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Ellen writes: 

 As you heard last week, Peter and I have our team 
ministry underway and we are certainly appreciative of 
the support that we have been given. When planning the 
Sunday worship, Steven and Margaret play such an 
important role as does Marlene who patiently waits for 
our bulletin input. I smile as Peter walks by my office 
door with the many bottles, prayer shawls, sand, books, 
you name it, it is in my office. Thankfully, the 
redeemables continue to come in as it such a great 
support to our youth fund and Randy faithfully mops the 
floor after the bottles have been loaded into my van. We 
are all on a team – not just the staff but everyone who 
calls Wilmot their home.    

          

Nelson Mandela, former President of South Africa, once wrote:  
“There can be no keener revelation of a society’s soul than the 
way in which it treats its children.”  How true. Your amazing 
support of our children and youth, your encouragement and love 
towards them, does not go unnoticed. It is so important. You are 
part of ‘their’ family as they are of yours. Thank you. 
 Looking back to December 15, our children and youth created a 
sacred space for all of us. We could feel the peace, the joy, the 
hope and the love that is indeed the focus of our Christmas 
Season. Through their gifts we saw and felt the light of that star.  
With music, prayers, creative dance, recitation as well as the play 
the sanctuary became filled with their spirit, their energy & their 
love. (not to mention our smiles and our tears). If you were not 
able to come...have a listen!  
                                                                                                                                      
http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/podcast/2019/

podcast2019dec15.html 
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Now, time to look ahead. As some of you may know, I will head off to Calgary with a number of our 
youth this summer to what is known as Rendez-Vous 2020: Faith Gone Wild! Rendez-Vous is a 
Mission & Service event that brings hundreds of youth, young adults and their leaders from across 
Canada together for “a celebration of vibrant music, inspiring speakers and dancing like there is no 
tomorrow.”  
 To say that the youth are excited may be an understatement. We are all looking forward to our time in 
the west and will keep you updated over the coming months as our plans unfold. This will be the third 
Rendez-Vous that the youth of Wilmot have attended with the others being held in Winnipeg and 
Montreal. 

December 24th saw a wee little one -  4 month 
old Grey McMillan - lie so quietly in the man-
ger as the children watched in awe. What better 
way could there be than this to celebrate the 
birth of the Christ Child.  

Vale and Aiden as Mary and Joseph 
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Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim ministry at Wilmot United Church 
as the congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.  

Have a great week, my friends. As I write this week’s Newsletter, Peter and Sue are enjoying a win-
ter visit with their grandchildren and family in Yellowknife.    

Let me leave you with a story. This afternoon as I was get-
ting out of my van, I heard, “Pastor. Pastor”. I turned to 
see a familiar face coming across the parking lot. “Pastor, 
would you have a pair of boots?” I glanced down and saw 
his wet sneakers. I invited him in and opened the box 
filled with your generous donations. New boots and warm 
socks were soon found and he wasted no time  putting 
them on. His smile said it all as did his many words of 
thanks.   

These last two weeks have seen a storm 

arriving early Sunday morning.  The 

church service was held as usual on both 

Sundays, but we had to postpone our cel-

ebration of Rose-Hannah’s ten-year min-

istry at Wilmot.  After church this coming 

Sunday, January 26th the congregation 

will celebrate her ministry with us. We 

hope you can make it.           


