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Peter writes: 
 
The gospel reading for September 13th takes us to a section of 
Matthew in which Jesus is teaching the necessity to forgive. 
 
Peter asked, “How often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?”  (Having to forgive once is hard enough, Peter was 
indulging in hyperbole when he suggested seven times.)  
 
Responding to Peter, Jesus raised the forgiveness number to a 
figure so high it made counting seem futile. 
 
Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, seventy times seven.” 
Then Jesus said, “I call.” 
 
And Peter, rolling his eyes, said, “I fold.” 
(OK, that last part is me trying to represent Peter’s frustration.)  
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One might imagine such a conversation happening around here these days. Imagine a person feeling 
frustrated by the demands and anxieties of the pandemic (I know, it doesn’t take much imagining). She’s 
questioning our Chief Medical Officer of Health. She says, 
“Dr. Russell, we’ve been in this thing since March. That’s half a year now. How long must we endure 
this COVID catastrophe, yet another six months?” 
Imagine if Dr. Russell were to respond, 
“Not six months but sixty times six.” 
 
Actually, that response could prove to be no hyperbole at all.  
 
As a disciple of Jesus, Peter had to learn the practice of a daily forgiveness, one as common and as 
familiar as eating a meal or mending his nets. For him this must have meant deep change, akin to a new 
way of life. 
 
Whether we are one person learning the daily practice of Jesus or a congregation of people learning the 
daily practice of a living in a changed world, the challenges are essentially the same:  
how do we:  
- accept what we cannot change?  
- recalibrate expectations in accordance with new reality? 
- nurture new eyes for seeing God’s presence in the world as it is? 
- develop a sustainable practice in mission? 
 
These are not optional challenges. Our response or our failure to respond will determine our capacity for 
happiness and our ability to take our place in the world. 
 
I can’t imagine a church in which people aren’t allowed to sing (communal lip-synching anyone?). I 
rebel at the thought of not being free to offer hospitality to our community on Wednesdays in the manner 
we once did. I miss good friends in the congregation. I’m not used to church on a screen. It doesn’t feel 
the same. I’m having trouble visualizing our congregation as it spreads virtually far beyond our building 
at King and Carleton. I wonder how the Spirit will beckon us to follow as she moves from door to door 
in this new world. There is much work for the imagination to do. 
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The challenge is awesome and I am glad to be back after three months away. Glad to be working again 
with Ellen and with the “amazing” (Ellen’s word) COVID response team. On our behalf they have 
climbed a high mountain of time commitment, meetings, negotiations, learnings, policy development, 
relationships and communications. We owe them much gratitude and, at some point, a richly deserved 
rest. I am committed to contributing to our congregation’s passage from the immediacy of crisis response 
to a re-imagined and sustainable mission. And I am grateful for the pleasure of being with you again. 
 

Peter 

Reverend Ellen Beairsto 

Ellen writes: 
 
It is indeed good to have Peter back with us as we move 
forward into unknown territory. When will we open? 
What about the children & youth? What about our 
friends at W@W? How do we continue to share our 
services with those in our own congregation that are 
unable to be with us – as well as with those beyond our 
congregation that have become a valuable part of our 
Sundays? The answers to these questions and many 
more will unfold gradually in the months to come. But 
for now, know that we miss you and look forward to the 
day when we are once again worshiping in our beautiful 
sanctuary. 

The past three months have held a uniqueness that took on a life of its own – lawn visits, drive-by 
celebrations, live streaming of weddings and small gatherings by the graveside.  Mask wearing, deliveries 
of groceries, self-isolating, visiting through windows and sanitizing stations everywhere. Along with this 
were brave folks – like you – learning how to meet through ZOOM, reading stories to grandchildren from 
afar, checking in with neighbors and sharing a smile. So many people have reached out and ministered to 
family, friends and strangers alike – most times not knowing the impact a word, a prayer, a wave would 
have. Thank you! 

 
As you may remember, the 
youth and I were planning to 
head out to Calgary for 
RendezVous 2020 – a United 
Church gathering of youth, 
young adults and their leaders 
to be held from August 11-14. 
COVID, of course, changed our 
plans. Organizers worked long 
hours to bring it to those able to 

attend via technology. Jamie Heard and I were able to attend from 
afar. Home groups, worship, guest speakers, discussions, games 
and online conversations were a valuable part of each day.  We 
look forward to sharing some of our learning in a Service of 
Worship some time down the road. 
 
As our little ones and not so little ones head off to school, our 
thoughts and prayers are with them and all who are working 
diligently to create a safe place to learn. Here, at Wilmot, we will 
continue working towards our new way of being church in the 21st 
Century. Stay tuned and stay safe.  

Jamie Heard at Rendez-vous   
while at home. 
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Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim   
ministry at Wilmot United Church as the                

congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.  

Kellie Jones, looking very normal for these 
times, picks up a couple of prayer shawls. 


