and with thanksgiving. 
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We pray for the moments where we fall down... 

and so we pray, day by day – 

     with love and with thanksgiving. 

In the quiet of this place, 

hear the words of our hearts, loving God! 
(a time for silent prayer) 

And so we pray, day by day – 

     with love and with thanksgiving. 

In the words that Jesus gave to all of his disciples, 

we celebrate that you are Our Mother, and you are ... 

     Our Father, who art in heaven ... VU #921 

* Closing Hymn: Touch the Earth Lightly VU #307  

* Blessing and Sending Out 

Let us go into God’s world 

     to be the neighbours God calls us to be. 

Let us go into God’s world 

     Loving God, loving our neighbours, loving ourselves. 

In word and in action. 

And in that love, let us be filled with thanks-giving. 

     For God goes with us!  

     We are never, ever alone! 

     Thanks be to God! 

* Choral Amen VU #967 

Celebrating Marlene’s 27 Years of Service 

Postlude:                Fanfare on “Lauda Anima”               (Hughes) 
******************************************************************************* 

If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service 

******************************************************************************* 
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 WELCOME to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this morning.  

We're glad you're here! Thank you to members of the M&P for hosting this time of 

fellowship and refreshments.  

 

Today, all are invited to celebrate Marlene’s retirement and to 
give thanks for her time serving Wilmot for the past twenty-
seven years.   

 
THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with 

physical, emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the 

Wilmot prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001). 

 

CONDOLENCES   We extend our sincere condolences to the family 

and friends of the late Helen Sharp who passed away earlier this 

week. Our thoughts and prayers go out to her sister, Eva Howe, and 

to her daughter and son-in-law, Pat and Alex Dingwall.  

 

NEWS FROM THE UNITED CHURCH:  Record of Proceedings of the 43rd General 

Council is now available online. 

 

FLOWERS FOR THANKSGIVING:   The Sanctuary Committee invites 

members of the congregation interested in placing memorial 

flowers at the front of the church on Thanksgiving (October 13th) 

to have them to the church by 10:00 a.m. on October 12th. Please 

advise Chantal no later than Wednesday, October 9th of whom 

your donation is in memory, so that it can be noted in the bulletin. 

The committee also welcomes donations of fruits, vegetables, potted mums, pickles 

or other harvest season items with which to decorate the sanctuary. 
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THE TOPOLSKI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP:  The Topolski Memorial Scholarship is 

awarded to one recipient per year.  Applicants must be from the former Woolastook 

Presbytery,  involved in a United Church committee, group or activity within the last 

two years and be currently attending an accredited university or community college 

in Canada.  Deadline for applications is Nov 8th.  Please contact the Wilmot United 

Church Office for an electronic or print copy of the application. 

 

HELEN A. YOUNG MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP:  The Helen A. Young Memorial 

Scholarship is awarded to at least one recipient per year.  Applicants must be from a 

family connected with Wilmot United Church and be currently attending a post-

secondary institution.  Deadline for applications is Nov 8th.  Please contact the Church 

Office for an electronic or print copy of the application. 

 
TRANSPORTATION TO CHURCH SERVICES: -  
DO YOU NEED A RIDE?  CAN YOU OFFER A RIDE?  

Many thanks to those Wilmot attendees who already assist individuals with rides.  
The intent is to match drivers to  individuals who need a ride &  live in similar area/ 
neighbourhood. Rides provided to an individual may be provided by more than one 
driver- thus making this transportation service as convenient and flexible as needed. 
I would like to compile a list of volunteer drivers as well as a list of individuals who 
want transportation assistance.  At this time, we need drivers for the following areas: 
It would be good to have a list of volunteer drivers that cover the city – to be 
prepared for any request! Southside: Lian St/Bishop Drive, Ste. Anne’s Court (off Golf 
Club Rd);Northside – Murray Avenue; Sunset Drive; Brookside Dr. If you or someone 
you know needs a drive to church on Sundays, please let us know. If you are already 
giving someone a drive, thank you & please continue, this more formal co-ordination 
is to help us be more intentional around transportation needs      
Contact     Judy Coates- 454-5631     judycoates@rogers.com 

EMPLOYMENT HOURS:    Randy works Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:30 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. and 6 – 9 p.m.  Chantal hours are: Mondays – Friday 10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
(closed 1:00 p.m.– 1:30 p.m.).     

BRUNSWICK STREET BAPTIST CHURCH welcomes applications for the position of 

RECEPTIONIST. Closing date for applications is October 9, 2019 at 2PM. For further 

information please see Chantal. 

mailto:judycoates@rogers.com
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

Sept. 30 – Oct 6, 2019 

 

Today:    

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP and SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION 

12:00 p.m. MARLENE’S RETIREMENT 

Monday, Sept. 30: 

   6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS – Board Room 

Tuesday, Oct. 1:  

  10:00 a.m.  VISIONNING – Board room 

Wednesday, Oct 2: 

   9:30 a.m. QUILTERS – Parlour 

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

 12:30 p.m. WEDNESDAY @ WILMOT – Gym 

  7:00 p.m. PRAYER SHAWLS – Parlour  

Thursday, Oct 3: 

   9:30 a.m. QUILTERS – Parlour 

   6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

   7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE 

Saturday, Oct 5: 

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

6:00 p.m. DROP IN 

Sunday, Oct 6:  

  9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP and SUNDAY SCHOOL 

11:00 a.m. WORLDWIDE COMMUNION 

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
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Gifts That Transform Lives! 

  We give thanks for eight years of giving through the Gifts with Vision 

catalogue.  Every gift is developed by one of our Mission & Service partners and each 

one truly makes a difference!  As we look forward to the new Gifts with Vision 

catalogue, let us hear some of the amazing things that have been accomplished 

thanks to your giving through Gifts with Vision. 

 

  You have made so many good things possible through your gifts: 

Clean water projects in Congo, Nicaragua, and Zambia; summer camp experiences for 

more than 200 children across Canada; education and safe spaces for children around 

the world; food for people who are homeless in Canada; grocery gift cards and warm 

clothing for remote Indigenous communities; food, shelter, and education for 

displaced persons in Kenya, the Philippines, Colombia, and Jordan: Indigenous 

cultural renewal here in Canada; a culture of peace in Africa, Latin America, and the 

Middle East; and projects in reconciliation and Indigenous reclaiming of language and 

traditions – just to name a few! 

 

  Your generous support for Mission & Service means that Mission & Service 

partners receive core funding for their programs.  Your gifts through Gifts with Vision 

provide additional support for Mission & Service partners and ministries for selected 

projects. 

 

  Without Mission & Service, Gifts with Vision would not be possible.  Through 

your support of Mission & Service and Gifts with Vision, you provide so much hope, 

both here in Canada and across the world. 

 

 

 

 

If Mission & Service is already a regular part of your life, thank you so much!  If you 

have not given, you are invited to make Mission & Service a regular part of your life 

of faith.  Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service.   
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Ministers: 

Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin          Rev. Ellen Beairsto 

292-1680                                206-1943 

Ministers Emeriti: 

Rev. Cliff Moase, Rev. Bob Jones 

Organist: Margaret MacDonald 

Music Director: Steven Peacock 

Office Administrator: Chantal Gagnon 

Sexton: Randy Randall 

Church Office: 458-1066 

Hours: Tues - Friday 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/ 

473 King Street 


