
 

 

Peter writes: 
 
God is our refuge and strength, 
A very present help in trouble. 
Therefore, we will not fear, 
though the earth should change 
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea 

… Psalm 46 
 
The pandemic we are living and dying in is an apocalypse. 
Maybe it’s not a spectacle on the scale of a Hollywood 
thriller, but it does have the necessary elements. 
 
On the one hand the pandemic has created upheaval on a 
massive scale. It has brought every living soul into danger, 
and it has ended a world we once knew. 
 
On the other hand, it has been a revelation. That’s what the 
word apocalypse means - a revealing. It has drawn back the 
curtain on a society that has not attended faithfully to its 
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elders and its vulnerable ones. It has laid bare a social fault line: on one side are those whose highest 
value is personal freedom and self-determination. On the other side are those whose highest value is 
social cohesion and stability. It has reminded us that our true heroes are not the ones who achieve 
spectacular success, but the ones who are willing to go into danger on behalf of others. 
 
In the winter of 1998 just before our family came to Fredericton we were living in Montreal. That 
winter an ice storm came unexpectedly and paralyzed the city. Electricity failed. Traffic stopped. The 
streets fell silent except for the crack of falling tree branches. As the days passed houses and 
apartments grew cold. People ran out of food. The city water supply was on the brink of collapse.  
 
In the midst of this disaster there was a revealing of human character. It was as if a lightning strike on 
a dark night had revealed the human landscape in one jagged moment. Look! One hardware store is 
giving out free batteries, another has raised its prices. One hotel has sharply discounted rooms, 
another has inflated its rates. One radio station creates an audio bazaar where people with needs can 
connect with people who have things to share. Another continues its scheduled programming as if 
nothing unusual was happening. Neighbours and perfect strangers suddenly feel and act like 
comrades in distress. So many people found themselves standing suddenly on common ground. 
 
The effect the ice storm had on human character was apocalyptic - a revealing. There is no reason to 
suspect that the pandemic we are living in does not reveal character in the same way. It’s not ice, but 
isolation. It’s not freezing rain but an invisible virus. It’s not weather but disease. The question is, 
what character is coming into the light? Will it drive us apart or will it drive us together? Will we take 
advantage of what we’ve got, or will we give advantage to those who need it? 
 
The theme for our in-person service this Sunday, December 13th will be “See the Signs.” In 
preparation for worship, it will be good to think about what the pandemic has revealed; what it has 
revealed in you, and what it has revealed about the church, and what it has revealed about society. 
What are you seeing? Sometimes it takes apocalypse to open the eyes. And the heart. 
 
Our worship on Sunday invites us to “see the signs” and to remember the Eternal … “though the 
earth should change.” 

 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Peter Short  



 

 

The children and youth service is always such an uplifting  
service filled with smiles, laughter, singing and a sense of 
community as our children, youth and young adults lead the 
service. 
 
This year’s will certainly be different but hopefully just as 
amazing. It will be prerecorded, and the various pieces put   
together – music, readings, solos and a few surprises along the 
way. 
 
Our thanks go out to our team and to everyone who have come 
together to make this a peace-filled Christmas in very difficult 
times. 
 
 

 
 

Our 4:00 afternoon service on the 24th was always well        
attended with the children gathering in the sanctuary and then 
journeying to the Bethlehem’s Market to gather their ‘treats’. 
Re-entering the sanctuary found Mary, Joseph and the baby 
Jesus waiting for us by the Christmas Tree. As the infant        
(a real live baby) lay in the manger, often sleeping, the       
children would come in and sit with such a feeling of “Awe!” 
There are many moments that one remembers over the years 
and this one is certainly up there. 
 
But this year, we are going to have a drive-by / walk-by. 
Mary & Joseph and the baby Jesus, an angel or two, a few 
shepherds and wisemen (sorry no donkeys, lambs or camels) 
will be by our front blue doors on Carleton Street. Social    
distancing and masks will be important. With Christmas music 
playing, we will bring the ‘Journeying to Bethlehem” to you in 
a whole new way. 
 
 
All will be ready from 4:00 – 4:20, so don’t miss it. 
 

Ellen writes, 
 
Christmas is just around the corner and  
although many things are unfolding a little 
differently this year, Peter and I have been 
busy considering what might work:     
numbers, bubbles, social distancing, as we 
focus on keeping everyone safe and well. 

Reverend Ellen Beairsto 

DECEMBER 20 – ADVENT 4 

DECEMBER 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE 

Grey, Claire and Sigi 
getting ready for next 
week's Virtual Service  



 

 

The 7:00 pm family service was also an intricate part of Wilmot’s 
Christmas Eve Services.  Families would gather for this service 
with many home for the holidays. A feeling of joy and of hope 
would always be in the air as we came together to hear the   
Christmas  story, listen to Christmas music, and join our voices 
together in the carols that have been sung for generations. The 
singing of    Silent Night with both candles and glow sticks filling 
the darkened sanctuary was a beautiful way to bring the service to 
a close. More than once we went out into the crisp air with    
snowflakes gently falling. 
  
But, of course, changes and adjusting to a new reality has had   
Peter and I revisiting this service as well. Finally, we decided to 
see it as an opportunity to gather around the Christmas tree. The 
service will be prerecorded, and the link will go out to you to 
share with your family and friends inviting you to gather and  
worship together – no matter the miles that may separate you. 
 
 
 
 
The 11:00 pm Communion Service will also be prerecorded. You 
will be invited to gather your elements together – your bread & 
cup and to share in an online communion. This is always such a 
powerful service to share with you - communion, music, a circle 
of light in the darkened sanctuary as we held our candles and 
stood in the aisles to sing Silent Night. The clock would tick away 
and as we left. midnight chimed in telling us that Christmas Day 
had arrived. 
 
Christmas 2020 will be different but it will hold those special    
moments in a whole new way as we sit together  - virtually - share 
communion, light our candles remembering that first Christmas 
Eve so many years ago. 
 
 
 
“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”  The sound of church bells 
ringing can be heard across the country and around the world at 
various times. Our bell will join other church bells this Christmas 
ringing at 1:00 in the afternoon for about 5 minutes. 
 
Blessings and Merry Christmas. 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY SERVICE on the 24th 

CHRISTMAS EVE              
COMMUNION SERVICE 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

This will be our last Newsletter until the New Year as a Christmas edition                          
of Words from Wilmot will come your way before Christmas. 

Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim ministry             
at Wilmot United Church as the congregation prepares to          

call a new ministry team.  


