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Wilmot United Church 
February 16, 2020 

Sixth Sunday of Epiphany 
 

 
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole 
congregation. At the points marked * - those who are able are invited 
to stand.  
 

Organ Prelude:               God’s Glory Is All Around                     (Sheppard) 
Only Trust Him                                       (Stockton) 

Welcome to the Church  
 

Welcome the Light:      (from Isaiah 9:2)                                      The Message 
The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light. 
For those who lived in a land of deep shadows— 

light! sunbursts of light! 
 

On this sixth Sunday of Epiphany, 
                                                let us welcome the light among us.  

And may the light guide us in the way  
    of our brother Jesus, light of the world.     
             
*Call to Worship  
 

* Hymn:       Give Thanks for Life                              VU #706 
 

Prayer of Approach: 
O God, 
In the confusion of the world around me, 
and in the confusion of the world within me, 
I pray:  
for grace to praise you, 
for patience to await your right time,  
for vision to see the wonders of your creation, 
for the will to walk the path of Jesus, 
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for the heart to welcome the comfort of your Spirit. 
In the midst of your people I give you thanks 
and I pray for your blessing upon us all. 
Hear the whispers of these precious souls. 
Strengthen us to do all the good we can 
while we live our days in your world. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   (sung)                                                           VU #959 
 

Story Time for the Young and Young at Heart                  
 

Hymn:                    Like A Rock                                                      MV #92 
 

Prayer:  
In Song:                                                                           VU # 652 
Choir: Be still, my soul, for God is on your side; 

  bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 
  Trust in your God, your Saviour and your guide, 
  who through all changes faithful will remain. 
  Be still, my soul, your best, your heavenly friend 
  through stormy ways leads to a peaceful end.                                                                       
 In Words...                                                                                                                 
 In Song:   

Choir: Be still, my soul, for God will undertake 
  to guide the future surely as the past. 
  Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake, 
  all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
  Be still, my soul, life's tempests still obey 
  the voice that once the waves' wild fury strayed.    
              
Scripture Readings: Deuteronomy 30: 15-20        Steven Peacock 
   Matthew 5: 33-37    
 

Congregational Response: 
This is the witness that has been passed down to us.      
Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem:          You Raise Me Up                             (arr. Fettke)     
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Sermon:             “Stabilize”                              The Very Rev. Dr. Peter Short  

petershort99@gmail.com 
 

*Hymn:           Just As I Am                                                           VU #508                                               

Presentation of Our Offering 
 

Offertory:     Chorale:  Farewell Will I Thee Give        
                                                    (Teschner; harm. by J.S. Bach) 
 

*Doxology:                                                                                 VU #541 
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
  praise God, all creatures high and low; 
  give thanks to God in love made known: 
  Creator, Word and Spirit, One.             
 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

Vocal Duet:  Amazing Grace                                     (arr. Harlan) 
      Brian and Margaret MacDonald; Carolyn Holyoke, piano  
 

Prayers of the People 
 

*Hymn:              O World of God                                                     VU #258 
 

*Commissioning and Benediction 
 

*Choral Amen                                             VU #967  
 

Postlude:   Postlude on “Fiducia”                                       (Birchwood) 
 

**************************************************** 
WELCOME to our service of worship and thank you for being with us 
this morning. You are invited to COFFEE & CONVERSATION after the 
service in the Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall.  This time of fellowship 
is hosted by members of the Choir and Handbells  Choir.  

 
Today’s bulletin is in loving memory of Ethel Smith 
and is being provided by her friends. 

mailto:petershort99@gmail.com
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WELCOME:  Office Administrator position – We are pleased to 
Welcome Tanya Mullin as our Office Administrator. Tanya has 
worked 14 years for the Congregation of the Sisters of St Martha in 
Antigonish where she graduated from St Francis Xavier with a 
Bachelor of Information Systems. She moved this past year to 
Fredericton with her sister to be closer to their brother and his young 
family. Her disposition, skills in communication, computer, social 
media and photography will be assets in the office. She is coming to 
us with a respect for and familiarity with faith based organizations 
and their business aspects.  Tanya started work the past week and 
will have another week to work with Marlene to learn the various 
office responsibilities before Marlene leaves for her Florida holiday. 
Thanks to Craig who is teaching the financial responsibilities of the 
office. Learning about Wilmot’s office operations and our culture will 
be continuous as Tanya meets staff, lay leadership, individuals. A 
warm welcome, support and patience as she settles in & learns will 
be much appreciated during this transition.   
 

MUCHAS GRACIAS FROM CUBAN PARTNERS:  On behalf of our 
Cuban Partners, the Cuban Twinning Committee would like to thank 
all those that contributed sewing supplies, other resources and good 
wishes to the projects in Cuba.  They were very much appreciated. 
 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS:  For the past four weeks, Peter and Ellen 
have sent out a Newsletter via e-mail with copies on the front table 
in the Sanctuary for those who do not have email. If you have not 
received one but wish to, make sure our Office Administrator, 
Marlene, has your address. Also, if you do not wish to receive them, 
just let her know. These Weekly Newsletters will soon be on our 
Wilmot webpage under 'Publications'  as well. 

 

The Spring 2020 Words from Wilmot is now underway. 
Deadline for submissions of articles, notices and photos is 
up to March 13, to be sent to  

pattersonarichard@gmail.com.  
This issue will cover news from Wilmot from March until 

June. If you have questions or suggestions please contact Lucille 
Caseley:    lgcaseley@gmail.com. 

mailto:pattersonarichard@gmail.com
mailto:lgcaseley@gmail.com
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SENIORS & RETIREES – FEBRUARY 18 AT 1:30:   Barb Frame will be 
our host as we hear some of the latest research on why Oral Health 
Care is so important. Recent studies suggest that Oral Health appears 
to be associated with increased risk of developing cognitive 
impairment and dementia. Dr. Kate McMillan, a dentist here in 
Fredericton (and mother of those sweet twin girls), will be our guest 
speaker. This invitation is open to all of our Seniors and Retirees as 
well as anyone else who would like to join us. We will gather at 1:30 
in the parlour with Lunch Group 1 providing some light refreshments. 
Any questions, just give Ellen a call. (206-1943) 
 

CAN YOU HELP?  Wilmot needs many hands, hearts, and heads to 
carry out our mission. The Committees listed below are looking for 
new members/chairs. Please consider how you might get involved in 
one of these committees. Also, sometimes people don’t recognize 
that they have gifts that could support the work of these 
Committees, so if you know someone who would be a good fit, 
encourage them to volunteer or speak to one of the ministers. 
Thanks for helping Wilmot to build strong committees to do their 
important work. If you would like more information or are interested 
in something not listed, please contact 
        Shirley Cleave (scleave@nb.sympatico.ca),  

Derek Ness (Derek.Ness@unb.ca),  
Judy Coates (judycoates@rogers.com). 
or one of the ministers. 

Worship – committee member 
WIT (Wilmot Information Team) 3-4 members  
Hospitality – committee members & special event convenors 
Ministry & Personnel – 2 committee members 
Outreach - co-chair 
Regional Representative – 1 or 2 reps 
 

URGENT REQUEST FOR TELLERS:  Tellers are needed to assist the 
Chief Teller in counting the money each Sunday after church.  Only 
two tellers are needed for each Sunday. Please fill in on the church 
website if you can help. For further information, contact Bob Willis at 
206-6169.   
 

mailto:scleave@nb.sympatico.ca
mailto:Derek.Ness@unb.ca
mailto:judycoates@rogers.com
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SUBSCRIPTION to BROADVIEW formerly called The Observer: 
Subscriptions are due to our church magazine, Broadview.  If you 
wish to continue your subscription or you wish to subscribe for the 
first time, cost is $25. Please make cheque payable to Wilmot United 
Church, and put Broadview on the memo line. If paying with cash, 
please place money in an envelope clearing marked Broadview plus 
your name. Thank you. Any questions, please call the church office. 
(458-1066)  
 

SEARCH TEAM FOR CLERGY PERSONNEL: 
We are thankful that Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto have 

agreed to serve as our ministry team for the next several months. 
However, we need to begin the process to find clergy to replace 
them so they can retire again.  

There have been some changes in the search process with 
the restructuring of the United Church, but much remains the same. 
For example, a Community of Faith Profile replaces the JNAC report, 
but the search process is still conducted by a Search Team appointed 
by the congregation. The Search Team needs to be representative of 
the congregation in many ways (e.g., age, gender, time at Wilmot, 
interests), and collectively needs to have a range of knowledge, skills 
and experience (e.g., theology, communication, human resources). It 
is our intention to bring forth a slate of names to the Annual Meeting 
for approval.  

If you know someone who you think would be a good 
member of the Clergy Search Team, please contact a member of the 
Nominating Committee Judy Coates judycoates@rogers.com, Shirley 
Cleave scleave@nb.sympatico.ca, or Derek Ness Derek.Ness@unb.ca 
or speak to one of the ministers.  

 
OUT OF THE COLD OVERFLOW AT ST. PAUL'S: Due to an increasing 
number of Fredericton's vulnerable population being turned away 
from the Shelter on Brunswick Street because capacity has been 
reached, we will be having an Out of the Cold Overflow at St Paul's, 
as we did last year. Volunteers are needed to staff the shelter each 
night from 9 p.m. – 7 a.m. If you are able to volunteer, please contact 
Derek Ness @ 506-999-6554 / Derek.Ness@unb.ca, Ron Yateman @ 

mailto:judycoates@rogers.com
mailto:scleave@nb.sympatico.ca
mailto:Derek.Ness@unb.ca
mailto:Derek.Ness@unb.ca
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506-429-6295 / yatemanronald@gmail.com, or the St. Paul's Church 
office. 

Our Annual Meeting will be 
held on Sunday, February 23 following 
a sandwich and sweets pot luck lunch. 
If your surname begins with A – E, 
please bring pickles or veggies; F-L 

please bring sweets (e.g., cookies, squares); and M-Z please bring 
sandwiches. 

This will be a special annual meeting because we will be 
receiving the draft report from the Visioning Steering Committee 
which will be circulated in advance of the meeting.  Please review 
this prior to the meeting.  

After we handle the regular business of the annual 
meeting, we will break into discussion groups to consider the new 
initiatives that the Steering Committee is proposing based on all the 
input they have received from both within and beyond the 
congregation. These discussions are part of our process of discerning 
God’s call for Wilmot for the coming years so everyone’s 
participation is important. At the meeting, we will not be making 
decisions on specific initiatives, but we will consider the general level 
of interest in each initiative. Individuals will be invited to indicate 
their interest in becoming part of a Development Group for each 
initiative that will examine the feasibility of the initiative or to 
indicate their support of the initiative. 

If you have questions, please contact Shirley Cleave, 
scleave@nb.sympatico.ca or 459-7743. 
 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER! 
 Shrove Tuesday (February 25) is the day 
that Pancake Suppers will be held around the 
world. So mark the date and plan on joining us 
for a Delicious Pancake Supper (5:00 – 6:30). 
This has been successfully held many times here 
at Wilmot and so we once again look forward to 
hosting it. If you have any questions, just give  

Ellen (206-1943) or Judy Luton (459-1099) a call. Free Will Offering. 
 

mailto:yatemanronald@gmail.com
mailto:scleave@nb.sympatico.ca
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PEACE VIGIL AT ST. DUNSTAN’S: St. Mary Magdalene Parish is 
hosting an Interfaith Peace Vigil at St. Dunstan’s Church on Thursday, 
February 20that 7:00 pm. The one hour Vigil is being offered by the 
parish Refugee Committee and Local Youth and is open to all faith 
traditions and all ages. Please join us in advocating for peace locally 
and in the world 
 

LEAP YEAR DINNER:  St. James Presbyterian Church, 1991 Highway 
640, Hanwell invites you to a Leap Year Dinner on Saturday, February 
29 - Four Course Meal featuring: Homemade Tomato Soup, Winter 
Salad, Chicken Cordon Bleu, Rice and Vegetables, Homemade 
Cheesecake, and Beverages.  Tickets $25. (Please RSVP at 450-4031) 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Dinner served at 6 p.m. 
  
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICES: The Women’s Inter-Church 
Council Fredericton is having the World Day of Prayer Services for 
2020 in the Fredericton Areas. The World Day of Prayers is being 
prepared by the Women of Zimbabwe. The Theme is “Rise! Take 
Your Mat and Walk.”  Open to the Public: Men, Women and Children. 
Northside/Marysville: Salvation Army, 531 St. Mary’s Street, 
Fredericton, on Friday, March 6, at 7 p.m. Storm Date: Sunday, 
March 8, at 2 p.m. Rehearsal date Monday, March 2 at 2 p.m. 
Wheelchair Accessible. 
Hanwell/New Maryland/Forest Hill/Lincoln: St. Peter’s Anglican 
Church, Woodstock Road on Sunday, March 8, 2 p.m. No Storm date 
or Rehearsal date. 
Southside: Wilmot United Church, Fredericton on Sunday, March 8, 
at 2 p.m. No Storm Date. Rehearsal date: Thursday, March 5, at 2 
p.m. Wheelchair Accessible.   Contact name and phone number: 
Debbie Heustis 472-2916.   
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A WAY TO HEAL 

 Thanks to Affirm United and Mission & Service, the Living 
Apology Project gave many a place to heal and to learn.  Seeing the 
poems, laments, stories, and pieces of art created by people affected 
by the 1988 decision to accept LGBTQIA2S + people as full members 
in The United Church of Canada was therapeutic for some; for 
others, it conjured up memories of anger and fear. 

 The late Former Moderator Anne Squire shared the first 
reflection on the Iridesce website: 

My secretary once handed me a letter, saying, “I don’t want to give 
you this, but I have to.”  It was from Elizabeth, outlining her work in 
the church; she said the last straw was the possible ordination of gay 
and lesbian people.  She ended with, “My prayer is that you will be 
stricken with AIDS.  Yours in Christ, Elizabeth.” 

 Another day a big box arrived with no indication of the 
sender.  One of my staff said, “Don’t open it; it might be bomb.”  I 
said, “We can’t live in fear this way.:  Inside were two 10-inch cubes 
of acrylic; embedded in each was a metal rod that had been bent into 
a Greek letter.  One was Alpha and the other was Omega.  When 
someone asked what this meant, I said it meant that God was with us 
at the beginning of our life and will be with us at the end.  I also felt 
that it meant that God was with us in this divisive project and would 
help guide us. 

 To answer that hurtful letter now, I say,  “Yes, Elizabeth, I do 
have aids but not the kind you are talking about.  My aids are Affirm, 
my family, my friends, and my faith.” 

 If Mission & Service is already a regular part of your life, 

thank you so much!  If you have not given, you are invited to make 

Mission & Service a regular part of your life of faith.  Loving our 

neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service.   

 



10 
 

THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 
Feb. 16 - 23 

TODAY:     
  9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m.   COFFEE & CONVERSATION  
Mon, Feb. 17: 
  6:30 p.m. FAITH FORMATION COMMITTEE - Parlour 
Tues, Feb. 18: 
12:00 p.m. WORSHIP COMMITTEE –  
   1:30 p.m. SENIORS - Parlour 
  7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS - Gym 
Wed. Feb. 19:   
  9:00 a.m. QUILTERS - Parlour   
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 
12:30 p.m. WEDNESDAYS @ WILMOT  
  7:00 p.m. NA GROUP  – Fireside Room 
Thurs. Feb.20:    
  9:30 a.m. QUILTERS - Parlour  
  6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE   
  7:00 p.m. MARTIAL ARTS - Gym 
  7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE 
Sat. Feb.22: 
10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 
  6:00 p.m. DROP-IN CENTRE  
Sun. Feb. 23:     
  9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 
12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION and  

ANNUAL MEETING 
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Ministers: 

       Rev.  Dr. Peter Short                             Rev. Ellen Beairsto  
                458-1392                   206-1943          

Ministers Emeriti:  
Rev. Cliff Moase, Rev. Bob Jones 
Organist: Margaret MacDonald     

   Music Director: Steven Peacock  
Office Administrator: Tanya Mullin  

Sexton: Randy Randall 
Church Office: 458-1066 

Hours: Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/ 

                                                 473 King Street  

 


