
 



 

 

Downtown United Worship with 
Wilmot United and St. Paul’s United Church 

March 19, 2023 
Week 4 of Lent 2023 

 
 
Bold—Please join in as you are able. 

 
Piano Prelude: I Am His and He Is Mine                                  (Mountain) 
 God Will Take Care of You        (Martin) 
 

We Gather 
 
Welcome and Land Acknowledgement: 
Upon this great traditional land, we walk, live and play, 
acknowledging that this unceded land is the sacred home of the 
Wolasktqiyik, Mi’kmaq and Pestotomuhkati peoples. We recognize 
their stewardship and honour them as keepers of the land. 
 
Announcements  
 
Lighting the Christ Light and the Light of Affirmation 
 
Lighting the Fourth Lenten Candle 
 
ALL:   We come to God with openness, seeking God’s presence 

and whatever that brings. We bring doubt and bring 
belief, always seeking God and new life! 

 
Gathering Song: O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing              VU 326 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
On this fourth Sunday of Lent, we give ourselves over to the 
space you are opening inside our lives. A space ready for 
playful grace, open to the expansion of our spiritual life and 
welcoming of a holistic approach to being alive. Open to us the 



 

space you have created for refreshment, renewal, hospitality 
and a deepening sense of your presence flowing through us in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

– Adapted from Gathering, Lent/Easter 2017 pg. 29 
 
The Prayer That Jesus Taught 
 

Listening for the Word 
 
Time with the Young at Heart 
 
Sharing Scripture: 
 Psalm 23 (modern version) 
 John 9:1-41 
 
NARRATOR:  This is the Good News. 
ALL:    Praise be to Christ! 
 
Meditation 
 
Hymn: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service          (tune: VU 374) 

 
Lord, whose love in humble service 
bore the weight of human need, 
who upon the cross, forsaken, 
worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 
we, your servants, bring the worship 
not of voice alone, but heart; 
consecrating to your purpose 
ev’ry gift which you impart. 
 
Still your children wander homeless; 
still the hungry cry for bread; 
still the captives long for freedom; 
still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As you, Lord, in deep compassion 
healed the sick and freed the soul, 
by your Spirit send your power 



 

to our world to make it whole. 
As we worship, grant us vision, 
till your love’s revealing light 
in its height and depth and greatness 
dawns upon our quickened sight, 
making known the needs and burdens 
your compassion bids us bear, 
stirring us to ardent service, 
your abundant life to share. 
 
Called by worship to your service, 
forth in your dear name we go, 
to the child, the youth, the aged, 
love in living deeds to show; 
hope and health, good will and comfort, 
counsel, aid and peace we give, 
that your servants, Lord, in freedom 
may your mercy know and live. 

 
Giving from Our Hearts: 
ONE: Today we remember that we are brought together through 

God’s grace and Jesus’ love. 
All:  Thanks be to you, source of grace for your many gifts. 

Receive our humble offerings, that they may flourish 
and nourish all creation in your name. Amen. 

 
Prayers with the People 
 
Sending Song:  Open My Eyes, That I May See          VU 371 
 
Commissioning and Blessing 
 
Choral Amen               VU 969 
 
Organ Postlude: 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty                  (Dykes, arr. Livingston) 
 

 



 

 

Special Guests from Credence & Co. 

Cathy Steward and Marijike Strong 

Minister:  Rev. Mary Tingley 

Guest Minister: Rev. Michelle Armstrong 

Music Director:  Steven Peacock 

Organist/Pianist:  Margaret MacDonald 

Sound:  Don Daye 

Live-streaming:  Doug Beairsto 

 

 

Thank you to everyone from St. Paul’s and Wilmot 

who helped make this week’s reading so special. 

 

 

Please join us in the gymnasium after worship 

for Coffee/Tea & Conversation. 

 

 

COVID Protocols for In-Person Worship Services 
• Masks are highly recommended, but no longer required. 

Congregational singing is permitted. 
• You are encouraged to spread out to maintain social 

distancing. Anyone wanting extra space is invited to sit in 
the balcony. 

• Sanitize or wash hands on entry into the building or the 
sanctuary. 

• Offering plates are located at each door. 
 


