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Peter writes

The Very Rev. Dr. Peter Short

I’ll tell you the story of Mel Brown’s
blessing. Mel was a member of
Yellowknife United Church where I was
the minister many long years ago. Mel
was a retired mining engineer, a little
gnome of a man with dancing eyes, a
gravelly voice and a ready laugh.
Retired people were rare in Yellowknife
in those days. Mel’s presence in the
congregation was valued and
appreciated.

One day Mel came to see me. He was pretty upset - a rare thing
for Mel. He was upset because he thought the United Church
and specifically the United Church Observer (now Broadview)
had a very narrow and shallow view of the mining industry.
Mel was a veteran and he was upset too about the way in which
at that time, the church tended to ignore Remembrance Day on
the grounds that Remembrance Day was thought to glorify war.
That wasn’t Mel’s idea of what that day was for. He was no fan
of war.
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I guess a number of irritating factors had converged on Mel
that day when he came to see me. I’ve had a lot of
interventions from upset people over the years and I was
flinching, ready for Mel to unload. Unload he did.
I remember what he said. He said, “I’m so upset with the
church and with that bloody Observer. I have to find a way to
bless it. I have to give a blessing or I’m going to blow. So, I
want to buy a subscription to the United Church Observer for
every family in our congregation. And I want the gift to be
anonymous.”
I was stunned. He had unloaded a blessing.
That took me by surprise. But more than that, it taught me
about how deep commitment can run. Deeper than
disagreement. Deeper than anger. Mel believed that God was
in the church. Or at least that the church was the place where
God was honoured and sought. He knew that in spite of our
shortcomings, errors, sin, God was in this thing, this
imperfect thing, and he was determined to bring his gift, not
to the policy of the church, but to God.
The people of Yellowknife United Church never did find out
how they got a free subscription to the magazine that made
Mel so mad.
Have you got a story of unexpected blessing? Perhaps you’ve
been surprised by a blessing that defused a curse? If so, I’d be
grateful if you’d share it with me. These days many
frustrations bubble up and overflow because of the
confinements and disappointments the pandemic has brought
upon us. These are good days for remembering blessings. I
suspect that God blesses us so that we may become a
blessing.
petershort99@gmail.com
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Ellen writes:

Reverend Ellen Beairsto

Wilmot's bells ringing on Easter Day
The Leroux Family - Meghan, Tait & Ana

This week we would like to
share with you our two “Virtual
Comfort Quilts”. They were
created to reach out to each and
every person. A Virtual Quilt is
not something you can pull
around you and cuddle up in
front of the fire but it does come
filled with joy and hope. These
quilts were created especially
for you by children – one as
young as 2 - as well as youth
and adults. They come to us
from communities in NB, NS
and Ontario and sprinkle a
touch of love on each of our
lives. We thank Bethany Young
for putting these together for us
and hope we have not missed
any quilt blocks. If we have,
please let us know and your
block will be added to our next
Comfort Quilt.

Our youth recently met by ZOOM, talking eagerly about
what we were doing. It was uplifting just to see their smiling
faces even though we were connecting from a distance. By
the time we waved good-bye, we had not only had a great
time connecting but we had made a couple of decisions.
We have decided to cancel our plans to attend RendezVous
2020 in Calgary this coming summer. It just feels like the
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right thing to do. They will have the opportunity to attend the
first ever Virtual Intermediates at Conference or Youth Forum
held at the end of May. As well, the youth have donated some of
their funds to the operating costs at Wilmot. Wilmot is their faith
home, their family and they want to be part of the financial support. It is important to them. The youth and I will meet again
thorough ZOOM and will plan some ‘amazing’ summer events
closer to home when all is safe – overnights, fun, laughter and
fellowship. We look forward to it and will keep you updated.

Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim ministry at Wilmot United Church
as the congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.
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