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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 
March 31, 2019  

Lent Four  
 

 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  For thousands of years, Indigenous people have 

walked in this land; their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the Wolastowqiyik and acknowledge 

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.    At the points  

marked * - those who are able are invited to stand.                      Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

     THE GATHERING 

Prelude:              Canzona in D Minor                                                              (Bach)  

Introit:   As the Sun with Longer Journey    (verse 1)              VU #111 

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship: 

A sacred day.  A sacred time.  A sacred place. 
We come to settle into this sacred time of worship. 
A holy word.  A holy people.  God, most holy. 
We come to open our hearts and minds to holy things. 
                                                                                                   Susan Lukey, High River U.C., High Rriver, AB 

Lenten Candle Liturgy: 

Today we continue our journey towards Good Friday by examining the 
barrier our fear can place between God and us.  As we put out this  
morning’s candle, let us think of ways in which we can be more open – 
more trusting of God.   (A candle is extinguished)   Let us pray: 

You, O God, are the ever faithful One.  Break through the barriers of fear 
which separate us from our brothers and sisters and empower us to 
respond with courage and conviction.  Amen. 
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*Opening Hymn:       Great Is Thy Faithfulness                               VU #288 

Opening Prayer: 

Ever-welcoming God, you assure us that there is a place for all in your 
loving embrace.  May we lean into that tender care, confident and 
trusting.  Remind us again that your way is full of compassion.  Open 
our hearts to the ever-present opportunities to bring hope and comfort 
to your people.  We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ, who taught us 
to pray:  Our Father …                                       Laura Tunbull, Penticton U.C., Penticton, BC  

Time for the Young and the Young at Heart                                    E. Beairsto  

*Family Hymn:         This Little Light of Mine                   (See back of bulletin) 

LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer for Understanding 

The Prodigal Son                                                                                Craig Frame   

Prayer of Intercession           

 Anthem:         Elijah and Joshua                                             (Albrecht)               

The Elder Son              Darrell Mesheau  

Prayer of Confession     

*Hymn:                           O God, How We Have Wandered                VU #112 

The Father                                                                      Neil Thorne 

Silent Reflection 

Questions to ponder: What stood out for you in this story? 
                           What do you think about the wideness of God’s mercy?  
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Choral Response:    Take, O Take Me as I Am   (sung 2x)                    MV #85   
             Take, O take me as I am;  summon out what I shall be; 
              set your seal upon my heart and live in me.     

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements 

Invitation to the Offering:   
God is so good to us, sticking by us through thick and thin, of course we 

are moved to offer gifts in return. Our gifts, our lives, we place at the foot 

the cross, and dedicate them to God’s purposes. 

Offertory Music 

* Doxology:           VU #541 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures high and low; 

 give thanks to God in love made known: 

 Creator, Word and Spirit, One.       

*Prayer of Dedication: 
Patient and loving God,, you are always ready to welcome us home, and 
you are always ready to welcome our gifts so that the good news of Jesus 
Christ may  be preached and lived in our time and place.  This is why we 
give.  Receive our giving for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
                                                                                               John Moses, Aylesford U.C., Aylesford, NS 

Prayers of Thanksgiving  

SENDING FORTH 

*Closing Hymn:      There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy            VU #271      
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* Commissioning: 

We will soon leave this sanctuary; however, our worship together 
continues.  We take  with us the words of scripture and the joyful music 
we have shared.  And we head out on the same path with the same 
purpose:  giving God praise for the blessings we discover and the acts of 
discipleship we are called to as we aim to follow Jesus. 
                                                                                                Karen Boivin, City View U.C., Nepean, ON     

* Benediction 

* Choral Amen                                                                                          VU #967 

Postlude:  Chaconne                                                         (Couperin)

  

You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service 

Today’s bulletins are dedicated to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of Gordon S. Drain (28 March 2017)   by Laurie, Susan 

and Hilary. 

 

WELCOME  to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this morning.  

We're glad you're here!    You are invited to COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. 

G. M. Young Memorial Hall following the worship service.   Thank you to members 

of the Ministry & Personnel Committee for hosting this time of refreshments and 

fellowship.   Next week (April 7) members of the Faith Formation Team will host 

Coffee & Conversation. 

 

PRAYER CIRCLE AFTER WORSHIP:  Each Sunday in Lent, there will be a small circle 

of people gather for 5 or 10 minutes of prayers after worship in the front of the 

chancel on the left side.  All are welcome to join this circle. Prayers are silent or 

spoken, and very informal. Come participate in the powerful practice of prayer 

with others. 
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COME JOIN IN DISCUSSIONS TO DEVELOP WILMOT’S RESPONSE TO CLIMATE 

CHANGE!  Following our stimulating March 16th Learning Event with presenter 

Carl Duivenvoorden, this is an opportunity to consider how we are called as the 

church to help address climate change.  Come to the parlour after church during 

Lent - March 31, April 7, 14th- from 12:15 to 12:50 to begin our discussions. We 

need voices from all ages – youth to seniors and in-between. There is time to 

reflect on what we value and time to consider our roles as individuals, as 

community within the walls, and as a citizen-community in the wider world.  Some 

material from March 16th will be shared. Please join in, even if you are only free 

for one or two gatherings – bring your snack from coffee hour and come! 

 

SYMPATHY:   Our sincere condolences go out to Kathi Zwicker on the passing of 

her brother, Richard Vaughan, on March 17 at Shannex here in Fredericton. Our 

thoughts and prayers go out to Kathi and her family. 

 

BENEVOLENT OFFERING:  On the first Sunday of every month we collect a special 

Benevolent Offering.  This is used to provide food vouchers for those in need on 

Wednesday afternoons.  Envelopes will be provided in next week’s bulletin. 

 

TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP:  We will be receiving new members on April 7th.  If 

you wish to transfer your membership to Wilmot United or renew your baptismal 

vows, please speak to Rev. R-H Gaskin or Rev. Ellen Beairsto. 

 

CAN YOU HELP?  Two volunteers are needed to serve Easter Sunday communion 

in the balcony.   If you are available, please speak to Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin or 

Rev. Ellen Beairsto. 

 

Annual Rummage Sale at Wilmot is scheduled for April 26 and 

27th       As you are doing your spring cleaning remember that 

items you no longer need are welcomed by others.   Donations of spring/summer, 

good used clothing, books, toys, bedding, curtains, shoes, purses, etc. etc. will be 

welcome.   You may leave your donations on the stage in the gym. 
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We have heard and seen some information about the 

devastation of Cyclone Idai in Southern Africa, in the 

countries of Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi. We 

encourage members of the congregation to donate 

personally, if possible, to help address the needs of 

people affected by this terrible disaster.   For direct 

donations to help Mission & Service partners provide relief to those affected by 

Cyclone Idai, the on-line fund can be used.   

                                 https://www.united-church.ca/cyclone-idai  

If you prefer you can donate through the Wilmot Church office. Please mark 

clearly that your gift is for this special appeal. 

I am proud to say that our Outreach Committee has voted  to donate the proceeds 

of the March 17 lunch (approximately $250) to this Special Mission & Service 

Appeal. 

 

HYMN SING TONIGHT:  Skyline Acres Baptist Church, invites you to the Sunday 

Evening Hymn Sing Service this evening  @ 6:30 p.m.  Come and sing some of your 

favourite hymns, choruses, and enjoy a brief reflection by our pastor Dr. Karl 

Csaszar on “Three Life-Changing Words.” You are also welcome to stay for 

refreshments following the service.  

 

PUBLIC EVENT APRIL 3RD: Renewable Energy - Low Carbon Plan for New 

Brunswick. For anyone interested reducing Green House Gases by converting our 

electricity grid to renewable resources - with affordable funding arrangements, 

Chris Rouse of "New Clear Free Energy" will be making a public presentation on his 

proposal and petition to government on Wednesday, April 3 at Brian Mulroney 

Hall, St Thomas University from 7 to 9 p.m.  He has expertise in both the technical 

engineering side of renewable energy and the funding side.  The company's 

website with the links to the petition and to his technical plan with graphs is 

at  https://newclearfreesolutions.com/  

 

 

 

https://www.united-church.ca/cyclone-idai
https://newclearfreesolutions.com/
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WABANAKI YOUTH 

 

 In April, four young Indigenous leaders, university age,  from Wolastoq 
nation (living in Fredericton and area) have been invited to join 4 other Indigenous 
youth, and 2 “settler” youth from the United Church – to accompany 3 Wabanaki 
Elders and a facilitator attending the UN Permanent forum on Indigenous Issues 
(UNPFII). The youth will be presenting a "side-event" (workshop) as well as being 
able to take part in the Forum and Global Youth Caucuses. A goal of this trip is to 
build trusting relationships among these young leaders, church and Indigenous, to 
enable them to work together into the future. 

 It is an opportunity to deepen understanding of the Peace and Friendship 
Treaties that we are bound to in this region, and the UN Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous People – growing their understanding of what the words of the 
Articles in these documents mean to real people in real circumstances around the 
globe, and how they connect back here, at home. Settler youth will learn skills in 
being good allies. 

 Total costs for each of the youth is roughly $1800 which will cover their  
accommodations, food, and travel for the 8 days in New York. Although much of 
the funding has been secured, they are still in need of more financial support. If 
you wish to donate in support of these youth, just drop your donation off at the 
office or into the offering plate next week in an envelope carefully marked. 
Please include your name so that your donation may recorded with your givings. 
THANKS 

****We received this information from Laura Hunter,  Minister for Justice and Mission serving 

Atlantic Regions of The United Church of Canada and she thanks you for considering this 

request. 

  



  8  

 

THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

March 31 – April 7  

TODAY:    LENT FOUR 

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION 

12:00 p.m.  CLIMATE CHANGE DISCUSSION - Parlour 

Mon, Apr. 1: 

  6:30 p.m.    LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC – various rooms 

  6:45 p.m.  TOASTMASTERS CLUB – Board Room 

Tues, Apr. 2:    

  7:00 p.m.  MARTIAL ARTS - Gym 

Wed, Apr. 3:   

  9:00 a.m.  QUILTERS – Parlour 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY    

12:30 p.m.  WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT  

  7:00 p.m.  PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY – Parlour 

  7:00 p.m.  COUNCIL – Board Room 

  7:00 p.m.  NA GROUP – Fireside Room 

Thurs. Apr.4:    

  9:30 a.m.  QUILTERS - Parlour  

  6:30 p.m.  HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

  7:00 p.m.  MARTIAL ARTS - Gym   

  7:30 p.m.  CHOIR PRACTICE 

Sat. Apr. 6: 

10:00 a.m.  TOY LIBRARY 

  6:00 p.m.  DROP-IN CENTRE  

Sun. Apr. 7:   LENT  FIVE  

  9:15 a.m.  ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.  COFFEE & CONVERSATION  

12:00 p.m.  CLIMATE CHANGE DISCUSSION – Parlour 
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RESERVE 

MAY 16th and 17th 

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

for 

BOOK SALE 

 

Donations of books are welcome 

VOLUNTEERS WILL BE NEEDED for setup on the 15th and to help at 

the sale on the 16th and 17th. 
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This Little Light of Mine 

 

1. This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let  it shine, let it shine  

 

2. Hide it under a bushel (NO)!   I’m gonna let it shine 

Hide it under a bushel (NO)!   I’m gonna let it shine 

Hide it under a bushel (NO)!   I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let  it shine, let it shine  

 

3. Don’t let anyone blow it out I’m gonna let it shine 

Don’t let anyone blow it out I’m gonna let it shine 

Don’t let anyone blow it out I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let  it shine, let it shine  

 

4. Let it shine in Fredericton I’m gonna let it shine  

Let it shine in Fredericton I’m gonna let it shine  

Let it shine in Fredericton I’m gonna let it shine  

Let it shine, let  it shine, let it shine  

 

5. This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let  it shine, let it shine  

 

 

 

 

 

 


