
 

 
  

April 12,2020 
Easter Sunday 

  
The people of Downtown United send warm Easter greetings to you 
and to all who are celebrating the resurrection. We cannot gather 
together beside the river this Easter so this service has been prepared 
for you to celebrate in your own home. It is based on an order that we 
have used on Easter mornings for 20 years through rain, snow, cloud 
and sunshine. This year Easter sunrise is at 6:46 a.m. but of course you 
can adjust the timing of the service to suit your household. 
 
We suggest that you speak this service aloud rather than reading it 
silently. You may want to create a small focus centrepiece, perhaps 
with cloth, photos and objects special to you. The lighting of the new 
fire is an ancient Easter ritual. You might have a candle ready, or you 
may turn on the fireside channel on your TV, or enjoy a favourite 
picture or symbol of fire. If there are two or more in your household we 
suggest you take a moment to assign parts of the text to willing 
readers. The service takes less than 15 minutes to speak and sing. Feel 
free to pause and take time for silence, prayer, conversation, 
meditation or whatever seems good to you and the Spirit. 
 
Thank you for joining hearts with your community in these days of 
distancing. We hope that next Easter we will be able to gather in 
person once again.  

 
 

 
 
  

 



 
The Gathering 

 
Begin by closing your eyes for a few moments, remembering that the 
resurrection happened in darkness. Then speak the first words of the 
resurrection story followed by the Easter acclamation: 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb… (Jn 20:1) 
 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Eternal Light, shine into our hearts 

Eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil, 
Eternal Power, be our support, 

Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance 
Eternal Mercy, be merciful to us, 

That with all our heart and mind and soul and strength 
We may search until You find us 
And bring us into Your presence 

Through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
                                             (8th century English) 

 
Song: Sing or say: (VU 179) 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah Give thanks to the risen Christ 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah Give praise to God’s name. 
 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth Firstborn of all creation 
 
Chorus 
 
Spread the good news o’er all the earth Jesus has died and is risen. 
Chorus 
 
Come, let us praise the living God Joyfully sing to our saviour. 
Chorus 

Gospel Reading: Luke 24:1-12 (trans: the Message) 
 At the crack of dawn on Sunday, the women came to the tomb 
carrying the burial spices they had prepared. They found the 
entrance stone rolled back from the tomb, so they walked in. 
But once inside, they couldn’t find the body of the Master Jesus. 
They were puzzled, wondering what to make of this. Then, out 
of nowhere it seemed, two men, light cascading over them, 
stood there. The women were awestruck and bowed down in 
worship. The men said, “Why are you looking for the Living One 
in a cemetery? He is not here, but raised up. Remember how he 
told you when you were still back in Galilee that he had to be 
handed over to sinners, be killed on a cross, and in three days 
rise up?” Then they remembered Jesus’ words. 
 
They left the tomb and broke the news of all this to the Eleven 
and the rest. Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the other women with them kept telling these things 
to the apostles, but the apostles didn’t believe a word of it, 
thought they were making it all up. 
 
But Peter jumped to his feet and ran to the tomb. He stooped to 
look in and saw a few grave clothes, that’s all. He walked away 
puzzled, shaking his head. 

 
For Reflection 
Even when life is pitch dark we want to believe it is not the end of the 
story. 
 
This is why, after some shocking act of terror, people gather in town 
squares after dark and light candles. And why solidarity for a group of 
people under threat or facing disaster is signalled by a candlelight vigil. 
 
Why people queue solemnly at places of worship to add one more 
flickering flame to a shimmering crowd of illumined candles. And why 
it’s not a futile gesture to light a candle in our own homes to declare 
companionship with each other, and to help find a way through the 
darkness. 

 



 
A small, frail, wordless act of resistance in favour of life. As Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu - who spent his life campaigning against the darkness of 
apartheid - said: 
 
Goodness is stronger than evil 
Love is stronger than hate 
Light is stronger than darkness 
Life is stronger than death. 

(Malcom Doney & Martin Wroe, Lifelines, Unbound, London, 2018) 
 

Lighting the New Fire 
(Light your candle or place your symbol of fire)  

 
Remembering Our Brothers and Sisters (see list) 

(Sing or say twice: VU 148) 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
  
   Speak the names of those who have died since last Easter: 
  
William Steven Whitlock 
Heather Ann Watt 
Janet Ardith (Flemming) Clarke 
Maxine Dolores (Boyd) Smith 
George Richard Smith 
 
Anne McMaster (Bird) Profitt 
Neva Ruth (Culliton) Ryan 
Thelma Bertha (Jarvis) Murdock 
Joyce Helen (MacKay) Graham 
Edward Joseph Topolski 
 
William (Bill) Edward MacLeod 
David John Wilson 
Laura Lilian (Davis) Burris  
Ethel (Saunderson) Smith  
Dr. Geoffrey Philip Edwin Beaney 

 
William (Bill) Beatty 
David Lister Myles 
Arnold Douglas MacPherson 
Eugene (Pete) Mockler 
Mark Allan Jefferson 
 
Raymond Edward “Ed” Haggerty 
Dorothy Josephine (Hanson) Steen 
Ella Marion (Price) Scott  
Nancy Jean Ross 
 
(Sing or say twice:) 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
 
Terry Harold Pond  
Joan Brookes 
Isabel Lois Fraser 
Anne Frances Forbes 
Graeme James Daniel Smith 
 
Shirley Catherine Macleod 
Eleanor Josephine Minue 
Robert Mario Morimanno  
Patricia Margaret Ogden 
Robert (Bob) Charles Miller 
 
Barbara Marie Wilcox 
Helen Elizabeth Macfarlane 
Barbara J Mackay 
Mary Janet Stevenson  
 
Walter John Learning 
Ronna Mary Luella Boyle 
John Richard Macbean 
Doreen Jellinek 

 



 
 
(Sing or say twice:) 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
 
A Prayer for Hope 
O God, 
On this Easter morning we come to you with open hearts. 
Touch our ordinary lives with your grace.  
Let your Spirit be inner light to us to bring hope in our days, 
courage in our nights  
and your gift of love in all our tomorrows. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

As it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those who trespass against us, 

And lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Song: Sing or say: VU 586 Tune: Londonderry Air/Danny Boy 

We shall go out with hope of resurrection; 
We shall go out, from strength to strength go on; 

We shall go out and tell our stories boldly; 
tales of a love that will not let us go. 

We’ll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted; 
We’ll dream our dreams of hurts that can be healed; 

We’ll weave a cloth of all the world United 
Within the vision of new life in Christ. 

 
 
 

We’ll give a voice to those who have not spoken; 
we’ll find the words for those whose lips are sealed; 
We’ll make the tunes for those who sing no longer 

Expressive love alive in every heart. 
We’ll share our joy with those who still are weeping, 
Raise hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief, 

We’ll leap and dance the resurrection story, 
Including all in circles of our love. 

 
Blessing 
May the rising of Christ summon us to rise in life. 
May we live and serve in the power of a love that will never die. 
May Christ be with you until we meet again. 
Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed. Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 
Downtown United is a partnership of Wilmot United Church and St. 
Paul’s United Church in Fredericton, NB. Thank you for your presence 
with us in this worship. Please feel free to send us a photo of your 
version of the New Fire, or of your worship setting, or of your household 
at this Sunrise Service. We’d love to see your “church.” 
 
rev.bowley@outlook.com 
michellenarmstrong@hotmail.com 
ellen.beairsto2@gmail.com 
petershort99@gmail.com 

Happy Easter! 
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